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TO THE READER. 


Coorg Readers 
a2 EQ 0 FRO? largely of the neceſſity and vſe of 

$\ this peece of ſpirituall armour, after ſo many 

) learned and vſefull Treatiſes, vpon this ſub- 
we” W iet,may ſeeme ſuper fluous,eſpecially conſide- 
ring -thet there is much ſpoken to this purpoſe, for thy ſatiſ- 


folding of the nature of this dutie , (which is theSaints dai- 
ly exerciſe )and ſtrong inforcement to it, there is an endea- 


of clearing whereof is vſually an hindrance to the cheare- 
fall, and ready performance thereof. In all which, what 
| hath beene done, by this Reverend and worthy man,we had 
rather ſhould appeare in the Treatiſe it ſelfe, to thy indif- 
ferent iudgement, then to bee much m ſetting downe our 
owne opinion. 7 his we doubt not of, that, by reaſon of the 
ſpiritual, and convincing manner of handling this Argu- 
ment, it will winne acceptance with many, eſpecially conſi- 
dering, that it is of that nature, wherein, though much haue 
beene ſpoken, yet much more may be ſaid with 200d reliſh to 
thoſe that haue anie ſpiritual ſenſe : for it is the moſt ſpt- 


rituall aftion, wherem wee haue nearer communion with 


God, then in anie ather holie performance, and whereby it 


vour to giue ſatisfaFtion in the moſt incident caſes, want 
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faFion, in the inſuing Treatiſe ; wherein, beſides the vn- | 
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A To the Reader. 


| | | 


whereof (hriſtians finde moſt backwardneſſe, and-indiſpo- 
ſedneſ$e, and from thence moſt deiefion of ſpirit , which 
alſo in theſe times, is moſF neceſſarie, wherein, onleſſe we 
fetch helpe from heaven, thisway, wee ſee the (hurch and 
Cauſe of. God like to be trampled vnler feete. Onelie, re- 


| delivered by himſelfe, in publicke, without taking that li- 
bertie of addirg or detrafting, which, perhaps, ſome would 
haue thought meete : for wee thought it beft that his owne 
meaning ſhould be expreſied in bis owne words and man- 
ner, eſpecially conſidering there is little which perhaps may 
ſeeme ſuperfluous to ſome,but may, by Gods bleſsing, be vſe- 
full to others. Jt would be a good: prevention of many in- 
conveniences, in this kinde, if able men would bee perſwa- 
ded to publiſh their owne works 4n their life time, yet wee 
thinke it a good fervice to the Church , when that defe&t is 
ſupplyed by giving ſome life to thoſe things which otherwiſe 
would haue died of themſelues. The bleſsing of theſe las 
bours of his we commend onto God ++ the benefit of them 
vnto thee, reſting Ein. : 
"Thinc in our Lord Icſus Chriſt, 
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2.Things con 


J 


opening of the 


words. 


| 
+ 2.1n ſpeciall, 


adcrable, for | 


1.What prayer 


iS. 
1. In general] , 


| 


1thankes: for this is the willof God in Chriſt Jeſus to 
[this duty of prayer is commended to vs, and it 
is a command from G o »Þ himſclfe delivered 


 orcat premiſes and reaſons, and indcede, having 
therefore the more authority 1n4t. 


| our hands ; for a man-might object, theLo nx » 


| generall, 


| other definition which muſt haue more ingredi- 


ou wards, \ 
Wee are now fallen.vpon this Text, where 


hortly, as lawes are wont to be, withour any 


Pray ( ontinually, 


N the handling of which, we will doe theſe 
three things, | 

Firſt, we will ſhew you what prayer is. | 
Secondly, why the Lo xs Þ requires this atf 
knowes my wants well enough, he knowes my 
minde, and how Iam affected 7 I, but yer the 
Lok » will haue vs to pray, and to aske before 
he will beſtow it vpon vs. 

And laſtly, whar ir is to pray continually, 

For the firſt. 1t we would define prayer in ge- 
nerall to you,I would giue you no more but this 
deſcription of it. It is an expreſſion of the minde to 
the Lord: {ometimes by words, ſometimes with- 
out words, bur yer there muſt be an expreſſion, | 
and ſome opening of the will to him. This is the 


But now to know what a right prayer 1s, what 
ſucha _ iS,as God accepts; you muſt haue an 


ents into it, and-ſo, prayer is, nothing. clſc-but ax 


preſſion, or offering of thoſe holy, ana good aiſpoſe- 
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tons to God, that ariſe from the ſpirit, or the rege- 
nerate part,in the name of Teſus Chriſt, Where you 
are to obſ{eruerhis; That the prayers,” that wee 
make, are divided into one of theſe two ſorts. 

Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the expreſ- 
flons of our owne ſpirits, the voice of our owne 
ſpirits, and there is nothing but fleſh in them 
{uch prayers as any naturall -man may make to 
the Lo x d. And theſe the Lox Þ regards not, lie 
knowes not the meaning of them, that 1s, hee 
doth nor accept them. 

Secondly, there are prayers that are the voice 
of Goo » s owne Spirit, that 15, ſuch as ariſe from 
the regenerate part which is within vs, which is 
quickened and inlarged to pray from the 1mme- 


diate helpe of the holy Ghoſt ; theſe prayers are 


corne, bur hee faith plainely, you called not por 
me; when notwithſtanding, they ſpent a whole 
day in prayer. But the meaning is,that the Lox » 
regards this as no prayer at all. 

B 2 And 


Diviſion of 
prayers into 
two ſorts. 

I 
Such as come 
; from our 0wne 
| ſpirits, 


Note. 
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Such as come 
| from Gods 
 ſpirie. 
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the defcription 


! 
et} 


opencd. 


rt, Why hee v- 
1 the word 


| (diſpoſitions ) 


| 


# 


rather,then de- 


F* 
IITCS,. 


When the de- 
fires and dif- 
poſitions of 
men are good, 


, 
| 
i 


Q-eft. 


| —_ 


Anſ TP, 


| 
Lakatentoralt| Aman may pray for temporall things in a jpiri- 
| things may be | 


deſired in a 


and how. 


| carnall man- | againe, hee may pray for ſpirituall things in a 
ner,and carnal | carnal] manner, and the defire may bee naught. 
th-nos ina ſpi- 


cinnilmancer | Therefore that muſt be obſerved withall, that it 


oy 


And therefore,to open a little this deſcription 
vnto you.; for it is one maine buſineſle that we 
haue to doc, in the handling of this Text, to de- 
| {cribero you the meaning of this precepr, what |. 

the nature of prayer is, that you may know what 
kinde of prayer it is,that prevailes with Go Þ, 1 
ſay, it is an expreſſion of holy avd good diſpoſitions, 
| I vic that expreſſion, rather of d:ſpoſitions then de- 
fires, becaule there is ſome part of prayer that | 
ſtands in thankſgiving, when you defire nothing 
at Gops hands,bur giue thanks tor that you haue 
received; markc,firſt,that they muſt be hoty,and 
good, the defires and diſpoſitions muſt be good : 
for that is a rule,all the affeRions and deſires arc 
good, orcvill, according as their objects are ; 
trace that are fixed vpon good things, are good 
| deftres. 
| You willſay then, what are the good things 
| that make the defires and diſpoſitions of the 
; heart good 2 | 
They arc temporall things,and ſpirituall both, 


AI es, 


| tuall manner, and the deſire may be good; And 


| 1s not {1mply the object, bur thereis a certaine 
| manner of deſiring too. For example, if a man 
' pray for temporal things,for outward comforts, 
| {uch things as belong to the preſenteſtate of his 
body here; If he pray for them with theſc condi- 


cnt - 
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tions, that he may haue that which 1s convent- 
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ent for him, he prayes for ſuch a meaſure as Gop. 
ſees'to be meet,as Pro.3 1. Feed mewith convenient | pro, z1, | 
vod for me ; this prayer is good. But(if any man 
will berich, as 1 T.,.6.) it is an inordinatedcfire, | i Tim.s. 9. 
when men will haue exceſſe of theſe outward 
things,and more then is fit for them. And agaie, | When the de- | 
if you defire that which 1s coxvenrent, and ſpend 't | = yaa | 
upon your luſts ; if you delire health,and long lite, | © © 
that you may live more pleaſantly ; it you defire 
wealth, that you may liue more deliciouſly, and 
not ſimply that which the creature may defire, 
and to the end that you may be the more inabled ! . 
to ſerue the L o «n » in thee things, your dcfire is | 
not goo0d.So 1 {fay,fhrſt it mult be for that which | | 
is convenient ; {ccondly, you mult not fpexd it vp- | 


. — 1” OI IEIREeeIroo eo on O—OOYS VET eG WIEIEe—— SR Go_ 


b, 0 x = 
on your lufts, butin Go Þ s ſervice. 


And laſtly, we muſt pray for them in a right | 
method, F-rft the Kingdome of God, and then other 
things, that is, ſet'a price on them, as you ought, 
not too high a price, but value them aright. We | 
ſhould ſo pray for outward things, as our pray- | 
ers may bee ſpirituall. On the other {1de, a man | 
may pray for {pirituall things in a carnall man- | 
ner, as for temporall things ina ſpirituall man- | 
ner. A naturall man may pray carneſtly for faith, | How a carnall 
and for grace, and repcntance, Rot out of any | frame” ? 
beautic that he ſecs in them, not out of py taſte 
and reliſh that hee hath of them, bur becaule hee 
thinkes them a bridge to leade him to heaven, | 
and that hee cannot come thither without them : | 
when hee conſiders in his heart that hee cannot! 


elire 
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| OO SU -. | defire them, and deſire them carneſtly.It was the 
SPIRA his | caſe of Francis Spira, who cryed ſo carneftly for 
caſe, | grace, that hce might haue but a drop of it, be- 


Theſe deſires 
| mult bee offe- 
red to God, 


| 


Ariſing from 
the ſpirit or re- 
generate part. 


s 


t Scriptures, 
1 SAM, x15, 


fats 13: 2. 


| 


| exccllencie in it, he deſired it nor for it ſclfe; and 


eee tn oo re OI ern 


S 
Expreſſions cf 
prayer in the | 


r-7 forth ofthe ſoule tothe Lord,1 Sam.1.1s5.A ſer- 


| word inthe orjginall that is vicd for faſt 


cauſe he could not be ſaved without it, he giues 
the reaſon himſelfe; hee ſaid withall, he ſaw no 


therefore hee thought his prayers ſhould not be 
heard. Thus you Tie that prayer is an expreſſ/0z 
of holy and good deſires,and it is an offering them vp 
to the Lord. 

I will not ſtand vpon that (you are wellenough 
inſtructed in it) that whatſoever petition is made 
to the creature, it is not a prayer,, it muſt onely 
be offered vptothe Lo n ». | 

Then I adde, it is ſuch as muſt ariſe fom 
the regenerate part, that is,looke how.much there 
is of the regenerate part ina prayer, looke how 
much the holy Spirit hath to doc init, looke how 
much comes from that which 1s: called the 7x- 
ward man,ſo ftarre it is ſanctificd,lofarrethat pra- 
yer is accepted,and no further. But,that we may 
open this a littlemore fully,we will ſhew you it 
by ſome other expreſſions of prayer, that wee 
ftinde in rhe Scriptures.. 

It is called. a 4ft:ng vp ofthe heart to God, a pou- 


Virg of h:1z in (Þ:rit, lo Paulcalleth it. Now it we | 
open theſe phraſes to. you a little, you _ 


| know more fully wherein the nature of right 


praying to G © Þ conſiſts. That phraſe the Apo- 
{tle vieth, whom TI ſerue inmy ſpirit (it is the ſame 
ing and | 
prayer) 
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prayer)Now what is thatto pray to G o Þ inthe 
{ſpirit « for we may ſay,a man cannot make a pra- 
yer,but there is an act of his minde goes to 1t, 
and cvery man what ſervice ſoever he performes 
| his ſpirit muſt needes hauec a hand in it, fo that it 
cannot be performed withoutthe minde. 

I take thus to be the meaning of i,the Apoſtle 
his ſcope, is to diſtinguiſh the true and holy fer- 


vices of G o »Þ from thoſethat are bur ſhadowes, 
and counterfeit, that are but the body and car- 
cafle of right ſervice. Therefore, whea he ſaith, 
 ſcrue the Lord in my ſpirit, or, 1 pray inthe ſpirit, 


O 


| the meaning is this, when the prayer of a man 
is not onely that which the vnderſtanding di- 
ctates to him,but when the whole ſoule, the will 
and affections goe together with his petition, 
and whatſoever the petition is, a mans heart 1s at- 
fected accordingly. As, for example, if a man 
cometo confeſle his finnes, and yet flcights them 
{ lnwardly in his heart; if a man pray for reconct- 
{ Liation with G © Þ, and yet haue no longing and 


To ſerue Ged 
in the ſpirit 


what, 


| ighing in his heart after 1t, if hee earneſtl aske | 
gracc,andthe mortification of ſinfull luſts, when | 
the heart doth not inwardly ſecke it,, now hee 
prayes not in the ſpirit. To pray in the ſpirit is as 
that in J0þ.4..24. He willbe worſhipped in ſpirit and | 
zu truth. The meaning is,19 to pray,that the heart 
goe together with our petition, alſo, this is the 
meaning of that when a man powreth forth his 
ſoule beforethe Lo x v. So Hannah ſaith of her 
ſelte;.1 am a woman troubled,grc, And powre out my 
ſoule beforethe Lord, That is, when a man delivers 
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Tohn 4 24. þ 
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the ſoule to 
God,what. 


AVSTIN. 


Note. 


\ 
To pow1e out 


to G © v that which the vnderſtanding and mind 
hath deviſed ;(for prayer is nota worke of wit,or 
of memoric ) but when a man powreth forth 'his 
whole ſoute(that is)his will,and affedtions, when 
they goec together, when there is no reſervation ; 
in his minde; but when all within him is opened | 
and explicate, and expoſed to. the view of the 
Lox », notas Auſtin faith of himſclfe, when he 
came to pray for the mortifying of his luſts,ſaith}|. - 
hee, 1had a ſecret inward deſire that it ſhould not be 
done. Therctore when the ſoxle 75 powred forth, | 
the meaning is,that all be opened to him; {ſo thar | 
| when a man will make an acceptable prayer, he 
muſt make ti1s accompt, he muſt then call in all 
his thoughts and affections, and recolleft them 
together as the lines 1n the center,or as the Sunne 7 
beames in burning glaſſe,and that makes prayer 4 
ro be hot and fervent; whereas otherwile it is but : 
a cold and diflipatcd thing, that hathno ftrength 
or cthcacic 1n it. 

Now withall, this you muſt know, that when [ 
wee {ay-the whole ſoule muſt goe together with c 
the p-tition, the meaning 1s, that nor onely the 
| WHI, and aftections be implayed, (for in a natu- 
rall man,in bis deftre of health, when heis fick,or | 
_ | Wanteth aſhſtance and guidance 1n ditficule caſes, 
[not onely the ynderitanding, but the will and at- 
tcftions arc buſte enough, it is likely) and there- f 
torc we addethat further, that that which is cal- 
Iced the ſpirit, which is diffuſed in the whole ſoule 
that that be {et on worke in the performance of 
this holy dutie tothe Lo x », whenſgever wce 
| ſecke to him in prayer. For | 


Ss 27, 
"M4 > hs 6s 5 
WS La Ye ot Wet 


POT Oey _— —IY 


—_ —__ \ 


= 4)” '- Fe. Fu 
ng; v9. 5 abt 


| 


9 


— — Rr 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


For this you know, that there are two things 
in a regenerate mati, *( for that you muſt take for 
granted by the way, that no naturall man is able 
ro make a prayer acceptable to Gov, feeing there 
is ao ſpirit in-him, bur in the regenerate man ) 
there is, I ſay,fleſh and ſpiriznow when we come 
to powre forth our heart to the Lon Þ, that 
which lyes vppermoſt will be ready to be pow- 
red forth firſt;and that which is ſpiritual], it may 


Two thingsin 


2 man ITC gcene- 


rate, 

No naturall 
man cait rake 
an acceptable 
praycry 


, . : "Cha 
be, lycs in the bottome,and that is kept in, and to | 


a man may make a carnall praycr,though he be a | , 


holy man 


holy man; that is, when the fleſh hath gotten the /may make a 
vppcr hand,as in ſome fits it may;whenthe mind | <arvall prayer. 


is filled with worldly forrow and worldly re- 
joycing,and worldly defires,and theſe would be 
expreſied ro the Lox», it 1s a prayer that the 
Lo x Þ regards not, though the man bee holy, 
from whence it comes: butright prayer is this; 
when the regenerate part is acted and ſtirred vp, 
and the fleſh that hinders, muſt be removed. For 
you know this,that whereſoever there is a rege- 
nerate part in any man, there 15 a great apr- 


nefſe in that to call ypon G © »; and it cannor be 


Right prayer 
what, 


DO —_— J— 


disjoyned from it, but that is not alwayes in a&. | a 
As we ſcc a fountaine, it hath alwaycs an aptnes | $;mile, 


to powre forth water, it is ready to breake into a | 


current, but if it be ftopped with ſtones and mud, 


and other impediments, ir cannot breake out,ſo | 


he thar is a regenerate man, that hath a holy part 
in him, there is anaptneſie to praycr. Which is 
that which our Saviour ſaith, Mat. 26.4.1.The ſp- 
r1t 1s willing, that is, there is alwayes a willing- 

ncſle 


— —— 


An aprneſte in 
the regencrate 
partto praycr, 
Mat.26, 41. 


| 


| 
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| How the ſpirit 

| helpes our in” 

firmitics. 

Rom 8,27. 
Simile. 


Offered vp in 
the name of 


Ieſus Chriſt. 


| 2 Chron, 2 6, 


1 without oy 
AC 


neſle that followes the ſpirit, or the regenerate 
part in a holy man, bur, ſaith he, The fleſh 75 back- 
ward,that is, ſtops this fountaine, and therefore 
| Rom.8.27.The ſpir.tis ſaid there to helpe our 1nfir- 
\mities,and to make our requeſts for vs; that 1s,cven 
as a man remoues ſtones from a fountaine with 
his hands,and when he hath done that, it breakes 
out into a current, ſo the holy Ghoſt remoues this 
fleſh, thar ſtops vp the current, the ſpirit takes a- 
way thoſe carnall impediments that are in vs: 
and not onely ſo, but ſtirreth vp the regenerate 
part; and when that is done, we are able to make 
a ſpirituall prayerto G © Þ in Chriſt Teſus,So that 
is the thing, that you are now to obſerue, that 
the ſpirit muſt helpe our infirmities, when wee 
cometocall vpon G © », and our prayers be {6 
farre acceptable as they be the fruits of the rege- 
nerate pait; now we want-but one thing to adde 
in the definition. 

They are ſuch prayers as are offered to God inthe 

name of leſus Chriſt, 

This is a thing that you all know, that rhoſe 
prayers thatare not offered vp in Chriſt, are not 
acceptable, becauſe the perſon is not regarded. 
It was the ſinne of 7344 in 2 Chron. 26. hee 
would goctothe Temple. himſelte being a King 
on the throne, and he would offer.incenie |with- 
out a Prieſt, We doe the very {elte-ſame thing 
whenſoever we go to offer vp any praycr to God 
Teſus, Inthe oldelaw men might 
bring their ſacritices,but ſtill che Prieſt muſt ofs 
ferthem; ſo muſt we here ; and the reaſon is gi- 
ven, 


| 
| 
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ven, Rev:$. becauſe tne prayers that come from 
vs ſavour of the fleſh, from which they come,and 
the Angel of the Covenant mineleth much incenſe 
withthem, and makes them {weet and acceptable 
to G o Þ, with much incenſe, that is,as the fleſh is 
more, ſo there needes more incenſe, that they 


{may be made acceptableto G o Þ the Father.50 


that we hauec indeed a double interceſlour ; one 
is, the ſpirit that helpes our infirmities, that hclpes 
vsto make our pctitions, that quickens,and Cn- 
{largerh our hearts to prayer.: The other js the 
intercefſour to make them acceprable to G o », 


jet them. So much ſhall ſerue for the firſt thing, 
to ſh2w you what the duty is, whata right, truc, 
and acceptable prayer is. 

Now forthe ſecond, why we muſt pray,(tor that 
objetion a man may make) the Lo x » knowes 
minde welt enough,and what necdes ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of it by prayer © The reaſons briefly 
why the Lo x » will haue vs to pray, are taken; 
Partly from himſelfe. 

And partly from vs.. 

1.From himſclfe,though he be willing to be- 
ſtow mercies vpon vs,yet he will haue vs ask his 
leaue before he doth it. As, you know, fathers 
do with their children,chough they intend to be- 
ſtow ſuch things vpon them,as are needfull, yet 
they will hauc their children to ask them;&as it 
is a common thing among men, though they be 
willing a man ſhould paſle _— their ground 


yer they will haue leaue asked, becauſe by that 


that he may receiue them, and not refuſe ang re- 


[ 


Rexel.8, 
Why wee muſt 
| offer our prays 
ers in ,Chrilts 
name. 


po IR 


2. 
Why the Lord 
will baue vs-yo 
pray, ſecing he 
knowes our 
wants, 


» _ 


ru 


I 


In reipet of 
himſelfe, - 


Simile, 


Stmile, 


meanes| 


| 


Tr 


| 
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' 8, To acknoy- 
| ledge his pro- 
pcrtyinins gifts 


Smile. 


Simile. 


Glory what, 


' meancsthe property is acknowledged, otherwiſe 


it would be takenas a common high way, ſothe 
Los » will haue his ſervants come and aske, thar 


| they may acknowledge the property hee hath in| 
thoſe gifts hee beſtowes vpon them : Indeed ,o-{ 
| therwiſe we would forget in what tenure we hold 
theſe bleſſings wee enjoy, and what ſervice wee 
owetotheLo x »,. asyou know there is an ho-' 
mage due tothe Lord, that the Lozxp might be 
 acknowledged;{o the Lox » will haue this dutic 
| of prayer performed, that we may acknowledge 
| him,that we hold all ofhim, and that we might 
| remember the ſervice that we ought to doe him, 
'to riſe and goe at his command, that is, to doe 
| his ſervice, which we would be ready to forget, 
it we were not accuſtomed to the duty of calling 
on him. | 

Likewiſe he will haue it done for his honours 
' fake, he will haue men call upon him, thar they | 
; may learne to reverence him, and likewiſe that 
others might be ſtirred vp to reverence him, and 
to honour him,and to feare him. The ſervants of | 
a Prince doing honour and reverence to their 
| Lord, they ſtirre vp thoſe that are lookers on: 
| And asthe Schoolemen ſay of glory, — is 
| properly this,not when a man hath an excellen- 
| cie in him, ( for that hee may haue, and yer be 
| without olorie) butgloric is an oſtentation, a 
ſhewing out of that excellencie, Ir is the phraſe! 
that is vſed in the Sacrament; you ſhall celebrate 
the Sacrament that yqu-may ſhew forth the Lords 


' death; ſothe Lon will have vs come Gc call vp- 
on| 


—— 


| ſhalt haze proſperity. Now, you know how ac- 
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—— 
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on his name to ſhew forth the duty of prayer,and 
that we may ſhew forth his glory. This is for 
the L o « Þ himſclfe, 

Now for our ſ{clues, we are to doe it, partly, 
rhat the graces of his Spirit may. be increaſed in 


vs: for prayer exerciſcth our graces,every grace 


is exerciſed in prayer, and they being exerciſed 
are increaſed. See an excellent: place for this in 
Inde 20. That you may edifie your ſclues in the holy 
faith praying in the holy 6hoft ; as if he ſhould ſay, 
the way to edifie your ſclues, and build vp your 
ſclues, is to pray in the holy Ghoſt , that is, ſpiri- 
ruall prayer, madethrough the power, and affi- 
ſtance, and ſtrength of the holy Ghoſt: Every ſuch 
prayer builds vs vp, it increaſeth every grace in 
vs, faith, and repentance, and loue, and obedi- 
ence, and fearc, all are increaſed by prayer. 

Partly, becauſe they are exerciſed and ſet on 
worke in prayer ; for the very exerciſe jncreaſeth 


Ithem. : 


. And partly alſo, becaule prayer brings vs to 
Communion with G o v. Now,if good compa- 
ny increaſe grace, how much'more will Com- 

munion withthe Lo « » himtelfe quicken and 

increaſe it. | 

. Moreover, this duty is required, that we may 

be acquainred with God; for there is a ſtrangencs 
betweenerhe Lox o and vs, when we'doe na call 

vpon his name, Ir is the command which youu 

ſhall finde in [ob.22.21. Arquarnt thy ſelfe with the 

Lord, that thon maiſt haxe peace with him, and thou 


quaintance 


2, In reſpet of 
our ſclues, 

I 
That the gra- 
ces in ys may 
bc increaſed, 


Jude 20. 


4 
_—_ 


To exerciſe 
grace, 


bi 
To bring vs to . 
communton 


with Gcd, 


To avyoide | 
ſtrangeneſſe | 
ro Cod. 


Tob. 33, 21, 
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S:imile. 
How acquain- 
tance is gotten 


and lolt-. 


$ 


To teach vs 
thankfulnefle. 


Note, 


What we get 


thankfully, 


without pray- 
eris ſpent yn- 


| ſcnce, the more wee are acquainted with him. 


— 


quaintance growes amongſt men , ir is by con- 
verſing together, by ſpeaking one to another. On 
the other fide, we ſay, when that is broken off, 
when they ſalute not, when they ſpeak not toge- 
ther, a ſtrangeneſle growes; ſo it is in this: when 
we come tothe Lo x », and are frequent, and 
fervent inthis duty of calling vpon him, we grew 
acquainted with him, and without it wee grow 
ſtrangers, and the Lox» dwells afarre off, we are 
notable ro behold him, except-we be accuſto- 
med to it, and the more wee come into his pre- 


Therefore that is another reaſon why we ſhould 
vie this, that we may get acquaintance with the 
Loxp. | | 
Likewiſe, that we may learne to be rthankefull 
to him for thoſe mercies we haue received from 
him;for,if G © » ſhould beſtow mercics vpon vs 
vnasked, we would forget rhem, his hand would 


yes a oe_-o—_d_ 


not be acknowledged in them; and wee would 
not ſce his providence in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ- 
. ſings that we doe enjoy, but when wee cometo 
. askeevery thing before him, we are then readiec 
to ſee his hand more, and to prize it more, and 
we are diſpoſed to more thankefulneſſe. So that 
it is a (ure rule commonly, what we winne with 
prayer,that wee weare with thankefulneſſe, and; 

that which we get without, prayer, wee 
| and vſc without any lifting vp of the heart to 
Go », in praiſing him, and acknowledging his 
hand, in beſtowing it vpon vs; ſo you ſee what 


ſpend, | 


hand 


this duty is. And, 


| 


—_— 


Secondly, 
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4 5 
4 Secondly,why the Lo x Þ will haue this any 

s performed, | | EY 
2 Now, thirdly, (in a word) "what is it to pray | 3: Whatirise 


. Sy . ray conti- 
continually * The word in the originall ſignifi- ps 


cth, ſuch a performance of this duty, that you | anuatrr- | 
doe not ceaſe to doe it, at ſuch times-as Go » 
requires it at your hands. Compare this with 
that in the ſecond Epiſtle to Ti/»-0thy, x. 3. The | 2 Tim-1:3- 
"4 Apoftle faith there, that hee hath him in cort/- 
# unall remembrance , praying for him night and day, 
where thg ſame word is vicd thar is here. Now 
we cannot thinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
in continualt remembrance, that hee was never | 
out of his thought, but' the meaning is, when 
he.did call vpon G o p, from day' to day, hee | 
ſtifl remembred him. So that to'pray continually, | 
; 1s to pray very. much, to pray at thoſe times 
| when Go v.requires vs to pray. For itis the de-| 1dleneſſe, what 
 finition thar Philoſophers g1ue of idlencs, aman | 
is then ſaid to-be idle, when hee doth not that 
which hee ought; in the time when it is requiren 
of him. He is an idle manthat workes not, when 
| hee oughtto worke; : ſo heg is faid not to pray 
| continually, that prayesnort when he ought to 
pray. So that I conceiue this to be the'meaning | 
: of the Apoſtle , Rezoyce evermore , (ſaith hee)! 
bur when hee comes to this exhortation of 
prayer, hee contents not himſelfe to fay yy 
very often, . but pray continually , as :wee vic 
to expreſle our '{elucs when wee would - have a 
thing frequently done, wee ſay, ſee that you be ) 
alwaycs doing of this. So the Apoſtles ſcope is | 
| t 
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| 16 
| 


obf. 


A conftant 


\ courſe of pray® 'to 


'cr, ar leaſt 
| ewicea day 15 
| our duty. 


© | Queſt. 


| Anſw. 

| The grounds 
of it, 

1. From the 
text, 


2. From exan- 
ples. 


| Dan,s. 3. 


3. From rea* 
| ſons. 


x. That God 
might be wor- 


| 


to ſhew thatit ſhould bee excceding often, and 


that it ſhould bee very much done. Hence wee 
[gather this by the way, that wee are bound 
keepe our conſtant courſe of calling vpen 
'Go », at the leaſt twiceaday, whatſocver wee 
doe more. | 
But you will ſay, what ground haue you fo 
that, why doc you inſtance in that twice a 


day * | | ; 
The ground of it is this, when the Apoſtle 
bids vs pray-cortinually, doe it exceeding much, 
doe it very often, the leaſt we can doe it15 twice 
a day, we may doe 1t oftner;bur that,I ſay, isthe 
leaſt. When wee haue ſuch a command as this, 
when we haue ſucha precept as this, pray comting- 
ally, and this rule illuſtrated by ſuch examples as 
we hauc inthe Scriptures, why is it recorded, if 
it be not true of every example in that kinde that 
1s ſaid of the generall example, 1 Cor. 10.They are 
written for our learning ? when it is faid that Da- 
vidprayed oft, and Daniel cxprelly in Day. 6.3. 
He prayed three times a day, that was his conſtant 
courle,I fay,we may think weare bound to do it 
at the leaſt twice a day. Confideralittle the rea- | 
fon of it why we are bound to doe it; In the Tem- | 
ple,you know,the L o x p was worſhipped twiſe 
a day,there was the morning,and the evening ſacri- | 
fice. What was the ground of that commande- 
ment 2 there was no reaſon of it, but that: the 
Lox» might be worſhipped, 8& thar was the thme 
that he would haue it done twice aday, morning 
andevening : but beſides that, tt wasnot oy 
that 
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—— —_— 


| 


cine” Sr . 5 > 
PR 2 Y OY 
+5 a os 


: "" % RS er ; 
ISHS -+ 4 , , 
LS 2 WI _ 
+ _—_—x; Po 0 - 


| © The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


char the Lox »,might be worſhipped,(wherin we 


morning and evening.) But likewiſe onr occalſi- 
| ONS are ſuch, that that is the leaſt we can doe to 


[call vpon him conſtantly morning and evening: | 
for there is no day bur wee, vie many blciſings, | 
;and wetake many of his creatures. Now we may 
| not take any of them without his leaue; lo thar 
thou art bound to aske for them betore thou take 
them,and pray for a bleſſing vpon them; or elle 
thou haſt no right tothem, thou haſt no lawfull 
vic of them, that place is plaine,1 T1m.4. Every 
Creature of God is good, and ought not tobe ref-ſed, 
if it be received with thanksgivine; for it is ſanttified 
by prayer. So that, if you take common bleſhings 
every day,and doe not {ecke them at the Loxps 
hands before you take them, they are not ſaneti- , 
fied vato you, you haue not a lawfull vie of 
them, y ou haue no right vnto them. | 

Beſides, my Beloved, it is that which the Lon v | 
commands in every thing, Make your requeſts 
knowne in every thing, that is, whenſoever you | 
nced any thing, make your requeſts knowne ; 10 | 
in every thing gine thankes, And therefore the leaſt | 
we candoe when we haue received,and doe need | 
ſo many mercies,is to gue thankes, and to ſccke | 
to him ſo often, from day to day. 

Moreover,doe not our hearts need it, are they, 


to contract hardneſle, are they not ready to goe 
from the Lox o, and to be hardened from Gods 
ferear Therefore this duty is needfull, in that re- 

| C gard,| 


ſhould follow thatexample of worſhipping him| 


That we may 
uſe blefſings a- 


right, 


I Tim. 


3 
From Gods 


cornmand, 


4. 
not ready to goe out of order,are they not ready | To keepe our 
hearts inorder 
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neſſeof daily 
ſinacs. _ 


y ſe. 1. 


Shewing the 
miſery wicked 


| men, inthat 


they cannot 
(prays 


To get forgiue. | 


| gard,to compoſe them,and bring'them backe a- 

gainc in order, 

Moreover,doe not the fignes we commit dai- 
ly,put a neceſſity vpon vs,of doing this,thart they 

may be forgiven, and done away, and that we 


not thinke thar it is an arbitrary thing to call vp-| 
on Ge4twice a day, becauſe there is no __ 


places that I haue named, andthe reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceſſitie lyes vpon vs to doc 
it. So much ſhall ſerue forthat, I come now to 
_ ſome vic of this that hath beene delive- 
red. 

Firſt,in that ſuch prayers, as the L074 accepts, 
are an expreſſion of holy deſires, ſuch deſires as 
rife from the regenerate part of a man: Hence 
then we lee that alt naturall menare in a. miſera- 
ble condition, when rimes of extremity come, & 
when the dayof death comes, whenthere is no 
helpe inthe world, but ſeeking to the Zord,when 
all the creatures forſake them, and are not able 
to helpe them;and there is no way togoe to'the 
Lord but by praycr;if praier be an effect,and fruit 


'of the regenerate part of a man, a carnall man 
| is not able to helpe himſelfe, he is in a-miſerable 
; condition. Thercfore [er men conſider this that 
purall off to times of extreamity. Pur the caſe, 
' thou haſt warning enough.at ſuch a rimeyput the 
caſe thou haſt rhe vie of thy vnderſtanding, . yet 
thou art not able to doe any good without this: 


may be reconciled 'to God againe? Therefore doe; 


lar expreſſe command; for if you conſider theſe] 


for, if there be not grace-in the heart, thou art 


not 
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;the ſhedding of his blood, That we through him, 
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not able to make a ſpirituall ay a totheLony, 
that the Lox » accepts. Therefore take heede of 
deterring, and putting off; labour to be rege- 
nerate, to haue your hearts renewed, while you 
haue time, and if thou be not able to call vpon 
G 0D inthe time of health, how wilt thou doe it 
when thy wits, and thy ſpirit are ſpent, and loſt, 
and in the times'of ſickneſle and extreamitie 7 
Therefore letthat be conſidered, which we doe 
but rouch by the way briefly. 

Secondly, ifthe L o x v command this, if it 
bethe command of G o », pray continually: Then 
take heede of negleing this duty, rather be ex- 
horted to be frequent.,and fervent in it, to corts- 
nue therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance. 


ready to omit it;or to come to it vnwillingly,or 
elſe we performe it in a carclefle, and negligent 
manner, not confidering, what a command lyeth 
vpon the ſons of men to performeit conſtantly, 
and conſcionably. I belcech you conſider this, 
that it is a priviledge purchaſed by the blood of 
Teſas Chriſt, chriſt dyed forthis end, it coſt him 


might haue entrance tothethrone of grace, and will 
you let{uch a priviledge as this lic ſtill « If you 
doe,fo'farre avis in you, you caulc his blood to 
be ſhed in vaine: for, if you negle the priviled- 
Ses gotten by that blood, ſofar you neglect the 

loed, that procured them ; but to hey this 
duty, is to negle&that. Beſides, if we aske you 


It.is acommon fault amongſt vs, either we are | 


pſe.z. 
Eph,6, 


Motiues ts 
prayer, 


Chriſt dyed for 
this cnd. 


the rcaſon, why you abſtain from other ſins, why 
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It is Gods 
command, 
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3 
Theexample 


of Saints, , . 


:\ Dan, 6, 


Eph 2, : 


! 


[cauſe the Lo « Þ hath commanded you; Harh, 


BA 
| The equity of 


'T It, 


you ſteale not, why. you commir not adultery, 


and murther ; The reaſ{onthat you giue, is, be- 


notthe Lox » commanded you to pray con- 
ſtantly,at all times 2 Jf you make conſcience of 
one commandement, why doe you'not of an 
other'?'--*' ty TEN 
Conſider Daxiel in this caſe;in the 6.0f Dariel, 
he would not omit a conſtant courſe of prayer, 
he did it three times a day, and that was his 'or-! 
ditary cuſtome. If he would not omit it ro.ſpare 
his life, if he would not omir it in ſuch a caſe of 
dangeras that, why will you omit it for bufi- 
nefſe, for alittle advantage, for a little ,gaine, f 
for a little wealth or pelfe,” or pompe, ' or plea- 
ſure, or whatſoever may: draw you from that 
duty ? | 
| Doe but conſider whar an vnreaſonable, and 
what an vnequall ting it is,that when the Lox'Þ 
gmes vs meate and drinke, and cloathes'; from 
day to day, waen he glues vs fleepeeyery night, 
when he provides for vs ſuch comforts, as wee 
haue neede.of, as there is nor:the leaſt creature 
thardoth vs any f{ervice, butas farreas he fcrs.it 
on worke to doc ther fervice, for vs to forget 
him, and notto g:::© aim thankes, and net to 
aske theſe things at his hands, not;ro.ſceke vnto 


doc, when we neglect this-duty : 1 {ay,it is a pro- 
tefſion of living witiout Go inthe world;jwe 
are ſtrangers to hi:a, it is open rebellion againſt 
him, Therefore take hoede of omitting it, «rake 


him, but to live as w:thont God inthe world, as we'| 


heed of neglecting i... Beſides 


———_ 
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| his requeſt, that the L o « » would gize him fa- 


| may {ay for every other bleſſing. AIlGop s trca- 


had the bloody iſſue, when ſhe had ſpent all vp- 


 man,whoſe mind we would haue turned towards 


owne ſakes, it we. conſider what vic wehaue of 
this duty for our ſclues. Is it not the-key that 0- 
penethall G © Þ s tfeaſures © when heaven was 
hut vp,was not this the key that opened? . when 
the wombes were. ſhut vp, was not this it that 0- 
pened £ you know, Ela/ prayed for raine; owe 


{ures are locked vp,to thoſe that doc not call vp- 
on his-name, this opens the doore to rhem all, 
whatfoever they be that we haue occaſion to vic, 
this is effeuall; irdothir better then any thing 
beſides. If man be ficke,I will be bold to lay it, 
a faithtull prayer is more able to heale hisdileaſe 
then the beſt medicine, The prayer of faith ſhall 
heale the ſicke, Iam. 5 . you know,the woman thar 


on Phiſitians, and could doc no good, then ſhe 
comes to Chriſt,and offered a faithtull prayer to 
him,rhatdid it, when ſo many years phiſick could 
not doe ut;Beloved,if there be a Prince,or a great 


vs, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooxer then the 
beft friends, So it was with Nehemiah;you know 


vour inthe ſight of the man,if we be in any ſtrait,as 
it was in Joſephs caſe, if wee haue any difliculr 
matter to bring to paſſe, this-prayer and ſeeking 
tothe Lo « will cxpcdite, and {et vs at liberty 
ſooner,it will findea way to bring it about more 


then all the wits inthe world;becauſc it ſets God 
on worke. Y ou hauc no power to doe any thing. 


3 Certainely 
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Beſides all this, wee ſhould doc- it for our ” BE 
The benefit of 


it. 


Prayer the key 
to unlocke 
Cods 1trcaſarcs, 


Iamexs. 5, 


Nchem, '2. 
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| Prayer preva» 


lent. 


6 
Itis the beſt 
way to fill the 
heart with 10y. 


a 6.24, 


lames.5.13. 


| Phil, 4.6. 


FG 


1 world,they ſer the divella worke;but prayer ſets 
Gop a worke,it ſets him a worke to do vs good,]. 


Certainly a praying Chriſtian thar is prevalent 
and potent with G o Þ, (that ſeckesto him) he is. 
able to doe more then  all:the witches inthe 


& to hcale ys, & to deliver vs out of extremities; 


andthereforc, I ſay,for our owne ſakes, even qut| 


of ſelt-loue,and for common comforts, you haue 
necd to vie this. Certainely,if theſe things were 
belecved, ( but you heare them, you giue vs the 
hearing for the time, but if they were beleeved,) 


many would be more frequent in-this duty, they 
| would not be ſo negligent in it, or come 1n..1ſo 
icareletſe a manner to 1t. _ | 

| Beſides this, I beſeech you to confider this, e- 
very man delires joy,and comfort, & commonly 
one thing thar keepes vs oft from this. duty, 1s 
{ports and pleaſures, one thing or other, that we 


rake delightin, which dampe and hinder vs in 
rheſe rhings,1n ſpirituall performances, Prayer 
is the beſt way ot all other to fill thy heart with 
joy,as we ſec in 10h.16.24.hefſaiththere, In. my 
name you haue asked nothing hitherto, but now aske, 
that yorr 10y may be full. This is one motive that 
; Chy.{t victhto exhort vs to bee frequent in this 
duty.thart our joy may be full: that I rake to bee 
the meaning of that of [ames. 5 . 1f any manbe ſad, 
let him pray; not onely becauſe prayer is ſutable 
to ſuch a diſpoſition, but likewiſe it will cheexe 
him vp, itis the way to get comfort, if any be 
ſad,lct him pray. So it is in Phil.4.6. In allthings 


SH 4 hv 


rake your requeſts kniuwne, andthe peace of God (ball 
| OTE: keepe 


——c _ 
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keepe you tn the communion of 1eſus Chriſt: That is 
it.that brings peace, and quietneſſe;and therefore 
there is much reaſon,why we ſhould be conſtant 
in this duty,tt41s that which quickens vs,it is that 
| which fills vs with joy, and comfort, and with | 
peace, which isthat every one deſires, 
Morcover,conſider it is thy buckler, prayeris 
the helmetthar keeps thee ſafe, when a man neg- | Mr Ricycon- 
| le&s ir, when heceaſcth to goe t2 God by prayer, | 7 _—_—_ 
when he once ſhewes himſelfero be a ſtrangerto| 
the Lord by negleting this duty, then he is out 
of the pales of hisprorection, like the conies that 
goe out of their burrowes: for ſois the Zoxdto 
|thoſc that pray, the Zo-4 is a protection to thoſe 
that call ypon his name, The very calling vpon 
his name 1s a running ynder Gods wings, as it : 
were, that is, a putting our ſelues vnder his ſha- 
dow , . but when thou neglecteſt that, rhou wan. 
dreſt abroad from him, Now doe we not necde 
{protection from outward dangers, from day tq/ 
day? doe we nat needro be kept from the inward | 
danger of ſinne and temprarion? ſurcly prayer is 
one part.ofthe þ/7itnall Armour, as we {ce Ephe6, py e. 
In the compleat armer of 604, prayer 1s reckoned vp | 
the laſt, as that that buckles vp all the reſt, Cah | 
the Apoſtle, Contrave in prayer,and watch to 1t with | 
perſeverance, And you hauc the more reaſon ra falerrewner, 
do ir, becauſe it is nor only a part of this armour, ofche ſpigicuall 
but it enables you to vic all the reſt, ro vie the amour 
word,&1o vic faith; for prayer ſtirs them vp all, | 
What is it to have Armour, and not td hape it 
ready; now praicr makes it ready, Thertorc you! 


C 4 ſee: 
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Mat, 26.41. 


Nite. -. 


d 


{ec Chriſt preſcribes the fame rule in A44t,26.4.1. 
pray that ye enter not into temptation, . as if that 
were the way to ſecure vs, and to ſhelter vs, and| 
to kcepe vs lafe from falling into temptation, It 
is a thing I would adviſe you to, .to pray,and to 
ſceke ro the Lo k » continually, Therfore,if we 
{hould vic-onely this reaſon to you, .to be con- 
ſtant inthis duty, becauſe it is- for your ſafety, 
it were ſufficient, You know when a man is 4s 4 
Citty whoſe walls are broken downe, when hee lyes- 
expoſed to-temptation;he is-in a dangerous caſe. 
So I may vic this D//emza to you, if you haue a 
diſpoſition, .if you thinke thus, L hope I am well 
enough, I hope my heart is in a temper good | 
enough, I am not.now expoled .to.any.tempta- 
tion, [ feare nothing, make this. argument againſt 
thy ſelfe, why doc I neglect ſo good a gale, if| 
my hcart bc {o well diſpoſed to pray,, why doc 
L then omir it  Apaine,if there be any ,indiſpo- 
tion.in me, why doc I hazard my felie « whar if |. 
Sathan ſhould ter vpon thee? what if the world |. 
ſhould ſet vpon thee © whar if a ſutable temprari- 
on agreeable to thy luſts be offered? art thou not 
in danger? and therefore a conſtant courſe ſhould 
be kept in it, we ſhould take hced of being negli- 
gent 11it, And will a man now proteſle thar he 
; hopes he is the ſervant of G © »,and inagoode- 
 ſtatc,although he do not pray ſo much as others, 
(we ipeak.not of frequeicy f1mply, but of ſuch a 


wee c:nnot. | performance as is required tay, to profeſle that 
louc Chriſt bur 
wec mult. cal 


\vpon him, 


thouart a ſervant of Chriit, and that thou loveſt 
; him, and char hee is thy husband, and thacthou 
; | art : 


— 


[ro man, or if they goe to G » », they doe it neg- 
[ligently, they poſt over the matter, ſo as they j 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


art his fervant,and yer thou calleſt not vpon-him 
from day to day;this'is att idle thing,itis impoſ- 
fible, if thou didſt lone him, thou wouldeſt ex- 
preſſe thy ſelfe in calling vpon his name. . Shall 
a friend that is but'an acquaintance to vs. in 
whomwee delight, come to- vs, and wee arc 
willing to ſpend many houres with him, and 
ſhall we proteſfle our ſclues to be friends of Gop 


in him, and yetnegle this duty? this is a com- 
mon thing amongſt you;- when: you- ſee a man 
that meditatesall his matters himſelfe, or if hee 
doe open his minde, and tell them to ſome bo- 
dicelſe, it muſt bee ſuch a one as profeſſeth 
to be a friend to him; now if this friend ſhould 
never hecare from him , nor hce ſhould never 
ſpeake ro-him, orit hee doc, itis inſucha neg- 
ligent manner, as4t may appeare; hee doth not 
truſt him, hee doth not regard what he can doe 
for him, and hee doth ir ſo ſhortly, that hee.can 
ſcarcely tell what the bufineſle is, I ſay, in fac a 
caſe, would you not reckon his profeſſion of 
friendſhip to be an idle, and empry proteſſhon ? 

now apply ittothy ſelfe,thoſe that ſay they haue 
communion with $S o.D, and they hopetheir c- 
ſtate is good enough, they ſtand'in good tearmes 
with him, bur yer,if they be in any neceſſity,for 
all the matters and occaſions that fall our trom 

day to day, cither they thinke of them inthem- 

ſelues, or they are apt enough to declare them 


and him to be a friend to vs, and that we delight | 


| 


Sizxule., 


If we befriends 
of Gd , wee 
muſt acquaint |- 
him with our 
ſtare by prayer. 


| 


haue\ 


- 
ne 
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; have ſcarce leiſure to expreſſe rhemſclues and 
| their doings z dec you thinke hee will rake ſuch 
for friends * and doe you thinke, that this is a 
true, ſound and hearty profeſſion « Therefore 
(ro end this) I þeleech you conſider it, 
and take heede of being remifle, and 
negligent in it,you {ce it is a com- 
mand from the Lon », 
pray continually, 


And ſo much fer this time, 


TE —_ 
ON mom—a——a _ 
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THE | 


| SECOND 
SERMON. 
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I THESS.5. 17. 
Pray continually. + 


Otto repeate what hath beene de- 
| livered , bur to preſlce this point 
{ on vs a little further, (for whart 1s 
* more neceſſary, then that wee 
Cr Ne ſhould keepe a conſtant courſe in 
this duty, fince the very life of Religionconſiſts 
init?) I adde thisto all I prefſed in the morning, 
that if youdoe neglet 1t, it expoſeth you to great mw 
diſadvantage, both for the outward man, and for | Ti, _— | 
the inward man, and therc are but theſe two that | aduantage 

| you neede to care for. . mCns 


For 


—- 


ms 
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I 
; |In the out” 
' | ward man, 


Simile. 


2 


{ In the iaward 


mang 


$imile, 


Iob.15.4+ 


| 


| 


! haue outward comforts in abundance, 
[the blefling is wanting ; and not onely ſo, bur it 


For the outward man, it depriues you of the 
bleſſing ; pur the caſe, you haue never ſo goed 
ſuccefle in your enterprizes ;. put the caſe you 
ct ſtill 


vncovers the roofe, as.it wcre , and the curſe is 
rained downe vpon your tables, vpon your meat 
and drinke, vponall the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in hand. We conſider not 
what we doe, when weenegle& this duty, what 
dangers wee cxpole our {clues vnto from day to 
day ; for it is one thing to haue outward com- 
forts,and anorher thing to haue the bleſſing with 
them. | 
Beſides, conſider what lofſe you ſuffer in the 
inward man, when you _— this duty at any 
time; for thatis ready to 
ro goc out of order, it is ready to contract hard- 
neſle, to contract ſoile ; ſpirituall grace is read 
to decay. Ir falls out with mans hearr,as ir dot 


with a garden that is neglected , it will quickly 
be overrunne with ——_ it you looke not di- 
ligently to it,and the way to looke to it is con- 
ſtancy in this duty. That is a notableplace, 7ob. 
| 154+ When Eliphas obſerved ſome diſtemper in 
Jobs affetions(as he apprehended it)he tells him 
that the ſpeech hee yied was not comely, bur 
vaine,and ſinfull;and what then ſurely rob(faith 
| hee) thou reſtraineſt prayer from the Lord, as if hee 
ſhould ſay, it is impoſſible, . 766, that thou ſhoul- 
| deft fall into.theſe diſtempers, if thou diddeſt 


keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty. ;-there- 


_—_—_—_—___—_ 


_—_ — i —— 


e diſtempered, and 


fore| 
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fore ſurely,faith he, thou reſtraineſt prayer from 
che Lox »; Soit is with vs,let vs reſtraine prayer 
from G o »,and diſtempers will ariſe quickly in | 
3 our ſpirits, worldly mindednefſe will be ready _— 
'F togrow vpon vs, wee ſhall be apt to be carnall, bone be neg- 
3 we ſhall forget G © », and forger our ſ{clues, and |l-fcd. 
| forget the good purpoſes, and defires wee had, 
and therefore, that you may keepe your hearts 
| in order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courle in this 
x duty : for if you doe, (though your peace be in- | 
, terrupted) this wwll repaire it againe,it will make | 
vp the breaches againe ; though there be ſome 
diſtempered affections, that grow vpon vs, yet 
prayer will compoſe all. As flcepe compoleth | gSimile. 
drunkenneſle;ſo prayer will compoſe the affecti- 
ons, a man may pray himſelfe ſober againe, no- 
thing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more-effe- | 
ctually ; and this you ſhall ftinde, that as youzei- | ++_a 
| ther omitir, or ſlight ir over ; ſo you ſhall finde 
| proportionable weakenefle growing vpon the 
tnward man, as the body feeles, when 1t neg- 
| lecteth either ſleepe, or dict, or exerciſe: there- 
fore, toend this exhortarion, ler vs be conſtanr 
in it. | 
Onely remember this, (when we exhorrt you 
thus to keepe a conſtant courſe, for which you | wee were +a 
heard ſog'many reaſons inthe morning, I ſay, re- | good nor pie 
{ member this caurion) that if it be performed ina | 3 2rmalto. 
formall, or in a cuſtomary, and overly manner, | yerly manner: 
you were as good to omit it altogether: for theþ . 
| L @ « Þ takes nor our prayers by number,bur by | * 
waight: when itis an onward pifture, a dead 
| carcaſſe 


Pe ——_—_ , tas  . 


| right, 
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| 


When prayer is 
perfcrmed a- 


| 


Simile, 


$imile, 


Prayerina cu- 
ſtomary man- 
neramends not 
the heart, 


he regards, but hee would haue 


| ther get dry-woad,or he muſt blow till it burne, 


when they are like greene wood,whenyou come: 


carcafle of prayer, whenthere is no life, no fer- 
vencie init, hee regards it not, be not deceived 
inthis, itis avery vſuall deceit, it may bee a 
mans conſcience would bee vpon him, if hee 
ſhould omit it alrogerher, and therefore when 
hee doth ſomerhing, his heart is {atiſfied, and 
ſo hee growes worle and worſe ; therefore, 


conſider, that the very doing of the dutie, is} 


not that which the Lo = » heedes, but hee will 
haue ir ſo performed ; thatthe end may bee ob- 
tained, and that the thing: may. be. effected, for 
which you pray.Ifa man ſend his ſervant to goe 
to ſucha place, it 15 not his going toand fro that 
ira to dilpatch 
the buſineile, ſo in all other workes, . hee cares 
not for the formality of performance, bur 
would haue the thing ſo. done, that it may be 
of vie to. him; if you ſet a ſervant to make a fire 


together, and perhaps put a few.coales vnder, 
this is not to make a fire for you, but he.muſt,ei- 


and be fit for vie; ſo when your hearts are vafir, 


to warme them, and to quicken them by prayer 
to.G © d, it may be you poſt over this duty, and 


leaue.your hearts as colde, and as diſtempered as 
they were before: My Beloved,this is not to per- 
forme this dutie: This dutic is effectually perfor- 
med, when your hearts are wrought vpon by it, 
and when they arc Tan. to a þctter tune, and 


for you, and he goc, and lay ſome greene wood | 


to a better temper then 


were before, If you 
ha de 


—_—— 
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find ſinful luſts there, your bufineſſe is ro worke 
them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to ex- 
poſtulate the thing beforethe L © x », and not 

to giue over, till you have ſet all-rhe whecles of 
your ſoule right, till you-haue made your hearts 

perfect with G o »; and if you finde your hearts 

roo much cleaving to the world, you muſt weane 

them,and take them off, it you finde adcadnefle, 

and vnaptnes,and indiſpoſition in you, you muſt 

{lift os your ſoules tothe Lo x p,and nor giue 0- 

ver till 

the dutie in ſuch a manner as the Lox Dp accepts, 
otherwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance: 
for this is hypocriſie, whena man is not willing 
ro let the dutie goe altogether, nor yer ts willing 
to performe it fervently, and in a quicke, and 
zealous manner : for hee that omits.it altogether. 
is a profane perſon; .and hee that performes ir 
zealoufly, and to purpoſe, . is a holy man: bur 
an hypocrite goes betweene both, hee would 
doe ſomerhing-at-it., but hee will not doe it 
rhroughly. And therefore, ..if thou finde that 
thou haft ſlubbered over this dutie from day to 

day, that thou performeſt jt in a negligent man- 

ner, and perfundorily, know thar it is an hy- 

[pocriticall performance; and therefore when we 

ſpend ſo much ffme in exhorting-you to a con- 

ſtant courſe in this dutie, ftill remember, thar 
you muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, thar it 

[may haue heate, andlife init, that itmay be ac- 

ceptableto Go »., and doegood to your owne 
hearts , to bring them to amore holy frame of 


you be quickened,and this 15 to.performe: 


| 


What we muſt 
docin prayer. 


" 
F 


Hypocriſy 


what, 


| 


| grace, 


37 | 
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1. Ovieft, 
This duty re- | 
quireth much | 
ime. 

Anſw., 
I kreefold, 


fs Anſw 
The time ſpent 
in prayer hin- 
dreth not, 


- 


Mal. 3, 


Simile. 


| men,no,ſfaiththeLo xk Þ, it will incre 


grace,andro a better temper, then, 'it may bee, 
you found them in, when you went about the 
durtie, 
And if you obje& now, TI, but it will coſt vs 
much time to doe this 2 
Indeed, one common cauſc,amonsg all the reſt, 
that keepes vs off from the thorow performance 
of this duty, is this : bur, (to ſpeake to that in a 
word) remember this, that the time thar is ſpent 
incalling vpon G © v, hinders you not in your 
buſineſte, though ir ſeeme to hinder you, and 
though it takes ſo much from the heape, yet in- 
deed it increaſcth the heape, as it is ſaid of cithes 
and offerings, brine them 17, and thinke not,that 
becauſe you leſlenthe heape,that you em paven: 
| e your 
ſtore, will open the windowes of heaven, and you 
ſhall haue ſo muchthe more for it; ſo it js true in 
this caſe. In other things you ſee it well enough. 
You know,the baiting of the horſe, hinders not 


the journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and 


2.Anſw. 

It is greater 
then worldly 
buſincſſe, and 
therforeſhould 
be preferred. 


}- 


the whetting ofthe ſithe, though there be a ſtop! 
' inthe worke for atime, yet,as our common ſay- 
ing 18,4 whet 7s no let, and the doing of this.is no| 
; lmpediment, 

| . Secondly,pur the caſe it were,yct is it not the 
| greater buſineſſe 2 what is it that you get by all 
| your labours, and travailes 2 if it be riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon with grace, and 
bolinefle, with that riches wherewich prayer 
makes you rich, But, ſay it be ſomewhat more 
noble then that,as learning,and knowledge; yer, 
what 


— n - - 
ro Jes” 9mir 
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what is ther to the ing of Gops image in 
vs WEIE it nor better to ſpend time to get grace 
to make vs rich £9 God,, to make voto ger ſtrength 
inthe inward man, to paſſe through all varierics 
of afflictions, in getting that which is the chie- 
feſt excellencic of all others: for is not that the 
{ beſt excellencies When Adam was in Paradiſe, 
the having of Gods Image, you know, it excelled 
all other cxcellencies in the world,and ſo it doth 
ſtill, and the more you pray, the more you ger 
of this Page : fora mar! of much praycf is al- 
wayes a man of much grace, ir much increafeth 
| thoſe ſpirituall gifts, which are berter then all the 
outward things you can get by your imployment 
and diligence in them : therefore, 1 ſay, though 
it doe ſpend you much time, yer know (as Chriſt 


ſaid to Adary)he thar prayes much,though he be 
pens looſcr in other things, yer he chooſeth the 


to offer ſacrifice toGo », wouldeſt thou offer that 
which coſt thee nathing 2 if thy continuing in 
prayer, and ſpending much time in it ſhould coft 
thee ſome diſadvantage in thy affairs,and ſhould 
looſe thee that which another gaines, that thou 
getteſt not ſo much knowledge, as another man 
doth, thou docft not ſo much in thy trade, in thy 
buſineſſe,. thou docſt not ſer things in order, as 
thou mighteſt hauc done ; yerknow this, that it 
ipgrear wiſedome to-make our fervicete Go Þ 


oa 


tothe Loyd 


"a 


which coft me nothing gndithere 
D 


0 
| 


coſtly to vs; you know, Dovidschoife:Shell bo bee 
re 
he 


' What is mens 
beſt excellency 


Prayer increa- | 


ſeth Gods I- © 


| Mage, 


| LA of all, conſider this, when thou commeſt $.Anſw. 


vvith difadyan- 
tage, that our 
ſacrifice may 
colt ſomewhat, 
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I, Obieft. 
In reſpe& of 
vnhtnefle. 


"Ma Anſw. 
God accepts tlic 
will for the 
deed,when, 


2 Cor-$.11,13 


{to doe it, but I amvafir for it, and it may be the 


he would needes/giue the worth to Avrannah the 
Jebuſite for that which he —_— and therefore 
ſince it is to a good maſter, that ſees. what 'you 
doe, that knowes what it coſteth, and what loſſe 
you are at, and withall, that is willing and able} 
to recompence it, why ſhould you ſhorten this 
buſineſie, and poſt it over, becauſe of other 
occaſions, and other buſinefle that you haue to | 
doe ? 
Oh, but, a man will ſay further, I am willing | 


longer I ſtriue, the more vnhit I grow, 
To this TI anſwer, firſt, ingenerall, if thou doe 


it as well as thou canſt, though thou doe it not ſo. | 


well as thou wouldeſt, in this caſe, God accepts 
the will for the deed, when a man puts his ſtrength | 
to it, when there js no indiligence in him, when | 


more, and could nor, their will was accepted for 
the deede, in 2 Cor.8.12.1 fay, when thou doeſt; 
what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſt no labour to 
get thy hcart vpon the wing, to raiſe and quick- 


— 


Anſw. 2. 


{ring toft is to 
| fall ypon pe#- 
formance, 


4 SE ane 4 
4 


i The beft fi:- 


j Þc profatable,burt yer this I will propound own 
bY © that 


en it, and to inlarge it in this dutic : there G o v. 


there is no lazinefle, (for in that caſe, he will not 4 
accept the will for the deede, but ) when a man | 
| doth his vtmoſt, as thoſe that would hauc given 


| accepts 1t. W { 

| But againe, I adde further,- there is annskil- 
fulncfle in going abour rhis dutic : many times 

| when we are not fit, wethinke to make our ſ{elues 

| firter, by ſpending time in thoughts, and medi- 

tations before, which I denic not but they may 


OE menos  -- - 
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thax.the beſt way to fit our ſclues to this duty, 
when we finde an indiſpoſition vnto it, 1s, notto 
| ſtay till wee haue prepared our ſclues by mcdita- 
tion, but to fall prefently vpon the durzc, (I will 
glue you the reaſon of it) becaule, though a pre- 
paration is required for the performance of eve- 
ry ſpirituall duty, yet, the remote preparation is 
th.t which is intended, and meant, when we lay 
we mult prepare: for,if we ſpeake of that whe 
15 Immediate, the very doing of the dutic 1s the 
beſt preparation to it. For example, if a man 
WCre tO runne a race, if he were to docany bodi- 
ly exercile,. there muſt be ſtrength of bodice, he 
muſt be ted well, that he may haue abilitic, bur 
the vſe of the very exerciſc it ſelfe, rhe very par- 
"ticular a&,that js of the ſame kind with the exer-| 
cue, is the beſt to fithim for it, ſo inthis dury of 


prayer, it1s true, to be ſ{rong in the inward man, 
to haue much knowledge, to haue much grace, 
makes a man able,and fit for the duty;but,if you 


_———— 


| 
| 


| goes aboutro fir himſclte,” by working on his 


If prot of the immediate preparation for it, I lay, 
the beſt way to prepare vs, is the very dutie- 1t 
ſelte; as all actions, of the ſame kinde, increaſe 
the habits, ſo praycr makes vs fit for prayer; and 
that 1s a rule, the way to godlineſſe 15 111 the corapaſſe 


ny grace isthe exerciſe of that grace. 


of, godlineſſe it ſelfe , that is, the way to grow inas- |: 


It.is a point that Luther preſſed, and hee preſ- |: 
| ſed it out of his owne experience, and this rea- 
{ſon he vſeth, .inthis caſe, ſaich.he, 'whena man! 
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Simle, 


Cd 
Exerciſe - of 
grace increas« 
ſeth 12, 


Note. | 


. Ch 
Note this ex-! 
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ther. 


prefſion of Lu. 


owne thoughts, now he goes about to overcomeſ 
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By labouring 


| ro be the beſt way to fir your ſelues for prayer, | 


againſt indif. 
pofition by our 
owne ſtrengt 
woe arc morc 
intangled. 


Obieck. 


Anſw. 


| 7 lmpediments | 


in prayer, that 
| makes it diffis 
cuin, 


lates 


FCCC 


; 


. | cerity,that indiſpofition ſhall not hinder him, bur 


[it, that itis amore facile, and cafic thing, rhen 


\to lightprayer | 


his vnfitnefſe by his owne ſtrength, and to con- 
tend with Sathan alone, but when a man feeleth 
an indiſpofition,and gocs to Gop by prayer,and 
reſts on God to fithim, he takes Gov s ſtrength 
ro oppoſe the indiſpoſitien,and deadnefle of his' 
feſh;and the temptations of Sathan, that hinder 
him, and reſiſt him. Therefore you ſhall find this 


namely,to performe the duty.If you ſeeke to ex- 
pedite, and devolue your ſelues out of your vn- 
firneſſe, by-the working of your owne thoughts, 
commonly,you involue your ſclues farther into 
thoſe laby rinths, and are caught more and more. 
Bur this I ſpeake by the way concerning martter 
of entrant. The maine anſwer to this objeRi- 
on,is that which I gaue you before, that ifa man 
doe what he can,and doe it faithfully, and infin- | 


ſtill remember, it muſt be done, it ts not anex- 
cuſeto vs,atany time, nor ought to be, that we|- 
ſhould omit the duty: wholly, vnder pretence of 
an vnfitneſle. | 
Thirdly,a man is feady to-ſay againe, bur I find 
many difhculties,howThatT do to-remoue them? | | 
The beſt way hereunto, is the very naming of| 
the diffcalties.to you, that you may know them, | 
and make account of them, . therefore you muſt | 
conſider this in-generall, thar, indecde, it is not} - 
an cafie thing. te call vpon G o » conftantly : 
our mifprifion of the dixie, our reckoning of 


i is, makes vs more to ſlight it, and cauferh) 
| V 


——— OI” 


Sud 


— 
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vs not to goc about it with that intention, which 
otherwiſe wee would, bur confider a little what 
it is. The dutic is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnzall, and it is no eaſic thing to | 
bring {pirituall duties, and carnall hearts toge- 
ther. 

Beſides, our natures arc very backward to 
come into the Lo x Þ s preſence, partly by rca- 


: I 
-tmpedimenty- 0 
Our hearts are 
carnall. 


Note this. 


DE | 
Wee are loath 


ſon of his great glory, by reaſon of his Majeſty, 
who dwels in l:ght wnacceſſ;ble,and our weak cycs 
are apt to be dazled with it; and partly out of an 
accuſtomedneſle, we are not vicd to it,and therxc- 
fore we are ready to fly from him, as beaſts that 
are wild,and arenot tamed to our hands,are rea- 
dy to fly from vs, ſo backward is our nature to 
come into his preſence, . 
Againe, the variety of occaſions hinders vs,e- 
very thing keepes vs backe, if a mans heart be 
.cheerefull,it 1s apt to delight in other things ;- if 
a mans heart be ſad, onthe other ſide, it itbe a 
ſlight ſadnefſe, men are ready to driue ut away | 
with company,and with ſports, and with doing 
other things; and if the ſadnefle be great, we are 
ſwallowed vp with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then a- 
ny thing is caſter thento pray,as you may ſee by 
11udas, 1t was Caller for him to diſpatch himſelfe, 
then to goe and call vpon Gop;ſov itis with men, 
when they haue exceſſiue griete, - when their an- 
guiſh of heart is exceeding great: ſo that,whe- 
ther a man hath a cheerefull diſpoſition, ora 
ſad, whether the ſadnefle be great or ſmall, ſtill 
you ſhall finde adifficulty.If we be jdle,and haue! 
D 


3 


| 


nothing! 


to coine into 
Gods -—_ | 
and w I. 


S1mmle. 


3 
Variety of oc- 
calions hinder 
VS, 


Note, | 
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Worldly carct, 


$ 
Want of faith 
in Gods porycr 
and providence 


Ll 


nothing to doe, our hearts will be poſleft with 
vaine thoughts, and, if wee be full of buſineſſe, 
that diſtracts vs alſo, and indiſpoſeth vs, onthe 
other {ide : ſo ſtill there are impediments. 

But there is one great impediment, among the 
reſt ,and moſt common, which is worldly cares, 
and worldly-mindednefſe ; worldly cares hinder | 
ſpirituall prayer, and ſpirituall conference, and- 
the holy pertormance,almoſt,of every duty; and 
therefore if you finde a difficultie in it, looke nar- 
rowly,if that be not the cauſe. 

Againe, another great cauſe of this difficultie 
in prayer,of ſuch backwardnefle to it,of ſuch in- | 
diſpoſition to it, is,becauſe we doe not well con- 
ſider the nature of Gop, we want faith in his po-. 
wer,and in his providence, we doe not confider, 
that he hath that diſpoſing hand,. which he hath 
in every thing that belongs to vs,-in-health, . in: 
ſickneſle, in povertie, in riches,in good ſucceſle, 
and ill ſucceſſe: tor, if we did ſee the providence 
of G © p,and acknowledge it more, we ſhould be | 
ready to call vpon him, - this want of faith in 
' his providence, that the Lox » is not feene in his, 
grcatnefſe, and in his mighty power, this cau- 
ſeth men to be backward to ſeek to him,bur very 


| this meanes-to that meanes, bur very backward, 


' 


| and negligent to goe to G © D, in prayer, ta haue 


| | forward te ſeeke to the creatures, When we haue|: 


| any thing ro do,of any conſequence, we are rea-| 
; dy to poſt from this manto that man, and from 


the thing broughtto paſſe, that wee defire, and 
this ariſeth from want of faith, and from ig- 
norance 


_ ——  ——_— a "—_ > ln a 
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ra of Go », and our not conſideration of 
{ him. 

| Beſides, Sathan hinders vs exceedingly in this 
duty ; for he knowes of what moment it is, and 
of what conſequence, and therefore hee doth as 
the Aramites did, hee fights not againff ſmall wor 
great,but againſt che K.ng,he knowes it is this duty 
which quickens every grace, it is the greateſt c- 
nemy,which he hath, and if he can keepe vs from 
praycr, hce hath the vpper hand of vs, hee hath 


difarmed vs, as it were, and then hee may doe 
what he will with vs, — 
| Likewiſe the fins we commit,eſpecially groſle 
| finnes, they are a great hinderance to this dutie, 
and keepe from the ſpirituall, and chcerefull per- 
formance of it: for ſinne wounds the confci- 
ence, it disjoynteth, and diſmembers the ſoule, 
and adisjoynted member, you know, is vnfitto 
doe any bufineſle , ycawhen the finne is healed, 
and forgiven, yet there is a ſoreneſle left in the 
heart, though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould 
follow, vpon the commiſſion of a great finne, 1b 
that, that 1s another impediment. I muſt not ſtand 
to reckon vp many,we ſhall find enough by con- 
tinuall experience. 

Onely this vie we muſt make of it, that;if the 


wreſted the weapon out of our hands, hee hath | 


yſe. | 


_— - 


"W -. 


* 


Sathan hin- | "N 


dreth, 


i King.13.37 


_ 


The commiſſh 
en of great 
ſinnes, 


Simule, 


V 
——— 


impediments be ſo many , and the difficulties 


| that keepe vs from a conſtant courſe in prayer, 


and from the performance of -it to {purpoſe , fo 
great,then we muſt put on a reſolution to breake 


D + 


Att. —_— 


What courſe is 
to be taken a- 
gainſt theſe 


impediments, 


through al), and lay it, as an inviolable law vpon 
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A new indiſpo- 
ſition will bee 
on us daily to 
praycr, 


| 


hm. 


Note this well. 


Remouing the 
ebicttions that 


are againſt 
prayer doth 


_—_—_ 


ſtrengthen us | 


tO the dutics, 


m—_ ww - - 


| that hee re{olved not to breake vpon any occaſi- 


negligent in it, ſurely there is ſomerhi 


our ſclues, that we will nor alter. Let vs thinke 
with our ſelues that the thing is difficult, and 
will coſt all the care, and all the intention that 
may be; yea, when thou haſt overcome the diff- 
culties at onetime, it may be, the next day,thou 
ſhalt meet with new conflicts, new diſtempers, 
new aftetions, new ſtrength of luſts, and a new 
diſpoſition of minde will be on thee, and there- 
fore he that will be conſtant in this duty, muſt 
put on a ſtrong reſolution;as it was the ſaying of 
a holy man,one of the holieſt men,that theſe lat- 
ter times had,that he never went to pray to Gop 

but he found 1{o many impediments, that excepr 

he bound himſelfe by an vnalterable reſolution, 


on, he could never have kepta conſtant courſe in 
ir,>or, if he had, he ſhould never haue kept him- 
ſclte troma formall, cuſtomary performance of 
ir. ButI will adde no more; to preſle this vpon 
you, there haſt/beene cnough ſaid, I beſeech you 
conſider it. | 

Now that which I promiſed in the morning 
ro doe, which 1s,. that, that doth exceedingly 
{trengthen vs to the. performance of this dutie of 
calling vpon G © p,of praying continually (which 
we are here commanded to doc) 1s to iremooue 
certaine objections, whichare in the -mindes of 
men, that ſecretly weaken the eſtimation of this 
truch, and infenfibly rakes vs off, when wee 
marke them not : for, Beloved, when wearefo 
that 
is the 'cauſe of it; and if wee could finde the 
| cauſe, 


—— 


» 


_ {theſe foure briefly, 


-» 


| what needeth it 7 


{ . 
your wants,he will be more ready to heare your: 
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cauſe, and remoue.ir, wee could not ſpend an 

houre better, | | 
Thewbjections, that are commonly in the 

hearts of men, are many, I will name to you-but 


Firſt, a man is ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 
ſo muchtime, and be ſolarge in the expreſſion 
of my wantsto Go », when he knowes them 27 
I cannot make them better knowne to him, hee 
knowes them well enough already,and therefore | 


To this I anſwercin a word,becauſeit is an ob- 


jection that hath not much weight in Ky that it 1s 
true,the Loxp:knowes thy wants, but withall, he. 
will haue thee ro :know them ; becauſe, other- 

wiſe, thou wilt not ſeeke to-him, thou wilt nor 
ſet a pricevponthe things, thathe beſtowes ot 
thee, thou wiltnor be thankfull ro him,when he 
hath granted them; and therefore you ſhall finde, 
our. Saviour Chriſt vfeth this very argument, as 
a meanes to quicken vs to prayer, ſaying, Tewr 
heavenly Father knowes what you haue need of; what 
then? fhall we not therefore pray ? yes, ſaith he, 
therefore pray yee the more earneſtly, and the 
more importunartely to him : for fince he knowes 


requeſts. 

I,butit will be ſaid againe.that he doth not on- 
ly knowthem,bur he alſo meanes,and purpoſeth 
to beftowthem : forthe hath made a promiſe to 


| 


vs;and hispromifſe isfirme,; and ſure, and G &'p 


{5 uſt,andmuſtkeepe his promiſe, and _ * 


Pe CET 


4-Obic&ions 


againſt prayer, 


I. Obie, 


Anſw. 


Why God will 
haueusto pray 


though hee 
know our 
wants. 


Mar. 6, 


2, Obiect. 
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[Anſw. 1 gm 


{Though God | 
--» "cmang of 
leſlings, iris 
« {yponconditicn 


a we pray. 


1King t8.41, 
42. 


2 'Sam.7-1T. 
2 Sam.7. 18, 


Daa,s. 


Anſw, 2, 
He wil haue vs 
doe it to wor- 
ſhip him. 


| 
= 
| 
To worſhip 
God, what. 


| 


| he promiſed E/44 that it ſhould raine, yer, wee 


1 fore, you muſt ſo vnderfſtand ir, thatthough you 


| the thing,even tor this end, that thou maiſt-wor- 


| | fell pon ther faces and worſhippe 


hath fully purpoſed ir, what needs ſo much pray- 
\ing to bring itto paſſe ? | 
- I anſwer;the promiſes of Go Þ» are to be vn- 
\derſtood with this ſecret condition annexed, I 
[will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing for you, if you 
 pray,though it be not expreſſed:and thertore,we 
ſee when Go Þ promiſed things in particular, | 
yet {till they prayed,and prayedearneſtly. When 


{ce, he prayed, and contended much in his pray- 
cr; When hec made a promiſe to David, that he 
would make him; an hauſe, yet, you know, David 
went to the-houſe of the L o.z »,and fate before 
him, and made carneſt prayer, as is recorded in 
the 2.0f Sam.So Daniel ba a particular promiſe, 
and yet he prayed,and praicd long. The example 
of our Saviour Chrift is without exception, whe 
had all the promiſes ſure to him, yer,you ſee, he 
prayed,yea,be ſpent whole nights in prayer,and ther- 


haue a promiſe made, though the thing be never 
ſoſureto you, yet it is to be vnderſtood with 
thar, if you call vpon Go v. 

And why the Lo x » will-haue you doeir, 
I ſhewed you many reaſons in the morning, we 
will adde this to it. What,if the Lox » will haue 
thee call vpon him, though hee purpoſe to doe 


ſhip him? for,whart is it to worſhipthe Lo x» 2 
you ſhall finde this vſuall inthe olde Teftament, 


The people bowed themſelues and wn or they 


The meaning 
IS 
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acknowledge the worthineſle that is in him. - As 
when you doe worſhip to a man, you doe vieſo 
much outward demeanour and obſervance to 
him, as may acknowledge a worth in him aboue 
another man:outward geſture,thatis the outward 
worſhipping of G > », the inward worſhip is 
inwardly to acknowledge his attributes, Now, 
you ſhall ſee, prayer giues an acknowledgement 
of his attributes moſt of any thing : for hee that 
prayes to G o v, he doth, in ſo doing, acknow- 
ledge his omnipreſence,and his omniſcience;that 
hec heares that, which the Idols of the Gertrles 
could not do, that he.knowes the ſecrets of mens 
hearts,that neither men, nor Angels can doe. - 

» Againe, it acknowledgeth his Almighty po- 
wer, that hee is able to doe any thing ; for that 


(him, yea you ack — 


is preſuppoſed, when wee .come, and ſeeke: to 
him. | 


ooodnefle; that he is nor onely able, bur excee- 


ding willing to helpe. 


| 


: Againe, ir acknowledgeth his'mercic, and his| 


{is this, - to worſhip G o Þ is nothing elſe, bur to [ —— 


Prayer ac. 
knowledgeth 


all Gods ate : 


tributcs, 


7 


- Againe, it acknowledgeth his truth, thar as he. 
hath promiſed, ſo,I make account, he will per- 
forme ir, when I goe,and ſccketo him;in a word, 
all the attributes of -G-o » areacknowledged.in 
prayer. Therefore therein you worſhip.him ina 
ſpeciall manner,when you goe,and ſecke ro him, 
and pray to him, inſo doing, you acknowledge 

imtobeaLon », | 
and afather;as,when we ſee achild runtoa man, 
and aske him bleſſing, whenwe ce him aske him 


S$1maile. 


— 
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3, Obiect, 


_—__ # - : 
God is not 
changed by 


our praicrs,but 


our {clucs. 


Simaide. © 


foode, and rayment, we ſay, ſurcly ſuch a man 
is histather z fo this very prayingto Go », is 
a worſhipping of him, becauſe it acknowledgeth 
his attributes, and his relations, and.ours to 
him. | 
| Buragaine, thirdly, it will bee/ objected, I 
but, alas, what can the endeavours or the pray- 
ers of a weake man does can they change the |. 
purpoſe of Almighty G o Þ., if hee doe not in- 
tend to doe this thing for me, ſhall I hope to al- 
terhim* _ | 

For anſ{were to this, I ſay this, in bricfe, 
that when you doe call vpon Go Þ, hee is not 
changed by your prayers, but the change is 
wrought in you, as we haue {aid to you hereto- 
fore, when a Phyfatian is ſought vnto by his pa- 
tient, the patient deſires him earneſtly to giue 
him ſuch a .cordiall, agd ſuchreſtoratiuc _ 
ſicke, that 1s pleaſing to him ; the Phyſitian de- 
nies him long, yetintheend, he ycelds vnto it, 
| Why © not becauſe there 1s any change in the 
i Phyſitian, bur becauſe there is a change inthe pa- 
tient, hee is now fitted forthis, before hee was 
not: ſothen the Phy fitian yeelds now, whereas 
before hee refuſed, and yet the change is in the 
patient, and not in the Phyſitian, and therefore, 
| beloved,when you go abourto ſtrive with Gov | 
| inprayer, when you contend, and wraſtle with! 
him, (tor ſo we ought to doc)when yon vie ma- 
ny reaſons to periwade him, you alter nor him, 
but youy ſclues: for thoſe arguments: that you 
vic, ate not ſo muchto perſwade him to helpe- 


you, 


—_— 


—_ Q——_ 


CO 


"WER 


-with him, bur becauſe a faithfull;and a ſpiritual! 
prayer puts the heart in a better diſpoſition, ſo | 


| bleflingat G o Þ» s hands, that before hee was 


higher pitch of holineffe in affeftion, and as ir 


{the holincife of affection purs your w 
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you, a5 to perfwade.your hearts ro more faith, | 
to-more loue, ro more obedience, . to more hu- 
mility, and _thankfulneſſe, and that indeede is 
the reaſon, why prayer prevailes with Go », 
not that the very ſending vp that, that prevailes | 


that a man is now made readie to receiue a 


not: Sothat, when youthinke you draw G o » 
to-you, with your arguments, .in truth, you draw 
your {clues neerer to him ; as when a man in a 
ſhip pluckes a rocke, tfcemerh as if hee pluck- 
ed the rocke neerer to the ſhippe', when as the 
ſhippe is plicked acerer to the rocke:fo,l ſay,we 
draw our ſclues neerer tothe Lo x D, and when 
we draw-necrerto the Lox », .in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts; by the enereils of this dutic , then in- 


deede the L'o x »'drawes neere to vs, to ſend vs | 
helpe, and to grant our requeſts, that wee put | 


vp te-him, ..and therefore, that you ſhould 
marke by the way, that any prayer, as it hatha 


hath ftronger arguments in it; ſo it is a better 
proper; not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevaile 
with Go py more, or, that. the excellencie .of 
of holy affeQion, and ft of argu- 
workes vpon your hearts: for the ſtrength 


pR——_ moue him, . bur becauſc this | 


9 | 


arguments moues pour AY and 
ill in a 


frame, 


I—_ 


eta cd 
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I 
Anſwer to the 
fr part ofthe 
obicion. 


Anſw.1. 


; frame, and{@,diſpoſcth your. hearts,and firs you,! 
[as the parient,we ſpake of before, is fitted; when 
|chePhyfitian is willing to giue the thing hee: de-! 


then all the reſt; is this. 


| many metcies;! it may.be,. a man can ſay wit 
himſclfe,. whea hee did nor vic to pray, hee had 


{granted 2;.{o this objection hathtwo. parts, that 


fred. | Ap 
Bur the laſt-objeQtion, which indcede is more! 
A manus ready to lay,: we ſcethercare many 
men that doe notcall vpon G o Þ, and yet wy 


hcalth,and fleepe, and protetion* | | 
| Againe, onthe other ſide, he hath prayed for! 
ſuch and ſuch things, and yer they haue not been 


a man hath obtained bleſſings, withour -prayer, 
and againc he hath prayed, and yet hath not ob- 
rada, the blefings he ſought for, at the Lox ps | 
hands..,* oo noirtontt [1D 

For anſwer to the firſt, that men doe obraine 
many.blcfſings that doe not pray, (as how many 
young. men are there, and olde. men too; that 
hauc health, and wealth, and;peace, andliberrje, 
and abundance of all things, and yet, either they 
ſecke not to Gop,or,if rhey doe, yet not ina ho- 
ly and ſpirituall manner) and therefore this obje-, 
ction had necdto be anſwered ; and. therefare'T 
anſwer briefly., Ig ve] 

Firſt, though they haue.theſe bleſſings, yer 
they haue chem vncertainly, they hauc no pro-- 
mile of them, they cannot -bujld vpon them, 
wheteas they are ſyre .mercies to the: righteous! 


man; he can build vpon theſe bleſlings:. for hee] 


i _— 


1 


= 


{terprites, from day 
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nd hee hathſure promiſes to. build on, :the, 0-: 
ther, though: he bath them, - yet he -15 in aflippe- 
ry place, when hee enjoyes them, it 1s an aCci- 
dentall thing, hec hath them. from the hand of 
fan cnemic, and he knowecs not how long hedhall 


a 


ROY UB: > a. <xl -A1 Is; 532003 1 
' - But Ianſweragain(whichis the chiefe anſwer 
tothis objection)that there is a great: deale of dif- 
terence: betweene having bleſſings through the 
providence of G g »,and, betweene having them 
from the mercie of Go »,&by vertue of his pro- 
miſe,. and out ofhis loue to.vs in-Chrift 1eſus, A 
naturall man may have many bleſſings of Go », 
(ſo G © p-{aidthat he made J:roboama King, he, 
gaue him a Kingdome,; and-many-tuch paſſages. 
we ſhall inde, when men come vnyuſtly ro them, 
as he did to the Kingdome,yert Gon,ſaith he,did: 
it, that is, it was by his providence) and yet hee. 
hath them not in mercic: for if thou haſt<theſe 
bleſſings, health,and fleepe,and ſucceſle inthe en- 
to day,and yetthy heart tells; 
thee within,that thou. haſt not ſought them atthe 
L o ®.» «hands, as thou oughteſt, I ſay to ſuch 


bath a father ro goe to, whole loue zhe knowes, ſ 


a.man, (and marke it) it were better for him that 
hee ſhould want them : for certainely,, when he 
hath them, in this manner, he hath them withous 
a blefling; yea he hath them with a, curſe, and ſo} 
had'better tobe without them;as it had been bet- 
ter for Ah«bto have becne without his vineyard, 
and as it had beene better for GeheFt-to bane 


gone withour his reward, that, hee had of Naa- | 


Men that haue 
bleſſings with- | 
out praler haue 
them uncers 


tainly, 


Hoa. 

Difference be- 
tweene hauing , 
of bleſſings 
tirough the 


pronidence of 
God,aud from | : 


the louc of 
God, 


To haue out- 
ward things 
withont prayer 
we vvcre better 
wantthem, 


Van Fatt. cod 
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—— 
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an 


_ 


wan the 4ſyrian{for you know he had the lepro- 
fic with ri, endo bamey for the children of 
Iſrael to haue gone without their quailes ; for 
(ger know the curſe that followed, death went a-| 
ong withthem; fo when a man ſhall haue peace} 
_ perity,and abundance of all things, with- 
out {ceking them at the Lon s hands, from 
day to day, I fay,he were better to haue wanted 
them ; for there goes death together with them, 
It is ſaid plainely, that eeſe ſlayeth the fookſh, (that 
isto ſay )this very proſperity,this thriving, (not-' 
withſtanding anegleRing of prayer, and of holy 
duties) I ſay,it carries death along with it, as the 
obraining of the vincyard, brought dearth to 4- 
chab, the getting of the Kingdome was the de- 
ſtruction of /eroboamr; and therefore men have 
little cauſe ro comfort themſclues with rhis, that 
_ enjoy many bleſſings, and never pray for 
tnNem. | wi 


many bleſlings arc beſtowed vpon men, nor tor 


man may haue ſtrength of body, hee may have 


| great gitts of mind,he may have grear ſuccefle in| 


vſing theſe gifts, he may bring great cnterprizes 
to-paſle,ſothat you may rracly by the hand of 


 G © vis with him; all chis may. be done, not for 
his ſake, bur for the ſake of the Charcharid glo- 


their owne ſakes, but tor the Churches ſake. A| 


# 
But, to anſwer this point more fully, 1fay|' 


— —_—_— 


of G © » ſome other way, thathe thight doe! 
ſome voy ; ok joe, Ks ty Lad of 
Cyrss, 1(4.4.5. 4.tpcaking there or. th' 
IxrM 0 s. rand for if 


there, For Iarob my ſiroants] 
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rae! eine elec ſake 1 haws called. thee by name, and 


ham gives thee this great pawer, endall this greas| 


fascaſſe, although than thy ſelfe haye not knawne me. 
( Marke)) Cyrus was a molt . proſperoys, man , 
Gans hand was mighty with him, and yer 
 qll-this was not for his ewne fake, but for the 
hurches ſake: ſo you may thinke itis, whe 
"pen proſper, many times, it 1s not for their 
awae lakes, bur to fulfll ſome other end. of 
Go n s providence; and therefore, marke this, 
and keepe it for a rule, if thou proſper in thy 


and abundance of all things, and knew that 
thou doeſt not ſeeke to G o v2 from day to day, 
that thou keepeſt not thy heart rightand ſtraight, 
and perfect before him , thou docſt not call 


tatnely 


for other ends, and not for good to thy felft; 
and therefore rhou haft it very vncertainely, it 
may be rooke from thee, thou knoweſt not how 
ſoone, yea,and this thou ſhalt be ſure of, that 
1t ſhall be a taken from thee then, when, ot all 0- 
ther times, it will be vnfirteſt for thee: asa theefe 
comes ata time, when men leaft looke for him, 
fo: deſtruction comes ſuddenly. wpon theſe men ; 


| trees to dic, hce loppes then in that ſeaſon, that 
of all others is the vnfitteſt, when the {appe is in 
the tree, when the lopping will cauſe thera to wi- 
| ther;fothe L © « » will ftsike chem in fuch _ 
; E : on. 


anerprizes, if thou enjoy. wealma, and peace, | - 


vpon him, ina holy, andſpirituall manner,cer- 
it is for one of thoſe cauſes, thou kaſt it | 
withour a blefling, and with a curſe, thou haſt ut | 


Gov cuts them as a man, when he would haue | 


' 


Note this. 


Ne ON 


Simtle. 
Ca 


Simile. 
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Anſyyer to the! 
2. part of the 
obiction, 


Cur praycrs 
O{tti'vcs;r2 4. 
n.fleinone of 
thee three re- 
ſpects. 


Firſt,in reſpe&| 


vyhence they 
flow , when 
they are but 
naturall de- 
fires, 


eo? 


Pn CO EEE "HOI 


| be no more but a naturall defire,whena man hath 


| 


ſon. Ir is quite contrary with the Saints, he cuts 
them in due ſeaſon, hee lopps them in due time, ; 
that they may grow the better for it, it is good 
for them, 

- - But now for the other part of the objeRion it 
may be, many among you are now ready te ſay, 
[ haue prayed for ſuch and ſuch things, and I 
haue beene earneſt, and yer the Lo x Þ hath 
denied mee : my Beloved, if wee can farif- 
fie this obje&tion, we ſhall then take this impe- 
diment away, that we propound in this objecti- 
on,that hath rW>ſc two parts. Therefore to this I 
aniwere. 

Firſt,it thou haſt not beene heard in thy pray- 
cr, contider, if thou haue not prayed amiſſe; it 
is a common fault among vs, when wee haue 
ſpent much time in prayer, and, it may be, we 
hauc ſpenttime in faſting, and praying, andthe 
thing 1s not granted, wee prelently lay it vpon 


of the principle! [Ne L oR Þ, that hce hath nor Ifeard, when ma- 
ny times the cauſe is 11 ournot praying, as wee | 
ought, it may bee thou haſt beene very carneft,; 


ard therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done ve- 
ry well: I tcll thee, thou maiſt be very carneſt, 
and importunate with the Lo x p, when it may 


, neede to be directed in a difficult caſe, that much 
 concernes him ; when he hath neede to be extri- 
' cated, and taken our of ſuch a difticulie , and 
ſtrait, wherein he is involved, when he hath need 
| of ſucceſle, in ſuch ancnterpriſe, or any thing of 


— T_— 


| 
4 


that nature; I ſay,aman may beearneſt with the 


Lond 
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amiſle, it may not bea ſpirituall prayer, it may 
notbe anexpreſſion of holy deſires to the Lox o, 
for they onely prevaile with himznot that the na- 
turall are excluded, (that is not my meaning) for 
they may adde windes to the ſayles, though ho- 
linefſe may guide rhe rudder, and keepe the 
courle, and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- 
fires may make vs more importunate, and may 
adde muchtoit: therefore, Iſay, conſider thy 
praycr, 
Conſider againe,whenthou haſt ſought ſo car- 
neſtly to Gop,whether it bc not 70 beſtow it por 
thy laſts, as the Apoſtle {ſpeakes, 1am. 4.3. when 
thou haſt a buſineſle to be performed, it may be, 
thou art earneſt with G o », but haſt thou not 
ancyctothy owne glory, tothine owne praiſe 
and credit in it © when thou waſt earneſt for 
health, was it not thatthou mighteſt live more 
deliciouſly? when thou deſireſt wealth, and ſuc- 
ceſſe in thine enterprizes, that tend to mend thy 
| ſtate, is it not out of ſome ambition 2 you know, 
that defire is condemned, if any man will be rich, 
1s it not a deſire of greatneſſe « would you not 
be ſome body 1n your place, and fer vp your 
houſc and family *£ ſuch things indeed G © Þ be- 
| ſtowes vpon men,but to haue our dcfires pitched 
vponthem,and to pray for them in that ſenſe, is 
amiſſe,and my rule for ir is inthe firſt ro Timothy, 
the ſixth chapter, the ninth verle ; 1f' a man will 
be rich, &rc. that is, when a man deſtrcith ex- 


es. 


Lo x v inſuch a caſc,and yet his praycr may be 


Naturall de- 
fires not exclu- 
ded in true 
prayer, 


Simtle, 


Secondly,in're- 
ſpet ofthe end 
when they are 
for the ſatisfa- 
ion of our 
iufts, 

lamq 3s» 


1 Tim- 6.9. | 


! 


2 ray mers 


ccſſiuely, when he deſireth more then fooat, and| | 


' 5 
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turall affetion 
degenerates 
Intoa luſt, * 


| Quef.. 


Anſw. - 
How. to know 
yyhen we pray 
to. beſtow 
things on our 
laſts. . 


Simile, 


When the na- Faye 291goenient ſor hive, bw the auturall af- 


[inreading, in making our heatrs perfect with 


fedtion'is degenerate ihto a luſt : for when atry 
aftcction exceedes , it ccaſeth tobe an afeQtion, 
and begins to be a luſt ; ahd therefore where it is 
| ſaid, It ary man will be rich, &c. it is faid after, 
itisa luſt. 

But you will ſay,how ſhall a man know,when 
he prayetlito beſtow that, which he prayeth for, 
vpon his luſts 7 | 

I anſwere, if a man conſult with his owne 
heart, aud dcale impartially with himſelte, he 
may know what ſus ends are but,if you cannot 
tinde it out that way,you may know it by the ef- 
feet, you may know it by the bills you bring in. 
What 1s the expence of the things G © » hath 
beftowed on you, when hee hath pur a price in- 
to your hands; confider how you beſtow it. If a 
ſteward hauca greatſumme of money, that his 
maſter hath truſted hira with, and his bills bee, 
that he hath beftowed fo much in rior, fo much 
in fine apparrel}, &c. but there hath beene bur 
ſo much beſtowed for his maſters advantage, ir 
is aN arguimcnt he hath ſpent it #11 ; fo,when' we 
fee, there hith beene ſo much heath ſpent, ſo 
arach rime, and {o much Rteoterh, in tollowing 
our owne plots, and our owne worldly bufinefle, 
4withour reſpect to Go dv, net{erving Go p,and 

men 1n our calling, as wee ſhould-doe, and that 
there hathybeene little time beſtowed in prayer, 


Go Þ, in taking 'paines With them, fronr day to | 
day, I ſay, if wee looke vpon the bill of-ex- 
| ty 
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pence, and conſider how we haue beſtowed our | 


rime,our health,our ſtrength,our wits, from day 
ro day, and our {peech,(tor that is one price that 
we haue in our hands, by which wee may doe 
900d; it isas a bucket by which wee may draw 
from others; and likewiſe it isa ſpring,and foun- 


raine, wherewith we may feede others, with the 


watcrs of life)eonſider, how we haue laid out all 
theſe hinge, and by that wee may know, how 


S:mile. 


we are diſpoſedto vſe the bleſſings, we ſceke for | 


beſtowthem vpon our luſts, or to ſpend thoſe 
gifts to our Maſters advantage ; and, if we finde 


| 


6 fo | 
latGoDps hands, whether wce ſccke them to. 


we doc it for our owne luſts, in this caſe, I ſay to. 
you,goc and amend your praycrs,and God will |. 


amend your ſpecding. We muſt doe in this cafe, | 
'aS an angler doth,when he hath throwne the bait | 


Simile. 


into the river, if it ſtay long, and catch nothing, | 


he takes vp the baite, and amends ir, and when | 


he ſecs it is well, hce then continues, and waites; 
{o wee muſt doe in this caſc,ift hou pray, and 
pray long,and hauec not obtained the thing thou 


prayeſt for, looke d iligently to thy prayers; ſee 
whether they be right or no, if they be not, a- 


mend thy praycrs,and G © p will amend his rea- 
dineſle to heare thee; it thou finde, they be ſin- 
cere and hearty, mingled with holy do and 
not with carnall, and corrupt affections, then let 
the baire lye ſtill, that is, continue to pray, 
and to walite, and the Lo x p will come in due 
time. 

\Butthis'is not all, though it bee one thing ; 


A ————— 


E 2 beſides, 


| 


| 
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2 beſides, when thou art not heard, conſider, if 


Inrcſpe&t of 
the manner, 
when they arc, 
uttered carc- 
le By. 


God to doc us 
good ' & euvill. 


1 


Gcd grants 
our prayers Cft 


uUNcs,yet, 


Firft. nctin 
that manner, 


jas wedclire, 


| 


What moues | 


| 
Anſw. 2, | Bur, to anſwere further, ſuppoſe thy prayers 
| bee righr, yet, thou muſt conſider this, that, 
when thou thinkeſt thou art not heard, thou art}. 


' retifie that miſconceit, As for example, ſome- 


thou haſt not prayed amiſſe; it is a common | 
fanlt amongſt vs, when we ſucceede not in any 

thing, wee attribute it to many other things , 

but not to our remiſneſle and careleſnefle in ſeck- 

ingto Go», ifa man want ſleepe, ithee finde 

fickneſle, and weakneſſe, and diſtemper of by- 
dic, heethinkes that hee hath cateh amiſle, and 

conſiders not whether he hath prayed amiſle; if 
a man haue miſcarried in his buſineſle, he begins 

to thinke, whether hee haue not beene improvi- 

denr, whether he hath nor dealt fooliſhly ; whe- 

cher he hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, 

as he might haue vied, hee never thinkes whether 

hee hauc prayed amitſle ; and that indeede, isthe 

cauſe of our miſcarrying, and not commonly 

the thing , which wee attribute it vnto : for 

though G o Þ be not the immediate cauſe, you 

know hee is the great cauſe ; There 7s ns ill, that 
he hath not done: and that which mooues him is 

alway grace, and finne ;that which mooues him. 
rodoevs good, is our obedience to him, that 
which mooues him on the contrary,is neglect on 
our part. 


| oft times deceived , and therefore,. you muſt 


times, when wee would haue the thing in ene fa-. 
ſhion, G © v beſtowes the ſame thing vpon vs in. 


another ; and therefore thou maiſt be decered 
| in 


© 


dl. 


—_— 


| of this, is it not all one's? It may be another 


{Go » giue him a body able ro endure thar, 
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in that, it may be,a man praycs carneftly, that he 
may hauc a ſtrong body, to doe Go ſervice 
withall, it may be, that ſickneſle of body makes 
him doc him better ſervice, becauſc it keepes 
him in more awe, it weanes him more from the 
world, and makes him more heavenly minded: 
you know the caſe of Paul, he would faine hauc 
had rhat luſt taken away that is ſpoken of, 2 Cor. 
12.9.4nd why * ſurely rhe thing hee would haue 
had, was to haue his heart wn a holy, and right 
frame of grace; now, though Paul had it notthat 
way, that hee looked for it, yethe hath it an 0- 
ther way,the L o x Þ increaſed in him the grace 
of humility by ir; hee ſaw his owne weakneſle, 
and the power of Cuxrsr the more; and 
when this was diſcovered vnto him he was con- 
tent. Tt is all one, whether a man be preſcrved 
from the blow of an enemie, or haue an helmer 
given him to keepe it off, it may be a man prayes 
for money, and foreſtate, if G o Þ provide meat 
and drinke, and cloathcs immediately, in ſtead 


would hauea greater degree of conveniancie,for 
his dwelling houſe, and many other things, if 


which 1s more courſe, all is one, as if hee were 
provided for more delicately: itis all one, whe- 
ther a phyfitian quench the thirſt of his patient } 
by giving him beere, and drinke, that is com- 
fortable vnto him, or by .giving him barber-} 
ries, or ſomewhat elſe, that will doe the thing 


| 


2 Cor 13,9. 


Simle, 


Simile, 


as well. s @ , ; 


— ___. ate..4 Ver FEI 


Il one, whether the: Lo x Þ keepe an e- 
nemic from doing vs hurt, or that he giues vs a 
ſtrong helmer, ks. to keepe off the injury 
from wounding of vs : I might giue you more 
inſtances, though the Lo &« v gtue thee not the 
thing in the very manfier that thou wouldeſt 
hauc it, yet hee will doe it in another man- 
RCTs: 
> Net by tho® | Secondly, as we are deceived in the manner, 
in. 762i ' ſo we are deceived in the meanes oft times, in 
we propoun . » . . 
| {ecking tro Gop. Whena man prayes,he pitcheth 
vpon {uch a particular meanes,and thinkes verily 
| thar this 1s the way,or none;it mey be, the Lox » 
| will finde out another way,that thou diddeſt ne- 
Jaft.nces, | Verdreame of; Par! prayed te haue a proſpe- 
aſt ances. ULEER | 
rous journcy to Rowe, hee little thought, thar 
when he was bound at Jeruſalem, and poſted vp 
| and downe from one prifon ro another, Go » 
was now {ending lim to Rowe, yet heſent him, 
{and ſent hin very fate with a great company at- 
| tending vpon him, he {ent him it may be ina bet- 
| ter inanacr then hee himſclte would haue gone, 
; and yet it was by ſuch a meanes, as he could ne- 
; ver dreame of ;alſo you know, Naamas the Ajſy- 
 74an,he had pitched vpon a particular meanes, he | 
' thought the Prophet would hane ſurely come 
forth, and haae laid his hands pon him, buttogoe 
| and waſhin rdan, he thought his labour all loſt, 
andthe requeſt which he madeto the Prophet, 
ro no purpoſe; for it was a thing that he never | 
thought of, it was a weake and poore meanes, 
that hee made no account of, yet that was the. 
| meanes 


q 
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meanes that G © Þ intended: ſo I ſay,we oft de- 
ceiue our ſelues, wee pitch vpon ſuch particular 
wayes, and when theſe faile vs, and when wee 
[hareprayed, that theſe meanes might be vſed, 
and G o » doth not vic them, we think preſently 
we are deceived. Joſeph thought verilv Pharaohs 

ſleward ſhould haue beene the meanes to bring, 
the promiſe to paſle, and after that, Pharaohs but- 

ler, hee vſed as a meanes, hce deſired him to re- 

member him,and yetall this was not the meanes, | 
but another, which hee neverthought of, which 

was a dreame of Pharaohs:the like wasin the caſe 

tof Mordecai, deliverance came a ſtrange way, a 

way that Adordecas nayer imagined. Abraham 

[chought verily that 1ſmael had beene the ſonne 

| of the premiſe, but G o v:clls him hee was de- 

ccived, Tſaas was the ſonne, in whom he would ' 
make goudthe promite.So the 1ſraelites thought | 
that a9ſes ſhould hauc dclivered them, thar it | 
ſhould haue bcene pretently truz, thar the yoake | 
loft bondage ſhould haue preſently bcene taken | 
off from them, but, wee {ce, G o » went another | 
way to worke, hee ſent Moſes away, into a furre | 
Country, andthe bundage was exceedingly in- | 
| creaſed vpon them: ſo that they rhoughr rhey 
were further off now then ever rhcy were before, : 
bur, intruth, they were nearer: for the increafe | / 
of the bondage, increaſed Pharaohs finne, and as ote well, 
made him ripe tor deſtruction : againe,1t InCrea- | 

f:d the peoples humility, ir made them to pray: 

harder, and to cry more fervently to Go Þ for! 

| deliverance, and {o it made them more fit for it ,| 


ll 


© A. 
_ ad _- —_— — 


, 
_— 


—_— 


| 
| 


ts 


53 


—— 


We attribute 


toe nuwcl: to 
Mmeanes, 


The Samts daily Exerciſe. 


,and at the laſt, Aoſes was more fitted to be a &: 


\livercr, after hee was ſo long trained vp, and 
was ſo much humbled;ſo that whea Goo ſeems 
to goc acleane contrary way, yet it is the next 
way,to bring it to paſſe, Beloved, it is a common 
thing with vs, we pitch vpon a certaine particular 
meanes,we think tuch a man muſt doe it, or ſuch' 
a couric muſt doc it, when the Lo «kd intends 
nothing lefſe. And the reaſon often is, becauſe, 
1t we ſhould kaue deliverance, many times, by 
{uch meanes, by ſuch men, and by fuch wayes, 
wee would attribtue too much to the meanes : 


| theretere,we ſee, when Gedeon had a great army, 


the Lo x » would not dogit,it was too great for 
him, and therefore we ſce to what a {mall num- 
ber he broughr it : ſo, oft tumes, men thinke, oh 
if I had ſucha mans helpe, or if I had ſuch a 
meanes, it would doe the thing, it would brin 

the enterpriſe to paſſe: when we make wSm_, 
account of it, the Lo x , it may. be,caſts away 
that, which ſeemed moſt probable, and (even as 
he doth moſt of his works, as he builds his owne 
Kingdome, by the moſt fooliſh,and improbable 
meanes of all other, ſo) often he deth our buſt- 
nefſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt dreame of : 
therefore be net diſcouraged. Suppole we pray, 
thatſuch agreat Prince ſhould raiſe the Chur- 
ches, that fucha warre, that ſuch an enterpriſe, 
and project may dec it; put the caſe the Lox » 
will not doc it ſo; are wee then preſently vn- 
done! and is there no helpe, becauſc fuch a 
| battaile 
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battaile is overthrowne, becauſe ſuch a King 
did not ſucceede, becauſe ſuch a Generall had 
not ſucceſſe, according to our expeation 2 It 
may bee, that is nor the way, the Lox Þ will 


dreame not of; . and ſo for a mans ſelfe, he hath 


would haue deliverance, and hee thinkes, this 
is the way, or none; and therctore hee is ear- 
neſt ro haue it done : now it is good, in this 
caſc,. to leauc-it to-the Lox », to make*our 
requeſts knowne to him; and, when wee hauc 
done thar, to be no further caretull, bur leaue it 
tothe Lox », to dot it his owne way : hee is 


$kilfull. 

Tf you take a skilfull woarkeman, and ſay 
no more to him but thus : Sr, I pray you, 
doe mee ſuch a thing , if it were the bringing 
of water, or the ſetting vp of a building , it 
may bee, hee will goe a way to worke, that 
thou knoweſt not what it meanes, . and yet 
thou wilt truſt him : why then wilt. thou not 
truſt Gov, and ſuffer him to goc his owne 
way 2 and when thouartcrofled in that thing, 


wherein, it may be, ofall ethers, thou wouldeſt 


not be croſſed, it may be, it is the beft way of all 


Againe, as wee aredeceived in the manner, 
and the meanes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake the 
time: it may be the Lo x vis willing to dee the 
thing , but not in that time , that thou woul- 


deſt 


—_—Y 
— 
-7 


m— 
aA 


_ 4 a a A.” 4d - 


helpe the Church after another manner, that we 


buſineſſeto be done, or hee is in diſtreſle, and | 


other, to bring the thing to paſſe, that thou de- | 
fireſt. = | 


| 


| 


——_— 
o 


_—_ 


Stmile. 


Thirdly,er not 
in our time, 


en.» 3 eos. ad o_w_ 


——— A CO+—— 7. oe ee” cet 
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Sirlle. 


: Wee muſt not 
take Gods de- 
[ayes for deni- 
| alls, 


| ' Note, 


ferics to an- 
{wer us» 


Note. 


 deſt hue him: when a man prayes to be deli- 


{athing, thou wouldeſt haue it done preſently, 


| doc it a yeare hence; ſurely hee is the beſt choo- 


Why God de- | ſer, and wee ſhall finde it fo : and therefore 


vered from ſuch a trouble, and ſuch adiſtreſſe, 
and aftiiction, hce thinkes the time very long, 
and ſaith, hee is not heard, becauſchee is not 
delivered preſently ; wee would all hauc the 


{marting plaiſter preſently tooke off,, but the| 


Lon» is witer then wee, ( as the phyſitian 
knowes what belongs to the patient better then 
himſclte ) thoughhee doc it not preſently, yet 
hee will doc it: therefore ſay not, thou art not 
heard, thou muſt take heede of taking delayes 
fot denialls, the L o x Þ will deferre to doe the 
thing, yet hee will doc it, and doe it in the beſt 
ſeaſon: for this isa generall rule, Gods time is 
the beſt time, When thou commeſt to pray for 


and thou thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the con- 
troverſie betweene Go », and thee is, which 
is the fitteſt rime ro haue it done , thounthink- 
; c{t, it may be, preſently; G o Þ, it may be, will 


| bec content to-waite his leiſure ; hee hath many 
| ends, in deferring it, it may be. totry thy faith, 
'(as hee did the faith of the Canaanairts®) 


| | | 
and theretore hee would not heare, it may be to 


| increaſe thy holinefle, to put thy heart into a 
| better temper, and therefore he deferres longer: 
hee mcant to doe thatfor I a © © s, that hee did, 
yet he ſuffered Ia cos to wraſtle all night, and yet 
he would not doe it, till the inſtant of the mor- 


{were 


ning appeared:{o-:it was with Dax1 x 1,the an- 


DD #_— 
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forete went Forth whenhee began to pray, yet 
'hee world hmec him inftant, and continue in 
praycr;(s,I fay,the Lo x v hath many ends why 
hee deferres, tet vs be content to take his owne 
timCc. ; 

Laſt of all, conſider this, when thou ſeckeſt to } 4+47ſw. | 
the Lo », tohane any thing done, it is poiſ1- | = Pe 
ble, that it may croſle ſome other paſſage of his | fome paſſage 
providence ; and inthis caſe thou thouldeſt bee | 2604s pro- 


uidencc, 
content to be denied. 


- 


commodated *7 - 

I anſwere, ſothey hall, though thou ſee not \ Anſw. {| 
how ; it i5not with Go », as it 1s with man: if; | 
-a man doe a good tarat t& ohe, When two be-| Simile. 
come petitioners, hee muſt necfles doe an ill 
turne to another, but Go » compoleth alltor 
the beſt. As for example,D a v 1 » deſired much 


to build a Templc,the Lo x » had anotherend, 


SALOM on thebuilder of it; indeede this was 
much bettex $#r D a+ +> ; for what more had |- 
Davivyp 20ton, it te hackelonet? theLox Dd 
gauc him asRulla reward, as iFheehad done it : | 
. | for hee tells him, rar for that - ſe of buil- 

ding him a hauſe, Fe woutd build him a houſe : 
ſoDav i b had his end, to the full, though } 
SALOMON builtthe Temple. So for Iszxazz, 
theLox »v keptthe Canaa'nirss among 
| them, but it was for their profit: there are ſome 


; But, you will ſay, why. may notboth be ac- | Obiee. il 


hee had reſolved in his providence, to make i 


paflagrs of Go vs providence, that if wee 
| | knew, 


A —— . ncaa gn > IENNN 
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| 
| 
[ 
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| 


knew , wee would yceld to this, that it were 
better, that it ſhould bee ſo, then other- 
wiſc ; and thercfore it is better, 
in ſome caſe, that we ſhould 
bce denied. 


So mich for this time, 


[I 


i 


—Y 


| 
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Pray continually. 
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BY) ting our petitions,and for the mea- 
edutthe laſt day a little. 
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= 
1 this wee muſt yceldto Go », as he doth all his 
workes in the fitteſt time, ſo he grants our peti- 
tions in the fitteſt time, there is an appainted 
time for any deliverance to be granted, for any 
| bleſling, for any comfort, that we neede, and 
hane at his hands. Now. it qur felues were jud- 
ges, wee would haue things done for vs in the 
moſt convenient time, we would haue the ſmar- 
ting plaiſter pulled! off, before the wound bee 
hcaled, whereas tis beft forvato hare it kept 
on: Beloved, you ſhall finde,that G o » divides be- 
tweene Sathan,and vs,in this caſe, as we lee Rev. 
2.10. Sathan ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, and 
Note, yon ſhall be there for ten dayes: it was not ſo long 
as Sathan would haue had it,it may be,he would 
haue had.itten and ten too; nor againe, it was 
not ſo ſhort,as they would haue had it,but G © Þ 
ſets downe the time berweene them both, and 
therefore we muſt reſt vpon him, and thinke that 
many times there js great reaſon, why we ſhould 
Foure reaſons | be deterred, when wee aske things at his hands, 
| atm v0 of | and you ſhall finde he deferres tor one of theſe 
our requeſts. | Caules, for the moſt part, 


I Sometimes, for the tryall of our faith; as, wee 

x ſce, he deferredto grantto the woman of Canaan, 
aith, x 

alchough he did meane to grant her requeſt, yet 

| | hee deterred long, that hee mighr put hertothe 

tryall; and you ſee, ſhe was no loofer by it, but 

when ſhe held our in her prayers, ſhe had her rc-. 

queſt granted to the full. ; | 

—_—— 7 | Sometimes, hee deferreg40 grant it, that wee 

To humble 15 | may be more humbled;as you know, Paulprayed! 


| earneſtly, 


Reu.2.10. | 


1 


| 


fee 
— 


— 
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earnely,. but G © » tolde him, that he would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : {| 
he deferred to grantthe requeſt, that,the men of 
Iſrazl put vp to him, when the cauſe was juſt, 
and G o » intended to helpe them, yet they tell 
before their enemies twice, though they tufted, 
and prayed, his end was,as we {ee in the rext,thar 
they might be more humbled, that their hearts 
might be more broken, that they might be more 
fitted ro receiue it, 2 

Againe,ſomerimes Gop defers,that we might 
bee more able to vic thoſe blcſhings that hee 
meanesto beſtow vpon vs: to hee deterred to 
raiſe !oſephto prcferment: ſu he deferred to bring 
_Davidro the Kingdome, that thoſe affiiftions 
that they endured might the better fit them to 
enjoy lo great proſperity,as he had provided for 
them efw——d 

And laſtly, he defers,that he might fer a high- 
er price vpon his bleſſings, that hee might 1n- 
-hauncethe price of them, as the fiſher drawes 


{ away the bait, that the fiſh might follow it the 


more; ſo G © 5 withholds bleſſings, that wee 
might haue a greater edge ſer vpon our deſires, 
that we might pray harder for them, that wee 


might prize them more, when we hauc obtained 


them. : 
Now, as he doth thus for the time, and as we 

are often deccived in thetime, in taking delaycs 

for denialls; ſo likewiſe wee are often deceived 


in the meaſure, many times Go » grants the 


things that wee would haue, but, becauſe wee 
F haue 


Re — 


3 
Toinablevst- 
viſe his ble(- 
ſings when we 
hauec them. 


CO ee coo EErne rEr Ir nor nn 


4 

To wakevs to 
prize his bleſ- 
{ings. 


Simlle. 


Concerning 
the meaſure, if 
God giue us 
not ſo much as 
wealke, 


| 


— 
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eter, 


ſtances, 
t. Wealth. 


| 
| 


Aleſſe mealure! 
may (erue as 
wellas a grea- 


Cleared in in-| 


Pſal, 38, 16, 


$1rn:le. 


: hake notſo largea meaſure as we expett; there- 
| fore we thinke we haue it not atall, and that the 
| Lo n b hathdenicd vs our prayers,when indeed 
' he hath not: fora leſſer meaſure, many times, 
May ſcrac as wellas a greater; as Go Þ faith to 
pai:l, my grace 1s ſuffic.eat for thee ; though the 
temptation doc abide vpon vs, ifthere be ſufh- 
cient grace to keepe Vs in a.continuall conflict, 
and warre againſt it,1f there be ſufficient grace to. 
obtaine pardon, to vphold, and tocomfort vs in 
it, it1s ſufficient,” it may bring vs to heaves, we 
haue a deliverance from it, even when we ſeeme 
not to be delivered ; though we haue not ſo full 
a victory, as we would haue, yet that grace may 
be {uſficient. | | 
Y ou ſhall ſee this almoſt in all the things wee 
haue occaſion to requeſt, at Go n s hands, that | 
a leſſer meaſure may ſerue as well as a greater. | 
Take it firſt in outward things. | 
A little wealth may terue, as well as great re- | 
Venges; as in Pſal.z 8. 16. little that the righteons 
hath is as much as great revenues to the wicked , be- 
cauſe alittle, when G o » ſhall fllitwithhis bleſ-: 
ſings,it ſhall ſerue the turne as well; but, if a man 
hath great revenues, and Go Þ blowes vpon 
them, and lcaues an emprineſle in them, if a 
; man haue great revenues, if hee haue great. out- | 


——_—_—— 


-_ 


' ward comforts, yet, if there be an emprinefle, if 
; there be a vanity in them, if they be as the.huske, 
| without the graine, as the ſhell, withoutthe ker- 
| nell, as they are often; though there be a great 
| bulke, and they ſceme very fitto comfort vs, yet 

they 


| 


i 


"DW dota 
FIT 


Er, 


—_ 


j ther Churches, that kad more ſtrength, itmay 


| obſervation, through the Scriptures, thar, ſome- 


| may fall into great finnes, they may be ſubject 


j 4 /ittle ſtrength, and yet thou haſt kept my word; and 


— — 
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they will doe vs littlegood whereas a little,on 
the other fide, will doe much good: for in this 
caſe it is as it was with Manra,thoſe that had little, 


yet they had ſufficient, and thoſe that gathered over, 
yet they had never a whit the more, that is,for their 
vie and comfort, you know,the little that Darie/ 
had,it nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened him, as much 
as the great portion of the-Kings meate, that o- 
thers had, and therefore a little,in this kind, may 
ſerue as well as much. - 
And ſo likewiſe, a little grace may be ſo vied, 
and improved, that it may inable you to dec 
much, it may preſcrue you trom inning againſt 
Go », as well as a great meaſure: for the confir- 
mation of this looke to Rev. 3. $. which is a no- 
table place tor this purpoſe, it is ſaid there tothe 
Church of Phladelphia, thou baſt alittle ſtrength, 
they had bur a little ſtrength, and yet you ſee 
there what that little ſtrength did : thor haſt but 


haſt not denied my name:there were but two things 
forthem ro doe, to kcepe his word, and to be 
kept from running our to thedeniall of his name, 
and other ſinncs : now rhe little ſtrength they 
had.,was ſufficient for theſe ends: to that, wee 
ſee, hee findcs no fault with that Church, 0- 


be, they fell into greater finnes: but this 1s a 
rule which is true, you will finde it true in all 


times, thoſe that haue great grace , yet they 


2.Inftance 1n 
grace, 


Rey 3,8. 


Thoſe that 
haue more 


grace may fall, 
when weake 


ones ſtand, 
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Note in what 
ſenſe this 15 to | 


be takca, 


Reu 3, 


3 Inſtance in 


, gifts. 


Simile. 


Simile. 


to ſome ſtrong prevailing luſt; as Davida, you 
know, had a great grace, and yet, we ſee, he was 
ſubje& to great ſinnes together with it. 

And againe,a man may haue but alittle grace, 
and yetthar little grace may be ſo ordered, and 
husbanded, and improved, thar thar little grace 
may kecpe him from ſinne, more then the other: 
this muſt be warily vnderſtood, not bur thar 


great grace enables a man to doe greater workes, 
| then the other, itenablcs aman, in the ordinary 
| courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more then 
| Iefſe grace, bur yer, (Ifay for our comfort, that) 
, though a man haue bur a little ſtrength, yer,as 1t 
1s {aid there in the ſame place, Rev. 3. in that lit- 
' tle ſtrength, 7 have ſ7t 4 doore open to thee, it opened! 
| the door& of heaven wide cnough, fo that no 
man could ſhut ir. 

And as we ſay for grace,ſo likewiſe for gifts, 
ſmaller gifts, mcancr gifts may ſerue the turne, 
| many times, as well as rm gifts: for, you 


| know, a little finger, a ſmall hand may ſerue to 
| thread a ncedle, as well as.a greater, and, it may 
| be,will doe it better, for, in rhe Church there 
are varieties of operations, and variety of fun- 
| tions, and meancr gifts may ſerue for the dif- 
| charge of lome operations, of ſome ſervices,for 

the Church,as well as greater. And therefore,as 
there are varicty of functions, ſo there are varie- 


| 


| 


ty of members,{ome ſtronger, ſome weaker, and 
the weaker may ſerue, in fome caſes, as well as 
the ſtronger ; alittle barke may doe bertcr in a 
ſmallriver, thena greater ſhippe ; ſo a manrhat 


hath 


— 


& 
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hath bur mcane gifts may ſerue meane capaci- 
ties, as well as greater, and better: and thercfore 
thinke not that things are denied, when the 
thing is granted, not in ſucha meaſure. And 
laſtly, to be faithfullin a little gift will bring as 
yu_ areward, as to be faichfull in greater : hos 

aſt beene faithfull in little, may make a man ruler 
over much, and may bring a great increaſc of the 
talents after. Therefore let nota man be diſcou- 
raged, if he hauc nor ſo great a meaſure as others 


haue : ſo likewiſe if a man deſire patience, and | 4.!nſtance, in 
| croffes,and af- | 


{trength to goe through all varicty of conditi- 
ons, through all rhetroubles hee meetes with: 
ſometimes the Lo n » layes a great burthen vp- 
on a mans ſhoulders,and giues him great ſtrength 
to bearce it ; ſometimes againe he giues but a lit- 
de ſtrength, but then he proportions the bur- 


Faithfulneſſe 


in little brings | 
as great a re- 


wasd as in 
. more, 


| 


' fliQions, 


| S;male. 


i 
| 


| 


thento it; and is it not all one, whether the | 
burthen be great, and the ſtrength anſ! werable, | 
or the burthen be lefle, and the ſtrength little * | 


{ſometimes hee takes away calamity, ſomerimes 
hee layes it vpon a man, and giues him as much 
ſtrength as will bcare it, and thar is as good, as if 


it were removed ; clſc, what is the meaning of! 


that, you ſball have an-handred fold with perſecuti- 


| 2, but that yon ſhall have ſo much joy, and 


ſtrength in perſecution, thar ic ſhall be all one as 
if you wanted it? ſo we ſee Heb.5.7.when Chrift 
prayed for deliverance, in that yu houre of 


| triall, thetext ſaith, hee was heard in the things he 
feared, and yet, we ſec,the cup did nor paſſe trom 


hin, becaulc heewas ftrengthened to beare it, 
F -q and 


| 
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Dangers of 0- 
mitting , *r 
neglefting 
prayer. 

I 


2 


A 


Why men de- 
cline in thcir 
OTACC. 


| prayer is a part of his worſhip, and the negle& of 


and ſo it is in this caſe: and ſo much ſhall ſerue | 
fora full anſwere to that, that we be not miſtaken 
in judgeing our prayers notto be heard, when | 
they are heard. | 
 _Andnow, Beloved, what remaines, butthat we 
ſet our fclues to the duty, to doe that we are ex- 
horted vnto here,namely,to pray continually, that 
is,to pray very much, to keepe,at leaſt,a conſtant 
courſe init; for, if we doe neglect it, we doc 
but robbe G o Þ of his mercies, wee take them 
withour his leaue. 

Againe, we are guilty of the finne of vnthank- 
fulnctle:for we ought to gize thankes in all things : 
againe, wee neglc& his worſhip ; for you know | 


it from day to day, or at any time,when we omit 
it,isa neglect of tht worſhip,and ſervice we owe 
vnto him. - 
Againe, we ſuffer finto lie vnforgiven, which | 
is very dangerous, we depriue our {clues of bleſ- 
lings, and bring acurſe vpon our {elues, and we 
ſuffer our hearts to grow hard, andto be diftem- 
pered: for, from our neglect of prayer comes | 
that deadneſle of ſpirit, that worldly-minded- 


A 


and ro keepe the ſabboth; whatelſe is the reaſon 
of it, why thoſe that haue beene forward, and 
zealous profeſſours,. in former times; haue loſt 
their light, andarc-tallen from their place; I ſay 
whatis the reaſon of it, when they weve ſome- 
times fervent rn ſpirit ſervingthe Lord? Thathre: 


a 


neſſe, and vnaprtneſſeto pray, to heare the. word, | 


| was not keptaliue with the fuell of prayer ;. and, 
| when 


YI 


—_—__ 


| comero anſwere ſome caſes of conicjence that 


—_—_— 


| though it be out of his hand, yea he reckons that 
the hetter of the two, ſo thole prayers that haue | 


vs beexhorted to be conſtant inthis duty, to be 
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—_ 
degree of faith, which they had obtained, you 
ſhall finde it commonly to ariſe from remiſneſſe 
in this. duty: therefore wee ſay to ſuch, repert, 
and amend, and doe your firſt workes, that is, vie 
your former diligence, renew that, and that will 
renew grace, and ſtrengrh againe : therefore take 
heede of being negligent, and remiſſe in this du- 
ty. We haue great cauſe to be incouraged to it, 
for there is not afaithfull praycr that wee make 
ſhalbeloſt;but they come vp into remembrance: 
and therefore you muſt. conſider with your 
ſclues, not onely whar you doe for the preſent, 
but what ſtock of prayers you haue laid vp;you 
know,aman may haue much in bills,and bonds, 
as well as in preſent money;ſo there is a certaine 
ſocke of prayer, a certaine treaſure laid vp, that 
ſhall not be forgotren. The husbandman lookes 
not onely ypon the graine that hee hath in lus 
garner,bur he lookes vpon that which is ſowne, 


beene ſowed, (it may be, many ycares agoe) are 
ſuch as will bring in a ſure increaſe:therefore ler 


——_ therein; to continue in it, watching thereto | 
with perſeverance. 
And now wee haue diſpatch& this, wee will 


fall out in the performance of this duty, which 
are divers. 


whenthey declined from that pitch, from that 


Benefit of fre- 
quency , and 
diligence in 
praycre 


No faithful! 
prayer is loſt, 


Simile, 


Simile, | 


| 


Caſcs of con- 
ſcience concers 


ning prayer. 


Caſe, 1. 


Firſt, this is one; what ſhall a man judge of 


I E -4 hus 


—— 
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Abont wan- 
dring thoughts 
in praycT« 


Anſ w. | 


I 

"The cauſe of 
them is weak- | 
nefſe. | 
Simile. 


| 
b 


; 
k 


' his prayers, when they arc accompanied with 


| the performance of that duty 2 


wandring thoughts, whether thoſe prayers are 
ſuch as G o » wholly refuſeth, or what he is to| 
doe in ſucha cafe, when he is ſubjeR to wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diftemper in| 


— TothisI anſwere, that wee muſt diftinguiſh 
of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts a- 
riſe. 

Sometimes theyariſe, not fo much from our 
owne negle, as from weakenefle, from temp-| 
tation: and in ſuch acaſe Go Þ layesthem not 
ſo much to our charge. As,for example,one that 
aymes at amarke, and durh his: beft to hit 1g 
marke, yet, if he hatha hand, or anarme, 
hath the palſey in it, or ifone jogg him w!/ 
is about it, the fault was not ſo much in | 
was n9t want of good will to doe it, n' 


1 
| 


Smale. 


S$: mile. 


| 
_ 4 asa ſtronger, \'# 


of diligence; bur either it is his weaken 
| tis an impediment caſt in by another : {0 
| this cafe, this wandring of minde proceed? 
' anaturall infirmity, and imbecillity, that I 
' vponthe nature of man, which is not fo able 
 kecpe it ſelfe cloſe to ſuch a ſpirituell bulinefſe ,] 
; and this Goo conſiders, for he is wiſe, and kwowes 
' 241 we are bat fleſh, When a weake ſervant goes 
, about 2 buſtnefle, though hee doe it not fo well 
a man is wife to confider, that 
i the {cryantis but weake:the Lo x Þ conſidersthe 
naturall weaknefle thar we arc ſubje& vnto z and 
he deales mercifully with vs, in ſuch a cafe: for] 
herein a man/1S as ONE that hath a boyy in his 


* hand, 


—— —— 
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hand, buthe hatha palſeyarme, and therefore 
he cannot keepe it ſteddy,though he haue a mind 
todock. | | 

But the other caſc is, when he is jogged inhis | 
ſhooring by another, that is, when Sathan unter- 
[rupts him, when hee is diligent to hinder him in 
ſucha duty,in this caſe, G a Þ chargeth it not yp- 
on him, and doth not caſt vs off, nor reje& our 
{ prayers, becauſe af that: bur,on the other ftde, 
when this wandring of minde fhall rife from 
meere negligence, an qur part,. from profancile, 
fram want of reverence, becaute we doe not in- 
tend holy duties as we ought, wee come not to 
them with that conſcionableneſſe, withthar care- | 
fulnefſe as we ſhould doe; inthis caſe now.it is a | 
reat ſinne,this mouecsthe L o = » to anger,when | 
e performe the duty in that manner, when wee | 
enotſo muchas ſer our {clues about ir with, 
Ir ſtrength , bur ſuffer our mindes to wander | 
ithour any refkſtance. Eo 
Or ſecondly, when we qur {clues he the cauſe | 
of it by admitting of looſe thoughts, by ſuffering | 
|Qur ſclues tobe worldly minded, by ſuffering an | 
ind;ſpofition tro grow vpan vs, and not labou-. | 
ring to reſiſt ir, and caſt it off againe. Y ou know, | 
when an inſtrument is out of tune, if the leffon 
[be never fo good, thatis played vpon ut, yetitis! 
| vnpleaſant, becauſe the inftrument is our ofrune; | 
and whoſe taultis that? ſo,when thou comme? : 
to Gon, and ſuffereſt thy heart ro be diſtem- | 
| pered before, and doeſt nor looke to keepe it in; 


and 


| arder,that is.thy ſinne, as well asthy protaneſſe,| 


2, lewpration, 


| 3.Negligence, | 


4. Valamary 
admitting of 
vaing thauglus 


Sixule. 


0 


coonnnen__m»m, 


I 


Smile. 


\ 


Smale. 


S:nile. 
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About wan- } his prayers, when they arc accompanied with 

dring thoughts | wandring thoughts, recs thoſe prayers are 

6 5d fuchas G o » wholly refuſeth, or what he is to| 
doe in ſucha cafe, when he is ſubject to wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diftemper in| 

the performance of that duty * 
Anſw. To this I anſwere, that wee muſt diftinguiſh 


| | Sometimes theyariſc, not ſo much from our 
"The cauſe of ' 

them is weak- 
nefſe. 


| = the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts a- 
riſe. 


owne neglect, as from weakenefle, from temp- 

tation: and in ſuch acaſe Ga Þ layesthem not 
| ſo much to our charge. As,for example,one that 

aymes at amarke, and durh his: beft to hit the 
marke, yet, if he hath a hand, or anarme, that 
hath the palley in it, or ifone jogg him while he 
is about it, the fault was not ſo much in him, ir 
was not want of good will to doe it, nor want 
ot diligence; bur either it is his weakeneſle, or 
| tis an impediment caſt in by another: fo it isin 

this cafe, this wandring of minde procceds from 
' anaturall infirmity, and imbecillity, that hangs 
' vponthe nature of man, which is not fo able ro 
; kecpe it ſelfe cloſe to ſuch a ſpirituall bufinefle ; 
; and this Goo conſiders, for he 1s wiſc,and kwowes 


\ 241 we are but fleſh, When a weake ſervant goes| 


\ about 2 bulineſle, rhough hee doe it nor fo well 
| = . 
; as a ſtronger, \'# a man is wife to confider, that 


naturall weaknefle tharwe arc ſubje& vnto ; and 
he deales mercifully with vs, in ſuch a cafe: for 
PONY 1s as ONe that hath a bozy In his 


i the {crvantis but weake:the L o x Þ conſiders the| 


CO — 


7 
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hand, burhe hatha palſey arme, and therefore 
he cannot keepe it ſteddy,though he haue a mind 
todocn. | 

Bur the other caſe is, when he is jogged inhis | 
ſhooring by another, that is, when Sathan uner- 
rupts him, when hec is diligent to hinder him in 
ſuch a duty;in this caſe, G o > chargeth it not vp- 
on him, and doth nat caſt vs off, nor reje& our 
{ prayers, becauſe af that: burt,on the other itde, 
| when this wandring of minde fhall rife from 
meere negligence, an qur part,. from profancile, 
from want of reverence, becaufe we doe not in- 
tend holy dugies as we ought, wee come not to 
© [them with that conſcionableneſſe, withrthar care- | 
fulnefſe as we ſhould doc; inthis caſe now.it is a ! 
| great ſinne,this mouesthe L o = » ta anger,when | 
we performe the duty in that manner, when wee | 
doe not{o muchas fer our {clues about'iz with, 
our ſtrength , but ſuffer our mindes to wander | 
without any refeſtance. | | 

Or ſecondly, when we our {clues he the cauſe 

of it by admitting of looſe thoughts, by ſuffering | 
{Qur ſclues tobe worldly minded, by ſuffering an | 
indjſpofition ro grow vpon vs, and not labou-. | 
ring to refit ir, and Caſt it off againe. Y ou know. | 
| when an inſtrument is out of tune, if the leſſon 
[be never fo good, that is played vpon ir, yerit is! 
{ vnpleaſant, becauſe the inftrument is our ofrune, | 
and whoſe taultis that? ſo,when thou commet | 
to Gan, and ſuffereſt thy heart to be diftem- | 
| pered before, and doeſt nor looke to keepe it in 
 arder,thar is.thy ſinne, as well as thy profanelle,| 


| 


and 


2,1cw pration, 


3 .Negligence, 


4+. Valamtary 
admitting of 
vaing thuughts 


Siwule. 


. < >= oye. 
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| 


How te pre» 


_ {ventwandring 


| 


thoughts in 
prayer. 


Simile. 


Caſe. 2. 

About indiſpe- 
ſedneſs, & dul. 
nefſe, & vnapt- 
ncfc to prayer, 


Anſw.1. 


| doe vs ſervice inſuch a holy dutic, whenwee! 


| 


and neglect in the very time ofthe performance: 
and, by this you may learne, howto judge of 
wandring thoughts 1n the performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe. you may ſce how to prevent 
them: the way to prevent them, 1s to keepe our| 
hearts in tune betorc, to: haue them ready,as the 
wſe man hath-his heart at his right hand, thart is, 
he hath it ready when he hath itto vic. When a! 
man is to vie his horſe, he doth not ſuffer him to | 
runne vp and downe in the paſtures wildely, but: 
will haue him vnder bridle, ſo we ſhould keepe 
our hearts in frame, that they may be ready to 


haue neede of them, 
Secondly,we muſt bediligent, when we come{ 
to performe the duty, that, though our mindes|_ 
doe wander, yet we may be ready to recall them 
preſently, to ſer our Sack: to it withall dili- 
gence: ſo much for anſwering of this firſt caſe. 
The ſecond caſc is, what a man is to doc, 
when hee findes a great indiſpoſition to prayer, 
{uch a duineſſe, and deadneſſe in him, that hee 
knowes not how to goc about the dutic, and 
hee thinkes, if he doe it, it were as good be vn- 
done. , | 
To this I anſwer briefly, that in all ſuch caſes, 
|a man is bound netwithſtanding to performe it, 
let his heart be never ſo much out of temper, -lct 
there benever ſo great a dulneſſe, and deadneſſe 
of ſpirit vpon him, yet heis bound todocit. | 
But-you wil ſay,why,but I am altogether vnfit. 
I an{were, that a man by ſctting himſclfe vpon 
” We 


_— 


«a 


- and 
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the worke,ſhall gather a fitneſſe, though hewere 
vafitatthe firſt : you know, members, that arc 
benummed, yet by vſing them, _ gerlife, and 
heate, and come, in the end, tobe nimble e- 
nough; fo itis with the heart, in this caſe, when 
itis benummed, rhe very vſing of ir makes it fir 
for the duty. You know, wood, though it-be 
grcene,yer, - if it be long blowed, at the length, 
will be dry,anJ take ftre;{o it is with.the heart, a 


|zet, with much-adoe, he may doe it; and there- 
forc he oughr-ro doe this duty,in ſuch a caſe;yea 
ſo much the rather, becauſe there is never more 
need of calling vpon Go », then at ſuch a time: 
for thena manlyes moſt expoſed to temptation, 
then, if any ſinne come, hee is ready to be over- 
taken with ir,he 1s vnfit forany thing, and there- 
{forc,ifever he haue necd to call.vpon Go d,it is 
at that time, 
But you will ſay, it may be,G © Þ will not ac- 
cept it 2 

- I anſwer briefly, although a mans heart beſo 
indiſpoſed, that, when he hath done all he can, 
yet he can get no life, hee can getno heate in the 
performance of ſuch a duty,yct Go Þ may accept 
that prayer, as well as that which is moſt fer- 
vent. And that you may vnderſtand this aright, 
you muſt take it with this diſtintion. 

* This dulneſſe, and deadnefle in prayer, it 
comes from one of theſetwo cauſes, 

- Oneis,when G o v withdrawes his owne ſpi- 
rit, that is,. withdrawes not hus ſpirit altogether; 


| 


man may be leng about getting it on the wing, 


S imile " 


Never more 
neede to pray, 
then when wee | 
are moſt indiſ- 
poſed, 


Note. - 


Cauſes of dulz 
c, 


I .Deſertio Bn, 


(for 


A - 


he 
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2. From neg- 


| pn 


When indifpo- 
tion » ne 


hindrance, 


, 
Caſe.3. 
Abcut praying 
aftcr a man 
hath commit- 


| doth accept it, though hee hath not vouchlated 
{ſuch enlargement of our hearts, though he hauc 


 xcd rae grafle | ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant 


ſtance, 


(for there may be ahelpe, when wee percciue it 
not but when he with rawesthe livelinefle, and 
quickneſſe of his ſpirit, aad inthis caſe, if we doe 
our duty, if we doe the beſt wecan, the Lon » 


not powred outhis ſpirit vpon vs, inthe perfor- 
mance of the dutie,as at other times, but he giues 
aſecrer helpe,that perhaps we feele not,nor per- 
haps is ſo great as at other times, yet I fay,when 
o ariſeth trom his owne withdrawing of that fit- 


nefle, and we are not negligent, whuch is the 0- 
her cauſe, I ſay,when we are not negligent, but 
on doe our beſt, in this caſe, G © v accepts the will 
for the deed, as we haue often ſaid to you:that rule 
alway holds good, when the impediment is ſuch 
as we cannot remoue, when the dulneſle of ſpi- 
cit is ſuch as it is not in our power to remoue, 
when we haue vſed our vtmoſt diligence, ,in that 
caſe it isno hindrance: and therefore ic is a great 
comfort vnto vs, that we haue vied our diligence 
in this duty,when we haue vicd our beſt to quic- 
ken our heafts, though it be not done, yet G © Þ 
accepts our prayers,as well as if they were per- 
formed in a more lively and fervent manner. 
The next caſe is, what a man is to docafterhe 
hath comminted ſome great finne, after he hath 
wounded his conſcicnce, whether then,notwith- 


courſe in prayer,morning,and evening, wherher 
he ſhall be ſoÞold, as to come into Go Þ s pre- 
| ſence after he bath ſo exceedingly offended him, 


— 


Te, 
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To this I anſwere, that a man is bound, (not-j Anſw, 
withttanding any finne that hee hath committed, | In this caſe | 
be it what it will be ) to, keepe his courſe con- | Per note 
ſtantly in prayer, and not to omit 1t, not to kee a 
oft,not to deferre it. And my ground for itis,be- | , p,, ſ. 
cauſe this is a dury,itis acharge, that G o Þ hath | 1: ; Gods.om- 
layed vpon all, to pray continually , that is, at the | mand, 
leaſt twice aday, as we ſhewed betore, to keepe 
a conſtant courſe init. Now, itis certaine, our 
failing in onething, muſt not excuſe vs in ano- 
{ther: whenthe dutic lyes on vs, wee haue no 
diſpenſation to be negligent init; and therefore 
weare bound to doc Ie. 

Againe, confider this, that a particular offence 2.Reaſ. 


Note. 


O o 
doth not offend ſo much,as if we grow ſtrangers | Negle& in this 


to Go Dvd; is tf we grow to a generall rebellion | is worſe then 
; . the ſinne wee 

againſt hun. As,purthe caſe,achilde commits a | committed bes 

great offence againſt his father, yet, if he runne | fore- | 

away from his fathers houſe,and grow a ſtranger | 

ro him, that is more then the particular offence: | 

for a generall rebellion maſt needs be more then | 

the particular, and to give over calling vpon | 

G © ».to break off that courſc,togrow a ſtranger 

ro him, to ranhe away from his houſe, and (as it | | 

were)to be ready to giue over all his ordinances, | 

& a conſtant courfe of obeaicnce to him, this 1s | 

a generall rebelti>n, & is worſe then the particu- 

lar;yea ſuch carriage,afrer f1h commicted, moues 

G © » to anger more then the ſinir ſelfe;as,many 

times, the conempruous, negligent, rebellious | 

carriage, after anoffence, moues a maſter, a bul- 

band,or a parentmore,then the particular failing 


though it were exceeding great. Be 


we ll, AL Le 


_ — — > — — 


—— 


HEE OO AS 


_— 
4 z3.Reaf, 


| It leaucs' the 
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RE 


breach in the 


conſcience 9+ * 


Pens 


re wee recouer 
not quickly 
out of a ſinne, 
we adde more 
tO it, 


Beſides,confider,when a man commits a great 
ſinne, he makes a great gap in his conſcience, he | 
makes a great breach there ; and will you haue 
that breach lye open © is not that very dange- 
rous ? is not that the way to bring in more ſinne, 
and to ſuffer thoſe good things that are in the 


| [heart to ſteale out « I will giue you but one in- 


ſtance for this: You ice, S. Fezer, when he had 
committed a great finne, in denying his Maſter, 
and forſwearing of him too, yet, becauſe he came 
in preſently, and repented, and ſought pardon, 
(as you know heedid ) you ſee, hee was pre- 
ſerved from running into further arrerages: for 
hee made vp the gappe, hee made vp the 
breach. Re” 

Wee ſee, onthe other fide, when David had 
committed that ſinne with Bathſbeba, and did 
not come vnto G © », as hee ſhould hane done, 
to keepe his conſtant courſe in ſacrificing vnto 
him, 1n repenting,and renewing his repentance, 
and praying to him, you kgow, how many finnes 
he fell into: and likewiſe, that was the caſe of 
Salomon, you know, to what a height hee grew, 
by not comming to Go ov, at his firſt failing ; 
and therfore,I ſay,therc is reaſon,that we ſhould 
doe it, though the ſinne be great , wee ought 
tocome in, and to keepe our courle conſtant- 
ly. 
of Burt may I not ſtay till I be more fitted, till 
= heart be more ſoftened , and more hum- 

cd * | 


Beloved, to ſtay in this caſe 1s dangerous, = | 


oli. =_ _—_—— 


—— 
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the heart commonly growes ntore hard in con- 
'rinuance ; the conſcience is more tender, imme- 
arely after the ſinne is -committed , then it is 
afrerwards ; and when thou ſtayeſt tor more hu- 
miliry, thou tindeſtlefſe,; and therefore,while 


ken newly holde, it is then beſt to quench it, be- 
fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath con-. 
tinued long ; for the heart will grow worſe, and: 
worſe, as'1t is Heb.3.12. Take heede that you be not 


i hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſinne ; the. 


g 15 this, . when you commit a finne, 
you thinke, if you ſtay a weeke,or a fortnighr, or 
a moneth,you ſhall come inas wel as art the firſt, 


meantas 


no, faiththe Apoſtle, whe it is to day,come in, 
thatis, doe it preſently; for ſinne will deceiue 
you, it will harden your heart before you be a- 
ware,it will make a diſtance betweene.G o v,and 
you, it will take you off from him, ' it will leade 


Tele, itis beſt toſtop them preſently; it you ſuf- 


you farther ory; and therefore :take heede, that 
your hearts be not hardencd through the de- | 


and therefore in this caſe you ſhould doe as you 
doe with waters, when waters breake out a lit- 


fer them, they will make the breach greater, till 

at length;yoube vnable to ſtop them : 1o in this 

caſe, when you haue committed a great fin, cone 

inſpeedily.. _ | | 

-' But you will ſay, what ſhall aman ceme into 

Gods preſence,who 1s moſt holy,after he hath de- | 


| 


ceirfulneſſe of finne, that finne doe not decciue |} 
you, and it will doe it before you thinke of it : | 


[ 


| 


the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta- | 


filed| 


Staying for fit- 
neſſe after ſin 
committed, we 
become more 


unkt, ; 


Heb 2, 12, 


Simule, 


Obreet. . 


Cd 


Was, 


8o + 
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Anſw. 


Caſe.g. 


| About a ſet 


Anl[w, 


We muſt come 
to God with a 
diſpoſition tur- 
ned from fin, 


forme of praick 


\ 


fled himſelfe with ſome great finne, is not this 
an vareverent thing? - _ + 

- ] anſwer briefly,itis very true, if thou be bold 
ro come into Gops preſence with the ſame dif 
poſition wherewith the fin was commirted, with 
a minde ſo taſhioned, and ſo framed, in that cafe 
thou doeſt exceedingly provoke him, this is a 
very high degree of profancſſe: and therefore, 
when we {ay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a 
conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding, the 


\hometoGo>d , with a minde to abhorre that 


meaning is,you muſt come in with a diſpoſition 
turned aſide from your finnes, and brought 


which is evill, and to cleaue to that which is 
200d; there muſt bee this converſion off the| 
minde to him, thou muſt not come in with the} 
ſame diſpoſition, that muſt be altered. So much | 
ſhall ſerue for the anſwere to this caſe. 
Ancthercaſe is, whether wee may-vſe a ſet| 
forme of prayer? and likewiſe whether .it be| 
ſuſhcient 2 
I neede not ſay much to you;for I thinke therc| 
is none here thatdoubt of it, but that a ſet forme 
of prayer may be vied: you know,Cn x1 sr pre- 
{cribeda forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were 'vied .con- 
ſtantly ; and therefore thereis no doubt but that 
a ſer forme may be vied, wee haue that'iexample 
for it: And inthe Church, atall times, in the| 
 primatiuetires of the Church, and all along to 
the beginning of the reformed: times, to Lather, 
and Calvins time, Hill, .inall times, the C _ 
a 
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had ſer formes they viced, and I know no objc- 


| tion againſt it of weight. One maine objection 


45 this : 

That in ſtinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned, 
when a man is tyed to a forme, then hee ſhall 
haue his ſpirit, as it were, bounded, and limited, 
that hee cannot goe beyond that which 1s pre- 
ſcribed, and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a 
man ſhould be left ro more libertie , (as. hee is 
in conceived prayers ) and not tyed to a ſtrit 
forme. - | PEPE 

To this I anſ{were, eventhoſe men, that are a- 
oainſt this,and thar vie this reaſon, they doe the 
ſame thing daily in the -congregation: for when 
anocher prayes, that is a ſet formeto him , that 
heares it, I fay, it is a forme to him: for put 
thar caſe, thar he that is a hearer, thar heares as 
other pray, _— that his ſpirit be more in- 
larged, itis a ſtraitning to him, hee hath noli- 
berty to-goe out; he is. bound to keepe his minde 


ficient reaſon, that a man might nor vſe a ſer 
form, becauſe the ſpirit is ſtrained, a man ſhould 
not heare another pray(though it be a conceived 
-prayer) becauſe,in that cafe, his ſpirit is limited ; 
it may be, the hearer hath a larger hearr, agreat 


{| deale, then hce that ſpeakes and praycs; ſorhart 
{there is a bounding, and ſtraitning,and a limiting 


of the ſpirit. And therefore that reaſon cannot be 
good, 


Againe, I anſwere, though the ſpirit belimi- 
ted, at that time, yet he hath a libertie, ar other 
rimes 


— 


| 
| 
| 


intent vpon it: and therefore, it that were a ſuf- | 


| 


2 


Obie. 


Anſw.1. 


1 hoſe that ob- 
iet againſt a 
ſct forme of 
prayer, doe the 
ſame thing. 


Note. 


Anſw. 2. 
We hauc liber- 
tic at other 

times. | 


, #—_— 


| 
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3. Anſy. 

l he ſpirit isnot 
reſtrained in a 
ſet forme of 
z Tiycr, 


Que 


Anſw. 
Though a ſer 
forme may be 
| vicd in prayer, 


þ'5 not ſuffict 
ent, 


{ ther that be ſufhcient 2 


yet that alone; 


the reaſon, becauſe they are not ſufficient, In- 


a 


times,to pray as freely as he will in private; and 
rhereforc he isnot ſotyed, bur, though, at that 
time he be, yetit 1s no generall tyc; at another] 
time, or immediately after, he may be as free as 
he will in ſecret. 

Againe, I anſ{were, it is nota tye, anda re- 
ſtxaint of the {pirit, becauſe there is a tye of 
words. for the largencſle of the hcart ſtands not 
ſo much in the multitude and variety of exprefſi- 
ons, as inthe extent of the aftc&ion: now then 
the heart may be very large,for all that ; though 
he be tycd in words, yer there is not atye vpon 
the affection, that may be extended more, in put- 
ting vp the ſame petition, whenanother mans is 
more ſtraitned; therefore there isno "Ye, and lt- 
mit vpon that. And this is enough to {arisfie that 
thata ſer forme of prayer muſt be vſed. 

But now, if you aske, whether that be ſuffici- 
ent 2 whether a man way thinke, if hee haue 
beene preſent at publique prayer, (which is a 
commendable thing to vie conſtantly)I fay,whe- 


— 


My Bcloved.this is a matter of ſome moment, 
to conſider what we ought to dye in this caſe, 
for we may be deceived in it,and I anſwer plain- 
ly, ir ts not ſufficient: a man that 1s diligent in 
publique prayers, that keepes them morning and 
evening, if hee thinkes now he hath diſcharged 
his duty, he is 1n a very great errour : and this 1s |. 


deed, they arc to be vied; tor Gop is worſhipped | 
in them, and it is a more publique worſhip; and | 
when \ 


—— —— 


| cannot vnfold, and open, and expreſle vnto the 
-[LorD. 


——_—— 


| 
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when G o Þ is honoured before many(asa man, 
when there are many ſpectators, more honour is 
done to him) it is a greater honour ; ſo it is when 
men joyne in this worſhip. And many other rea- 
{ons there be, bur that is not the thing, I am now 
vpon, to commend it to you; bur,I 1ay,it 1s not 
ſufficient, although it ought ro be done, becauſe 
thereare many particular ſfinnes, which cannor 
be confefſed in publique prayer, there are many 
particular wants, which in publique praycr you 


Againe, the end of a ſet forme of prayer is to 
be a helpe for the private, (for the publique it is 
another caſe )a helpe that one may vle that is yet 
exceeding weake : a childe,thar cannot goe, may 
haue ſuch a proppe, but wee muſt not alway be 
children, we muſt notalway vſe that helpe. 

Beltdes,we muſt conſider this, that there 1s no 
man, that hath any worke of grace in his heart, 
but he is inabled in ſome mealure to pray, witt. - 
out a ſer forme of prayer,  heis able to expreſle 
his defires to GoD in private, one way, oran 
other : there was never any man, in any extreame 
want, but he knew how to expreſle himiclte, 
where he had libertie to ſpeak:1o it is inthis caſe. 
Beſides, the ſpirit of a man hath greater liber- 
ty in private; there a man may powre forth his 
ſoule to the Lord,as Hanna ſaith, 1 Sam. 1. which in 
publique, he cannot doe freely : there are many 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to be 


Simile, 


5.Reaſons pro- 
ving that a ſet 
forme of pray- 
cr is not (affi- 
cient. 


[. Rea. 


2.Keaſ. 


Simile. | 


3. Reaſ. 


thanktfull to G © Þ for. 


G 2 
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The end why 
prayer is yicd, 


Caſe.s . 
About vſing 
the voice,and 
about the gc- 
ſturein ſecret 
prayer. 
Anſw. 


CL 


Befides, there is a particular paines that a man 
is to take with his heart, from day to day, which, | 
inthe publike common petitions, he is not able 
to doe :. for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer, 
that is required from day to day, is not ſo much 
the performance of the duty, the doing of the 
taske, but the end is to keepe the heart in order ; 
for, if ſinfull luſt grow vpon it, anddiſtempers, 
and worldly mindednef[e, the end of this duty 
is to worke them out againe,to renew repentance 
againe,; and, when there is a forgetfulneſſe of 
the covenant, when grace growes weake, when 
good dciires beginto languith, to renew, and re- 
cover them, to put fuell ro them: and this is not} 
done by the performance of the publike oncly , 
and therefore, I ſay, though you performe it 
in your families, and meete in the congrega-| 
tion,, you mult nor thinke that this-is-enough, 
youare bound to a private performance of this 
duty. | 

Againe, this is another caſe,. what a man is to 
doc in the private performance of this duty, whe- 
ther he be bound alwayes to vic his voice? whe- 
ther he be bound alwayesto vicfuch a kinde of 
geſture? 


% 


I anſwer this briefly,(for there is no great dif- 


| know how often it is repeated, ( inthe 


ficulty mrtheſe things, and therefore I paſſe them 
over) for the geſture in publike, there is more! 
heede to be taken of thar, becauſe it is a pub- 
like and open worſhip of G © p; and therefore in 
publike the geſture is alway to be reverent. You 
olde te- 
ſtament| 


— ———_ ——e—_——— 


—_— 


thc. 
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worſhipped (till, Chriſt looked vp to heaven, Pau! 
kneeled downe,andthe reſt:with him, and prayed, 
and many ſuch like cxprcſſhions you haue menti- 
oned in the Scriptures: where you haue prayer 
mentioned in publike, ſtill you thall fnde an ex- 
preſſion of ſome teverend geſture, and when we 
appeare before the Lox inthe publike perfor- 
mance of this dutic, eſpeciall care muſt be taken 
hereunto : in the priyate, the caſc is different, 
| there variety of geſtures may be vſed; I doe not 
ſce, but all variety of geſtures may be vied, there 
are many examples for walkzng,and lying , and 
| /ittizg; onely this is to bee taken heede to, thar, 
even in privare, as farre as may be,the geſture be 
ſuch, as may both cxpreſlethe inward reverence 
inthe heart, and of the outward man, but there 
is a libertie in-that': I thinke this is the beſt rule 
in private,that the geſturcbe vſcd,that doth moſt 
quicken, and fu help the dutic moſt. Some 
geſture may bring a dulnefſe, and indiſpoſition, 
when another may quicken the body, and make 
it more fit for prayer; ſometimes lying 1s incon- 
venient, and ſomecimes more convenient ; and 
therefore, in this caſe, the beſt rulc 1s, to vie that 
geſture, which quickens moſt, which hclpes moſt 
the duty ; ſome geſtures may breedea wearines 
inthe body, ſome may brecde a dulnefle; ſeme 
are painfull to the body : all this is a hindrance to 
_ duty,when the change of ir may quicken and 
elpe, 


G 3 ceſture ) 


ſtament eſpecially ) that they bowed dewne , and 


Now for the voyce,I ſay, for that, (as for the 


8 


Note. 


Thar geſture is 
to be vſcd in 
private prayer 


that do:h moſt 


quicken, 


hk. Mt — 


Toh 4.24» 


Angels how 
they ſpeake to 
God and one 
another, 


Why the voice 
| is vicd in pra- 
| yer. 


[to Gop, and they ſpeake one to another, 


ſpirit, and he will be worſhipped in ſptrit ; men, thar 
haue eares,and bodies, they muſt haue men ſpeak 
to them, but Go, that is a ſpirit, delights in that 
which is like himſelfe; and therefore all his eye 
!s vpon the inward behaviour of the ſpirit, Bc- 
f1Jes, the ſpirit may ſpcaketo G o »y, when the 
voice doth not, as, you know, the Ange/ls ſpeake 


The Schoolemen haue great diſputes about the 
ſpeech of Angels, but this they agree in, that one 
Angel {pcakes to another after this manner; when 
any one hath a conccit,in his mind,of any thing, 
with a will that another ſhould vnderſtand it , 
and that God ſhuuld vnderſtand ir, that is enough 
for the expreſſion of it ; ſo is it with the ſpirit of 
a man, when he hath ſuch a petition in his hearr, 
in his minde, and there is a defire in his will, that 
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__ ) iris nor ſimp! as pc for God is a 


G o Þ ſhould vnderſtand that petition ; that is ar, 
offcring it vp tothe Lox, itis as truc aſpcaking | 
totheLo & Þ, as when you deliver it by an ont-! 
ward voyce for the ſpirit agrees with the Angels ;| 
as It is a ſpirit, and as they {peake one to anorhict: þ 
and to the Lox »o, ſo doth the ſpirit of men, 

though , indeede, the tongue bero be vicd, :s it 
IS, 1472. 3.9. therewith bleſſe wee God, and there- 
with ſhould we pray among others, and bcfore 
others, and ſpeake before others : but when 
rhere is any cauſe to v{c the voyce, in private, it 
is this,as farrc as it may quicken the hcart,( as 1 
ſaid of geſture ) and as farre as thereby we may 


| 


keepe our thoughts from wandring. It the voice 
| Were 


—_- 
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| 
were not yicd , perhaps, the thoughts would be 
ſubje&tro more wandring , and we ſhould not be 
ready to take notice of them, but they would 
ilip befiabe we tare aware : and therefore, when 
the voyce is vied, it muft bee to keepe in the 
thoughts, In ſome cates , to omit the voice, is 
more conyenient when it may draw any other 
inconvenience, but har 1s left to ever 
mans particular caſe, as he ſhall finde the 
the vic of it to hinder him, or further 
him. And {o much ſhall ſerue 
tor this Caſe, 


Ee ee. 
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Caſe. 6. 
About want of 
leaſureto pray 
by reaſon of 
preſent” buſi- 
nefles to bee 
ſpcedily diſ- 
patched, 
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Pray continually. 


Ta Nother caſcof Conſcicneecin the 
7WI29| bulineſle of praycr, 1s) what a 
AM man 1s to doe, v. hen hee 1s in 
Va ſtrait of time, by reaſon of fomc 
7 E=E=Jy| Waighty buſinefſe, that requires 
* 4 quicke and fudden diſpatch,anc 
giucs him not the leaſure and liberty, thar orher- 
wiſc he might haue bad 7 
Tothis I anſwer, you ſhall finde,that in Scrip- 
eures,, the prayers of Saints haue bcene {ſom*-- 
times larger , and ſometimes ſhorrer. Our Savi- 
our Chriſt , you know, ſometimes ſpent a whole 


night 


a 6 


_— — 


— 
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el” 


night in praycr; Surely he did not take ſo much 
time alwayes, and, no doubr, wee haue libertie 
ſometimes to be larger, ſomerimes ſhorter , ac- 
cording as our occaſions will permit. Buy, yet 
this you muſt remember, that though the buyſi- 
neſſe be great, yet that Þuy fineſſe, that concernes 
the ſalvation of our ſoulcs , and the worſhip of 
G © v, is greater: And therefore, except it be a 
true ſtrait, this is ſti]] ro be preferred; for ir is a 
buylineſſe of greater moment ; and therefore you 
muſt giue a juſt weightto your buſtneſſe, an4not 
ſuffer every ſmall bulſineſle that comes in to 


due proportion, but neglect the greater, and take 
tne lefle, 

Beſides,doc you not ſay,when you haue great 
buſineſſe in hand, that a man muſt haue a dining 
time, and a ſleeping time, &,. Why may wee 
not ſay as well: a man muſt haue a praying rime; 
is itnotas neceflary £ You know what 7ob ſaith, 
you know the courſe that he keeprt in reading the 


word, ( for that is cleercly meaat in that place ) 
It was more precious to h:m then his appoynted foode : 
that is, he had rather omit his vſuall meales,( for 
| that he meancs by his appointed food ) then to 
| omit a conſtant courſe in performing thoſe holy 
duties, Thercfore, I ſay, it ought carcfully to 
be tooke hecde of, that wee omit itnot, except it 
be a very great ſtrait, if it be , wee may be ſhort 
init, Gop tyes vs not{o exactly you ſee therein, 
rules are not fer downe in the Scriptures, where- 


thruſt out this dutie : for here you Kcepe nor rhe | 


| in we are tycd preciſely to ſuch an houre,to ſuch 
a 


Matters concer- 
ning falyation 

| to be preferred 
i beforc outwar d 
buſinelle. 


| 


| Wee ſhould 
 allottime for 
| prayer, as well 

as {or other bu- 


ſinellc, 


—_ 


l 
4 


—____——F. 


| 
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Cautions a- 
bout ſhortnes 
of prayer in 
ſuch traits. 
I Cart707, 
Husband time 
| well two 
ways, 

r 


| for your journey. And for the performance of 


| lincfle of your calling , in things that Eclong to | 


atime, but Gov, in mercy, and in wiſedome, | 


hath left it to our libertic : onely,you ſec, this is 
the command, pray continnally, doe it excceding | 
much, at the leaſt, kcepe a conſtant conrle, in it, 
as wee heard before ,, but you may bce ſhorter 
in 1t. 

Now let theſe fine Cautions be obſcrved, | 

Firſt , take heede that this ſtraitning come 
not from your ill husbandry, thar is, from your 
ill husbanding of time, for, ifa man were care- 
full to redeeme time before, it may be, he neede 
not be putroſuch a ſtrait, as hee is at that rime, 
when he is to performe this duty : ſuppoſe you 
hauc a journey to goe, that requyres {o much | 
time, and you muſt be gone carely, you may fo 
husband the time beforc , that you may get time 


this duty, and ſo for other butineſle, as I ſaid in 
the morning , when you ſhould ſequeſter your | 
{clues to pertorme this duty of praycr,take heede 
that you be good ſtewards of your time, that 
you husband it well. 

And likev. iſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you let not that , which is 
very pretious, goe for things of ſmall moment, 
for that is ul husbandry. You ſhould redeeme 
the rime, and buy it with the lofle of ſomthing, | 


You haue time to beſtow in the waighty bu- | 


the good of man, much more ſhould you in this | 
that belongs to the worſhip of Gop : Bnd there | 
fore, if it inay be, redeeme it with ſome lofle; fo | 


you 
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you oughtto husband ir, otherwiſe you redeeme 

nottime as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 

thar ought to be obſerved, to husband and re- 
deeme the time well. 

The ſecond is, if we be ſtrained at any time, 
recompence it at aftother time: for if it be not a 
feigned excule and pretence, if you be ſtraitned, 
when you haue libertic, you will be carefull to 
ſpcad moretime in it, by that you ſhall know 
your finceritic in it, that ir 1s true, and that it 1s 
not an exculc, and a putting off. 


that you take not too much buſincſle vpon you : 
if you be ſtraitned with bulincefle, and therefore 
cannot be ſo large inthe performance of this dn- 
ty, as otherwile you would, it you did not take 
ſo much vpon you, your {clues are the cauſe of 
it, And therforc, he that takes lefle, hethat ſpends 
more time inthe things that belong to ſalvation, 
lic hath made the better choile; as Mary made a 
better choiſe then 44artha, though her imploy- 
ment were good. 

Likewiſe, as you muſt not peſter your ſelues 
| with roo much buſineſſe, fo likewiſe you muſt 
take care, that your mindes be not roo much in- 
tent vpon them, for too much intention of minde 
vpon bufineſſe,cauſcrh diſtraction in prayer, and 
cauſcth vs to poſt over the dutic, as well as too 
much buſinefle : when a mans minde ſhootes it 
ſelte too farre in buſincefſe, when it is roo much 
occupied about it, when it is too much intent, 


— --  —— 


Morcover,another Cautionto be obſerved is, | 


| when the ſoule cleaues too faſt vpon the bulines, 
and 


2. Caution, 
Recompence it 
ancther time, 


3. Caution. 


Take heedc of 
roo wwuch bu- 


ſinceſle, 


4+ Caution. 
Be not too in- 
tent vpon bu- 


ſineſle, 


| 


TT 
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5. Carttion. 

Looke to the 

__ of the 
raite. 


f caſe.7. 


About vie of 
the mcancs. 


Anfr W. 
Reaſons why 
meancs muſt 


1 be vſed, 


E Ilſe our de- 
firesare not 


good, 


and cannot looſe it {clfe rothe performance of F 
ſpirituall duties , W hich requirc freedome, 

The laſt Caution is , that the ſtrair riſe not 
from difftidence in Go », and confidence in the 
vic of the meanes; for, it falles out oft times 
when wee haue buſinefle of mement in hand, 
there is a turning , and peſting trom one creature 
to another, from the vic of One meanes to ano- 
ther, that wee cannot gettime in prayer, not ſo 
much for want of time ſimply , but becauſe wee 
minde the meanes too much, we intend them teo 
much, wee doe not truſt Gop enough with the 
buſineſſe, if we did; we might ſpendlefle time in 
them, and more in ſecking to him. So much: for 
that caſe. | 

Arother Caſe of Conſcicnce in this buſincſle 
of calling ypon G'o Þ is, whata man is to doe 
for the vie of the meanes , for when wee are bid 
to pray, and ſeeke to G © Þ, that 1s the ordinary 
queſtion ; But may wee not vic the meanes | 
oc 

To this I anſwere , Thar prayer is ſo farre 
from excluding the meanes , that it includes ! 
them;for, if the defire be fervent, when we defire 
any thing at Go » s hands ,it will make vs dili-| 
cnt inthe vic of the meanes, to vie a convenicnt| 
diligence, as4t will make you carneſt in ſceking 
toGo »,and in putting vp your requeſts to him : | 


| for, if a man ſhall pray , and bee negligent in 


the vie of the mcanes , I wiil be bold to ay it, 
it is but like the deſire of the ſluggard , that is 
a languiſhing, fainting deſire: Hce defires , but 


his 


—— 
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| 


his ſoule hath nothing ; hee deſires, but he puts 


you exprelle, when you pray, they are not fer- 
vent, they are notearneſt, it you be remiſle in 
the vie of the meanes. Hee that deſires grace, 
deſires ſtrength, againſt ſinfull Iuſts, and temp- | 
eation,and yet is remiſle in the vie of the meanes, 
by which grace ſhould be increaſed, and ſtrength 
gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruptions, and temp- 
tacions ; certainely his deſires are but vaine 
deltres. 


his hand into his boſome: the delires, which Z 


Beſides,, it is an argument that wee truſt not 
mGo>», that wee make not accomprt of our | 
prayers, except we be diligent in tne vie of the 
meanes ; therefore we are tarre from excluding 
them : tor, if you ſceketo Go», and truſt to 
your prayers, and thinke that they will prevaile | 
with him, it will worke this effect, that you 
will be carefull ro vie ſuch meanes, as Gop 
hath ordeined to bring the thing to paſſe. Even 
as, ifa man ſecke to a Phy ſitian, to ſuch a Phy- 
fitian, that hee truſts to, into whoſe hands hee 
would put his life; when this Phyſttian pre- 
ſcribes fuch a courle, ſuch a dyer, and ſuch a 
thing to be taken at ſuch a time, the more hee 


will be ro obſeruc his preſcription, and rules : 
And ſo,inthis caſe, the more you reſt on Go p, 
the more carefull you will be to vic ſuch meanes 
as hee hath appointed , when hee harh ſaid, 
theſe, and thele meancs are to be yied. In this 


L 


reſts, vpon the Phyſitian, the more carefull hee | 


caſe, I ſay, itisa figne your prayers are more| 
tol- 


2 .Reaf. 
Elfe itisa ſigne 
we truſt not 


God, 


Simile. 


_—_— 
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ed 
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| 3.Reaſ, 


[e is that wee , Pray, at any time, wee doe not pray to haue a- 
[ny thing done without meanes, but wee pray to 


pray for, 


4. Reaſ. 


Prayer not the 
onely meancs, 


Cautions a- 


bout the vic of 


the meancs, 


'to purpoſe, when you are diligent in the vic of 
'them , when you dare not fleight nor negle&t 
,them. 


that they ſhould be omitted, for,you ſee,Go » 


Againe, you muſt conſider this,that, when we 


hauc a bieſſing vpon the meanes ; and, if we pray 
for a bleſſing ypon the meanes, our minde is not 


doth all things by ſecond cauſes, he ſaues vs not 
without our ſclues, that is, he vſeth vs as inſtru- 
ments, he doth every thing by men, and by crea-! 
tures, and by meanes, and the end of our prayers 
is, notto haue them done without meanes, but to 
haue a bleſſing vpon them. Bur thatthat is chief- 
ly to be obſerved to 'cleare this point to you is 
this ; that prayer 1s not the onely meanes, it is 
bur part of the meanes to brigg any things to 

aſe. | 
: There are two things to effect a buſineſle, that 
is,prayer and meanes both:we doe not ſay pray- 
er 15 the onely meanes ; indeede, then the other 
were excluded , but fince it is but a part, and 
the other makes vp the totall meanes ot bring-: 
ing any thing to.paſſe, it doth not exclude them, 
but they may be both joyned rogether, prayer, 
and the vſe of the meanes. This is enough to 
ſhew that we may vſe meanes, we may.pray,and 
lay our hand onthe plow,we may ſeckto Go », 
and be.diligent, and as diligentas atiy body elſe. 
But now theſe three Cautions are to be obſer-* 
ved. | 


The 
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The firſt 1s,that, if we doe vie meanes, we vie 
thoſe that are right; for,. if you traſt Gov, 
and depend vpon him., you will nor ſteppe 
Out to any inordinate meanes, nor vle layws- 
full meancs in an inordinate manner : If you 
doc ſo, it is an argument that your prayers 
are of no value in your owne eſteeme, you doe 
not rcſton God; for, if youdid, you would 
not vie other. meanes ,. then hee hath appoin- 
ted... 

Secondly, though you vic the meancs, and 
pray both, yet you muſt ſo vſe the meancs, that 
your confidence be in your prayers : forit is one 
thing to vie the meancs, and it is another thing 
to haue confidence inthem. And therefore wee 
[{ay to you inthis caſe, that you muſt doe as hee 
thar vſcththe light of the Sunne; he ſo vieth the 
light, that he hath- an eye vpon the Sunne, from 
whom that lightcomes,; for, he knowes, that if 
the Sunne were ſer, rhe light would be gone. Or 
as he that takes water in a Ceſterne, or River, he 
ſo rakes it, as that hee hath an eye to the foun- 
tainc, he knowes if the fountaine were ſtopped, 
the River would be quickly dried vp: So you 
ſhould thinke with your ſclues , if I vſe any 
meanes,. any creature, any inſtrument-to bring 
things to paſle,mine cye muſt be vpon Go v:for 
all the helpe that we haue from the creature, it is 
bur as a beame to the help that comes from Gov 
himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in this 
caſe,as Phyfitians are wont to doe, they put ma- 
ny ingredicnts into athing, buritis one princi- 


—C 


| 


ed 


| pall! 


I. Caution 
Wee muſt vic 
right means, 


I 


, 
[ 


2, Cantion.' 


Not truſt the 
Mmeancss, 


Simite. 


Sinate. 


Simile.. 
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- Simile. 


| 3. Caution. 


Not to fticke 
1 to particular 
mcaacs., 


pall ingredicnr, amongſt the reſt, that he makes 
account will cure the diſcaſe : So doe, in this 
caſe, make vie, both of the prayer, and of the| 
meanes, yct you muſt know, thar prayer is the 
Principall effecter ofthe thing, and the princi- 
pall mcanes, it is that, wherein your confidence 
15to be : for, indeede,it is G © Þ that doth bring 
evcry thing to paſſe : there is no good in the 
Citty, nor no evill, but he doth it; you know he 
takes all to himſelfe. All the meanes, by which 
good, and ill is conveyed to you, they doe nor 
doc the thing, they are but the vehicula, they 
ou but the inſtruments, as the beere, and the 
wine, wherein, the phylſicke is taken , but it 
1s the phyſicke, the medicine that cures: $o 
all the meanes cannot doe it, it is the helpe, and 


| the power of Go », the efficacie, that comes 


from him, that brings things to paſſe , therc- 
fore, that muſt be remembred, vie the meanes, 
that you vie, with dependance vpon Go Þ, with 
an ceyc vpon him, that your heatts reſt not vpon 
them : tor,if they doe, it is an inordinate vie of 
them. | 
Laſtly, you muſt take heede of ſticking in any 
particular meanes, for, if you doe, it is a figne 
that you truſt not G © Þ as you ought to doe. It 
is 4 tault commonly, we pitch vpon ſuch aparti- 
| calar way,and we thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
thing. Now if G © Þ be truſted to, he hath more 
wayes to the wood then one, he hath more means 
to brjng athing to paſſe then one: And therefore 


we muſt leaue it to him, who often doth it beſt 
5 by 


 —————— 
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by another meanes, then we dreamed of, As for 
example, David had a promile of the Kingdome; 
Now, when he had the Kingdome of 1udah, yet 
you know, the Kingdome of 1ſrae! ſtood owt: for 
Iſbboſheth had the Kingdome, and Avrer was his | 
chicte Capraine: bclides,in his comming into his | 
Kingdome of 1adah,we (ce how G o v wrought | 
the buſines, withour his device, by a meancs,that | 
he never thought of, in that battaile, when Saul | 
was killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
io much way made for him, when himſelfe vicd 
no meanes to bring itto patle. Afterward wheht | 
the Kingdomeot 77a! was kept from him, and | 
he had only 1:dah,we tec, Gop cauſed a diviſion 
between 4ſbboſhe:h, and Abner his chiete Captain; 
vpon that comes Aber, and oftcrs tro David the | 
whole Kingdome, bur yet he was bui a reconci- 
led enemic; and what 4vzcer might haue done, 
he knew not. Therefore, Gop by his providence, | 
though 1oab finned in it, cauſed Abrer to be ta-. 
ken away by ſoab , when this was done, yet 1jh- 
boſheth was aliue {till ; then were there two men 
ſet by the providence of Go »y, though it were 
a great finne inthem)to take away his head, and 
ſo the Kingdome. came wholly to David; for, 
there were but two ſonnes, Mephibofherh, that 
was lame of his fcct,and Jſhboſbeth,that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, vnable to mannage 
ſo great,and weighty a buſinefle to purpoſe: So. 
Gop brought the bulines to paſſe by a way, that 
David thought not of. Therefore, though wee 
may vie meanes, yet, after the vic of them, we 
H muſt 


—— OO" 9m _ 
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| muſt depend pon Go », andleaueit to Go Þ 
to take one meanes,or other, We muſt doe inthis 
\ ceſe,as we doc when we goe to a'man, that 1s ve- 
' ry $kilfull to doe a worke for vs: If we goe to a 
| Carpenter, and tell him we haue ſuch a thing to 
' be done; or,if we goeto thoſe that we call Agua- 
| 1/017, that bring water from place to place,we tell| 
Wee are m4©| him, this is our defire, but how he will, yorke, | 
wen then God,| and Which way he will bring itto paſſe, we know 
not,and yet we truſt ſuch a one: tor, we ſay, he 
is an honeſt man of his word, and if hee haue 
vndertaken it, ir isenough. Why will you not 
truſt G o », that gocs ſo much beyond vs,that 
hath an infinite witedome, and an infinite po- 
wer? And therefore we ſhould ſo vie the meanes, 
that withall we keepe our dependahce vpon him, 
that we Icaue it to him,to vie this, or that means, 
as it pleaſcth him. For ſ-metimes, it may be, he 
lwty Gog | Fakes away that which we are about, ſometimes 
workes not by | he Ieaues vs partly deſtitute, and finds a way of 
our means, | his owne, that we might truſt to him, and confi- 
der his power, and his wiſedome, what he is able 
to doc. So much likewiſe ſhall ſerue for this 
Caſe. - 
Caſe. 8, Another Caſe is, what it is to pray in faith e 
About praying | Y ou know that is required. Now there is a com- 
in faith, when. | on Crrour in this point: for a man may ſay, if 
a man wantsa, = bp 
particular pro-| I pray for the ſalvation of anothcr , I haue no 
wiſe, that the Hromiſe, how can I pray in faith? when a man 
thing which he th. os 
asketh ſhallbe PTAyeEs to be guided in ſuch a buſineſle, to haue 
granted. | ſuch an enterpriſe to be brought to paſſe, to 


S1mte. 


haue deliverance from ſuch atrouble,ſuch a fick- 
neſle 


_ 


» \ 


— 
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| neſle, from ſuch a calamitie, that he lyes vnder, 
he findes no particular promiſe, and, for ought 
he knowes, it ſhall never be granted : How can 


hee be ſaid to pray in faith « for to pray in 


faith, is to belecue, that the thing ſhall bee 
done, 

. I anſwer, that to pray in faith, is to goe as farre 
as the promiſe goes. Now no particular man 


; hath any particular promiſe, that hee ſhall naue 
{uch a deliverance, that he ſhall haue ſuch a par- 
ticular mercy granted himzand therefore it is not 
required to b<lecue that that particular thing 
thould be done, 

Bit you will ſay, whar faith is it then that 1s 
required 2 ; 

I fay, it is enough to belecue that Go Þ 1s a 
farher, that hee is ready to heare, and not one- 
ly that hee is ready to heare, bur that hee is rec- 
dy to doe that which is beſt for mee, in ſuch a 
particular : for both are required, that you be- 
leeue him to bee well affected towards you, as 


miſe is the obic& of faith , and the habit 1s 


a father, as one that renders your good, and 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in that 
particular, that ſhall be moſt for his owne glo- 
ry, andfof yourgeod: and, if you doe {o, you 
pray in faith ; though, for the particular, you 
know not, whether it ſhall be granted, or no. In- 
deed, if we had a particular promiſe, as E//as had 
that it ſhould not raine, &c. in that caſe, we were 
bound to belecue in particular, but not having 


i 


EF v 


Obieekt. 
What faith is 
required in 
praycre - 


Anſw. 


Wee are not 
bound to be- 
leeve, that the 
particularthing 
ſhall be gran- 
ted which wee 


pray for, ; W 


that, wee are not tyed vato it : for the pro- 


on 


H 2 


mn 


” wr Cans 7 
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[ed 


F inotto worke beyond the objet, for the object 
is the rule, and the limit of the habit; therefore 
you may pray in faith, when yet you hane no 
ground to bclicue, and to thinke, that that par- 
ticular thing ſhould be granted. For example, if! 
a father pray, that his ſonne may haue grace 
| Wrought 1n his heatrt,that his ſoule may be ſaved, 
it may bethe L o « v will never doe it; or,it one 
friend pray for another to the ſame purpoſe, 
though the thing be not done, yetthe prayer re- 
| turncs tnto his boſome, hee is no looſer by it, 
there 15 a reward belongs to him,, for ſeeking to 
| Go v in fincerity, it 15 his duty, that he ſhould 
| doeſo. The like I may ſay for every particular 
caſe. Andrhis incouragement you may hauc, 
| that there 1s never any particular prayer put vp, 
is pryets wherein you tecke things, thar are not granted, 
be not granted | but youu nuſtake 11 it: for, if you belicue thus 
wemiltake 12 farre, as 3 fatdto you, be ſure, thar your prayers 
are accepted, G o vb will doe that, which is beſt 

tor you, and your praycrs ſhall not be loſt. So 

| much alto for that, | | 

Caſe.g., | Thelaſtcaſe 1s, how ſhall a man know whe- 
Abouta mans | ther his prayer be heard, or not ? 


knowledge | d . * DE ; 

that his prayer For an{wereto this we will giue you this one 
is heard, ' rule, (and thar 1s as tarre as wee can goc ) that 
Anſw. tholc prayers thatare made by the afliſtance of 


.G © v s holy ſpirit,it iscertaine, they are alwaies 


| 


, heard, It you findertiat at any time, you neede 
| make ho queſtion, but that G © Þ heares it, and 
will doethething, obſerving the Cautions, that 
we hauc given you heretofore, that is, for the 


| meanes, | 


>" ww 
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meanes, the manner, the time, and the meaſure: | 
for it cannot be, þut that when the hearrt is inlar- 
ped by G o Þ s owne ſpirit , that the praycr 1s 
| an expreſſion of holy. defires,the Lo n Þ alwayes 
| heares:thar place is clcerc for it, Rom. 8.27. that 
| be knowes the mcaning of the ſpir[t, thiatis, hee ſo 
| knowes it, that hee hearkenethto ir, that he al- 
waygs accepts of it; an4 therefore, when you 
come in ſuch a caſe, at any time, that your hearts 
arc inlarged ina fpeciall manner : Marke, I lay, | 

when your hearts are inlarged ina ſpeciall man-' 

ner, and that, with holy deſires, certainely, then | "ow = 
Gov meanes to grant our requeſts:he woula not | prayers, and 
icnd his ſpirictc be an intercctiour in your hearts, | Vhen not. 

if hedid not m<-ancto docit: for, in thar'caſe, | 

hee withlfolds his ſpirit, hee giues vs not that | 


- 


Rom,s.27. 


— 


. SR 
inJargementof heart: onely this diſtin&tion muſt 


be carefully remembred ; you may beſomeiime | yore. 
very carneſt,(the Parent may be very earneſt for | 
his childe,as David was for his; And «Moſes.for | 
ought weſce, was carneſt to haue gone into the. 
land of Canaan, they were things that they defi- | 
rcd)and yet that may be an expreſſion of narurall | 
dcf1res, | | 

Inthat caſe, a man may be very carneſt, and | Vharkinde off, 
yer he cannot build yponit, to ſay, my heartis Len 
much inlaxged in praycr, and therefore I ſhall be | that our pray: 
heard ; bur take inthis, when the heart is 'inlar- | _— _ 
; ged with holy defircs, and that in a ſpeciall man- | 
ner,ſomewhar more theggprdinary, as that, you | 
ſce,it is the worke he ick of GoD,quicknin 
your heart, opcning it wide, hrengdticning all 
| H 3 inlargeing 
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inlargeing it, and ſharpening grace, and holi- 

nefle in you, in thoſe requeſts you put vp to 
' Gov, inthis caſe, build vpon it, your prayers 
| | are heard from that ground wee haue given you, 
| hc knowes the meaning of the Spirit, So much ſhall 
| | lexuc for thoſe Cafes of Conſcience in this ſpi- 
| rituall duty of calling vpon Go Þ». 


— 


| Qualitications, Now the lait thing wee propounded was this: 
required cnchar W har the qualification is that is required in our 
| praicrthat ſhal | Praycrs : for now. we haue ſaid ſo much of pray- 
| veaccepred. | or it iS a neceſlary thing, that wee know what 
conditions arc required, that it may be accep- 
table. | 
1 Cozd1tion| Andthe firſt (we will commend to you, that 
Tharthe per. | which 1s the ground and firſt in order before all 
onbe right» | the reſt )is, that the perſon be right. The prayer of 
lames 5.16, | tHe rightcons prevailes much, Tames.5 .16. . 
| Thegroundotitisrhis; a man muſt firſt haue 
Becauſe a man | Chriſt,bcfore he can haue any thing elſe, he hath 
muſt have | g/ven vs all things clſo with Chriſt , 1f we haue all 
| _G things clic,it we haue not him, 4tis nothing : All 
thing elſe. | the prom:ſes, you know, are Tea, and Amen, but 
Itis 13/171, {o that we muſt firſt haue him. And 
| bettdes, the generall Covenant muſt goe before 
The generall *| the particular: tor the ground of all prayer is this 
Covenant is | Or that particular promiſe, but you mult firſt be 
before chePat* within tac Covenant,you muſt firſt have the ge- 
nerall Covenant belonging to you, before you 
| can have the particular branches of it;8& therforc 
Be | a man-muſt be within the Covenant, his perſon 
; muſt be firſt righteous, and be accepted;8& there- | 
| | fore let none-.deceive themſelves in this cafe, to 


thinke 


——CCC———_— I... 


—— 
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.thinke thus with himſelfe, he hopes his hearr is 
ſinccre, and his prayer is right, and his ends arc 
good:forthough all this were true, yer ifhis per- 
{on be not right, G o » regards it not. You know 
the blood of a ſheep, & the blood of a ſwine,they 
are both alike; it may be, the blood of the ſwine 
is better then the other, yet the blood of rhe 
{ſwine was not to be offered, becaulc it was the 
blood of a ſwine.So in this caſe, the prayer of an 
vnregenerate man may be as well framed, tor rhe 
petitions, for every thing that is required imme- 
diatcly to a prayer;but the heart, from whence 1t 
j comes,the perſon,trom whence it proceedes, that 
is it that makes the difference, and therefore that 
muſt be obſerved: ſcethe perfon be right. And 
therefore you ſhall finde Pſal, 4.3 . David makes 
that the ground, why his praiers ſhould be heard; 
ſaith hee, he yee ſure that God hath choſen for him- 
| ſelfe the godly man: And when 7 call vpon him, 1 
ſhall be beard : for that is the ground that hee | 
takes to himſelfe, that hee ſhall be heard, that 
Gov hath choſcnto himſelfe rhe godly man. As 
if he ſhould ſay, I am of the number; and there- 


An vnregene- 
rate man may 
framea prayer 
as well asa 4 
ly man, 


Plal4. 3, 


fore you that are my enemies, and thinke to pre- 
vaile againſt me,[I feare you nor; for I pray to a | 
Go » thatwill defend mee, Iam a godly man, | 
and vpon that ground I beleeve that my prayer 
is heard: Beloved, otherwiſc,though we pray, 


_— Ee nn 
_— —_— 


Our finnes 
outcry Our 


and pray hard, yet our ſinnes cry lowder then 
our prayers, they cry downe our prayers, they 
make a greater noiſe then rhey,that rhe noiſe that 


prayers till our: | 


perſons beright 


{our ſinnes make is like the noiſe of a Thunder, 
| H 4 when 


I 


—_——c 


— 


- — 
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WD \ when the noiſe of our prayers is but like the 
Simile. || crackling of thornes, that it cannor be heard for 
the noyle that finne makes in the eares of the 
Lox »v. Thus iris, inthis caſc, when wee come 
before G & Þ in 9ur ſfinnes, when a man comes 
} into his preſer:ce 1n his vnregencracie, _ 
2 © Butrhisis notall, butlikewite, a manthar is 
Remoue parti* | within the Covenant, may haue a particular ftn, | 
cular 8a2G3- | | (os you heard heretofore) that may intercept his 
| prayers, and that may hinder the blefling : ſo 
| that, thar ſinne muſt be removed, before his pra- | 

— | yers can be hcard.' Ir is true, the ſonne abades in 

| rhe horſe fer ever, but yerthe ſonne may commit 

ſuch an ot#nce, that his father may vic him as a 

| ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, ard retule 

them, when hce comes to ſecke any thing at his 

| hands. And rherefore,there muft be a particular 

| 1EConciliation, a particular repentance, thar ſinne 

| muſt be removed, ,and done away, that ſtands in 

Why thetaines | NE Way» And theretorc, this method the Saints 
begin their have kept in calling vpon Gop: Scein Damel, 
4: 0G | and Ezr4, all ot them, for the moſt part, when, 
"* | they makeany compleat prayer,we lee, ſtill they;| 

| begin with humiliauon,and confeſſion of ſinnes.! 
' Andtherealonofitis, that their perſons might| 
| becleare, and innocent, rhat thoſe finnes might 
be removed, which would ſtand in their way | 
{ 


— 


104 


0 . » . ww . . 7 
, and likewile,that is aground of that inthe 1 77m. 


EOS. oh 1.8. {airhthe Apoſtle there, I will, that Prayers be | 
made in all places, that you l:ft vp pure hands without 


* 
a ——_— 
% 
-— — 


wrath and doubting : The-meaning' is this, not 
oncly, that a man. be within the Covenant, but 
that! 


: 


{ 


 _ 
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that he be clenſed from all particular lines; that 


Go »v,if there be any particular fin hang on'thee; 
thar muſt be removed by renewing thy repen- 
tance; and belides thar,, {ce what the:Scripture 
takes notice of, when a-man comes to pray; his 
heart muſt be cleanſed. from pride,(tor God reſsſts 
the proud ) his heart muſt be brought to an hum- 
ble diſpoſition;hkewile it muſt be cleanſed from 


this is oft required: Marth. ys . Leane thine offerite, 


and goe and make peacewith thy brother. Sv likewile 
trom vnthanktulnefle ; -our prayers are not. ac- 


from all {infull luſts, and cosrupt aftections, that 
they have nor dominion in our hearts ; but thar 


that 1s the firſt raing that 1s required, thar the 
within rhe Covenant, but likewiſethat thoſe par- 
diment to his praycrs, 


, 


pure hands without wrath and doubting. Y ou know 
that 1n James; Let him aske of God, let him aske in 


doe. no good. . 


wrath, hee mult fr vp pure hands.w. thoxt wrath, | 


cepred,excepr we berhanktull for mercies recel- 
ved. Thelike wee may fay of every particular | 


mightcleaue to him; and :hang'vpon hum. As, | 
far exampleywhenthoul wouldeſt be acceptedof | — 


When we pray 
we muft clenſe 
our hearts. 

I 
From pride. 


| 


cale ; we mult be carefull to cleanie our {clues 


we lift vp pure hearts, and tnnocent hands , and. 


75 
—_ 


From wrath. 


Mat $.2 3924, © 


From vnthank- 
fulneſle. 


— 


ticular finnes be removed, that may be an impe-./ 


faith, and waver not.Sorhar,though prayer bethe | 
key tro open Go d s treaſures, yer faith is the; 
hand that turnes the key, withour whichr it will || 


Now | 


perſon he right; that 15, not onely that he be. 


| 


The fecond thing required 1s faith ; fff wp | 2. Requiſiteor 


condition 1s 
' faith, 
lames 1.56, 


Simile. 


—————————— a a is 


”0—— 


a OO > oe 


2 


| 
| Why 
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; requ 


| 


F praycrs. 


I 


=y 
= 


TIames.T.6, 


Arwofold faith 


equired in our 


« Le:l”” Now the L ox v requires faith;partly,for his 
equirerh faith' ane ſake, he ſhould hototherwite be acknow- 
nfl er, 


ledged, if you didnottruſt him, whenyoucome 


'to {eeke him, if you did not reſt vypon him. Be- 


nour him,when.we diſtruſt him, when we come, 
and ſceke to him,and doe not reſt vpon him, we 
diſhonour him. | | 
Refides, in regard of vs he requires faith, and 
will not heare vs without it ; becauſe, as it is 
lames.1.6.inthe ſame place, where faith is requi- 
red, thereis good reafon why it is required, for, 
faith the Apoſtle there, he thar belecves not, or he 
that wavers, hee is like a wave of the Sea: that is, 
ſometimes in his prayer he1is very carneſt, as a 
wave that {wells high ; ſometimes againe he will 
be nothing at all;yea,faith the Apoſtle, he is not 
onely vncven m the bufineſle of prayer, fome- 
times earneſt and forward,and ſometimes giving 
over againe, off and on, but ſucha man is vn- 
ſtable in all his wayes; for he thattruſts.in G o », 
will be carefull, nor onely in prayer, but to keepe 
all his wayes right, bur hee that truſts him not, 
wavers in every thing : he 1s(itmay be) diligent 
in prayer, he will looke to his wayes for a time, 
bur he reſts not vpon Go Þd, he reſts vpon other 
things, Hes hike awave, he is not conſtant; and 
therefore faith is requized. Now, when I fa 
faith is required, know this,that there is a double 


The oncis a faith inthe providence of G o--2, 


the other is a faithin his promiſe. Firſt, 


ſides, he ſhould looſc his glory ; for inthis-wee } 
glorific him, when we truſt him, and we diſho- 


þ 


faith required in theprovideneeotGoes.. praire 


| 


the providence, heacknowledgeth his power, Ml 


| 
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it. Weſce it cleerel 7, Pſal.146. Bleſſed is he that 
truſts in the God of Iacob,cyc. who made heaven, ana 
earth, and the Sea,who keepes Covenant,ana mercy for 


dence,hemade heaven and earth,the ſea;he is fucha 
Go », whois ableto bring great things to pafle; 
for-he made heaven and earth : and is he notable 
to doeany-thing/betides< : | 

Secondly; there muſt bea faith in the promi- 


ever, youlce faith there required in the provi- | 


ſes, asis expreſſed in the other words, he keeperh 
Covenant for ever, Yo likewiſe,to expreſle the de- 
tet of it: You lee when Martha and- Hayy came ! 
to. Chriftto raiſe Lazarus, they beleeved he*was | 
ready enough to doc it, ( there was. faith in his 
willingnefle).burtrhey wanted faith inhis proyi- 
dence; tor cAartha comes to him, andtells him, 
Lo & o, ſaith ſhe, he hath beene in the grane foures 
dyes, as it the had ſaid, ſurely now 1t cannorbe 
done, ifthou hadft come ſooner, it might haue 
beene brought to'paſlc: ſo ſhe beleeved himrto be. 
willing;butthere wanred faith inthe providence, 
Againe, as here faith .in the providence was 
wanting, fo we ſee, inthe Leper, there was faith 
in the providence,(it may. be, the other was wan- 
ting, but that is not expreſſed, it i5 more proba- 
ble he had both ) L o x », sf thou wilt, -thoy canſt 


make me whole. Here was an evidence of faith in 


thou wilt, thou 'canſt make me whole, but becauſe 
Cx x1 s r didanſwere him, it is likely he had 


faith} 


Firſt, I ſay,faich in the providence, which 1s a I 
thing of much moment,” and we are apt toforget, Faith : 


promiſes. 


Pal. 146. 5,6, 


2 


Faith in the 


promiſes. 


n Gcos 


—— 


—_—. 


——_ —_y , — 


ad _— _— _— ——— 


We doubt of 
Gods willing- 
nes more then 
' of his powerto 
grant Our re- 

| quelts, 


How faith may 
be ſtrenothned 
in prayCre 


-. tributes, 


: Which are of 


| two forts, 


hAbſolutc. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
+ Ou I TOO I OOO TO 


From Gods At- 
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faith in the promutc too, ſo, I ſay,there muſt be 
a faith, firſt, uthe providence z ſecondly, there 
mult be a taith allo inthe promiſe of G © vy: you 
| hauc ground enough for that, you haue his ſure 
' word torit; he hath ſaid, aske and yee ſhall hane, 
 ſcexg and yee ſnall-fnde , knocke and it ſhall be opened\ 
| 10 you; and whatſvever you aske, if it be according 
18 his will,zt ſhall be done to you. $9 that is the thing 
| We are cluefly ro looke vnto, to conſider this 
' faith 1n Gods promiſe; far menare ready today, 
\ I doubt nor but Go41s able,--butall the queſtion 
{1S, Whether he be willing or no. And thereforc, 
it wee will hauc our praycis ſtrung, and preva- 
|lent, we muſt be caretall to ſtrengthen our taith 


cts doe more prevaile with God. Ir isa matter of 
much moment,and therefore we will ſhew brict- 


' wile how you may know it. 


coniiucr the nature of God. Beloved, this is a 
| great cauſe why wee beleeve nor the promiſe ot 
| God, and his readinefle to helpe vs in difficulr Ca- 
; ſes, becauſe wee are 1gnorant of the nature of 

God, of the Attributes of God, or at leaſt, we doe 
{not coniider them. For example, (that I may 0- 
|penitto.youa little, and ſhew you the way of 
making vic ot the Attributes of God, in calling 
vpon lum, & ſtrengthening our faith trom them) 
conlider,tirſt,the 1u/tice of God, (1 will gue you 
examp[Es, how the Saints have #til} ſtrengthened 
their taith from Gods Attribuygs)Devid vieth this 


< 


in his promile: for,as that is ſtrong, ſo our pray-| 


ly how your faith may be ſtrengthened, and like-| 


Firſt, you ſhall ſtrengthen your faith, if you| 


— — —  —  —— — ————— 


| Argument 


| 


— — 
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Argument, Lord, thou art Iuſt, I am Tnnocent;when | *- Inftice, 
he telleth Go Þ of his Iuſtice,and withall expre(- 
'ſerh his owne innocencic, it is a ſtrong Argu- 
;ment, David,you ſee, victh it oft, (I neede not to 
{name particulars )Lord reward me according to mine 
i [anocency, &c. thou knoweſt 1am righteous, and 
| mine enemies haue done me thus, and thus much 
| wrong.and thou artjuſt: Go Þ cannot deny this; 
[for itisa ſtrong Argument, that is taken from 
ſuch an attribute. 

So againe, the goodneſſe of G © ov; Lord thoy art | ,, Mercy. 
full of mercie; onthe other fide, I am frll of mi- | 
ſerie: and when theſe are put together, it is a 
grcat meanes to ſtrengthen our fairh. And there- 
tore, we ſee, David often exprefleth his owne ca- | 
lamirie, his diſcaſe, how he was oppreſſed by e-| ; 
nemies, and flandered, &c. aud G © Þ s mercy, | : 
thar is the ground of it, G © Þ 1s fill of compaſſion, | 
as ifhe ſhould ſay, thou artfull of goodnefle, and ; 

[ am in.calamntie, and miſerie, atthis time: and 
that was an Argument whereby hee ſtrengrhenicd ' 
his faith. | 

Soagaine, another Attribute of Go Þ is, his '3.Glory. - 
glory;,when we make an Argument thus, Lo x Þ, 
thou haſt an eyerto thy glorie, and I aime atthy | 
glory: In fuch arequcſt,ir isa ſtrong prevailing 
Argument with him. You know, Aoſes prevai- | 
led with him, when he ſought the faving of the | 
whole people of [ſrae/, L © x b, faith he, thy name 
will be polluted what will the Heathen ſay ? and ſince | 
I aime at thy glory in it, deny me not. And like- 
| wiſe Ezekias, and David, they vic the ſame Ar-| 

| gument 


1 "I kd — 


al. BK 


—_— 


——_— — _— 
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2 Cron.10.12 


$.Vnchangea- 
dlenefic, 


| 


2 Chron.14,11 


cumcnt to God, ſhall the duſt praiſe thee? ſhall any 
'glory be given to thee inthe graue? ſhall we be 
ablc to doe any thing for thy honour, when we 
are dead 2 Sothatthe Arguments that are taken 
trom Gods glory, and our aime at his glory, is 

another meancs to ſtrengrhen our faith. 


[ 


| Moreover, the power of God, that 1s another 
' Attribute, whereby, wc may conceiue the tame 
; Argument, as betore, when we goe to God, and 
, expreſſe our weaknefile, and his power, Lord, we 
are weake,wearc able to doc nothing; Lor,thou 
art almighty, thou madeſt heaven aad carth,it is 
a ſtrong Argument to prevaile with him. So,we 
ſee, Afa prevailed with God, 2 Chron.14.0h Lord, 
ſaith he, 2t 7s all one w:th thee to helpe with many 
or few,and wereſt vponthee: as if he ſhould ſay, 
weare cxcecding tew, we are exceeding Weake, 
we are ableto doe nothing, bur thou art able to 
doe it, with a few, as wellas with a great multt- 
rude,there he you them together. And the like 
we haue of /choſaphat, Lord, wee haue no flrength to 
ſtand before our enemies, but our eyes areto thee, As 
it he ſhould ſay, thou haſt ſtrength and power e- 
nough,thou art able to doe it, though we are vn- 
able. This is another Argument taken from the 
power of God, : 

Againe, the vnchangeableneſſe of God, When 
one comes to the Lord, and hall iay to him, 
Lord, thou haſt done thus and thus in former 
times for thy {ervants; Zord,thou haſt done thus 
and thus tor me, inanother caſe;and thou art vn- 
changeable,thou art the ſame Goa: thus 1s a great 
meEancs 
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meanes to ſtrengthen our faith: as you know, 
iris in your Law-ſuits, when you haue a preft- 
dent, it addes ſtrength to the cauſe,and when we 
haue preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
vs, and that ſtrength is taken from Godsynchan- 
geableneile: if we put them together, E£&9Y, rhou 
art vnchangeable, Zord,thou haſt done it to other. 
men, inthe like caſe, thou haſt done it to me alſo 
in the like caſe; iris a ſtrong Argument, and an 
Argument that David vſeth: You ſee how he is 
ſtayed by it, Pſal.22.4. Lord,onur fathers truſted in 


thee,and were delivered, they truſted in thee, and were 
not confounded. As if he ſhould ſay,Lord,thou art 
vnchangeable, thou heardeſt them in the ſame 
ca{c,when they truſted in thee;now,itis my caſe, 
and therefore I beſcech thee to helpe me in my 
diſtreſlc. 

Againe the fa:rhfulneſſe of God, the fidelity of 
God, that 1s another of his Attributes : and when 
we make our Argument thus, Zora, thou art 
fairhtull,: and Ltruſt in thee, it is a ſtrong Argu- 


much with men. A man is ready to ay, he truſts 
mee, I muſt not decejue him: Now the Zord 
keepes Covenant, and mercic for ever. When 
wee come, and vie this to him, Zord, thou art 
faithfull, thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt keepe Cove- 
nant, and mercy tor ever, thou canſt notdoe 0- 
therwiſe,itis thy nature, thou canſt not deny thy | 
[ſelfe,and I reſt on thee,I depend on thee, in ſuch 
a caſ(c,it cannotbe,that the Lord ſhould faile' vs ; 
If a man will not faile one that truſts in him, 

certainly 


ment,you know.,it is an Argument that prevailes | 


Simile. 


Plal.22,44 


6.F aithfulncſſe 
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1. Relatinc, 


Arguments in 
prayer ſtreng- 
as our faith, 


icertaincly the Lo « Þ will not, and that is an Ar- 


| a 244/3Likis a ſtrong argument,that is takenfrom 


em 


gument that is vicd oft, thou never faileſt them | 
chat truſt thee, | 
Then, beſides theabſolute attributes of God, 


= 


conſider his relative attributes;he 1s a Father, and 


thele. I£ we goe tothe Lo x d,and ſay, Lox v, 
thon art a Fathcr, thouarta Maſter, thouarta 
Husband ; whither thould the children goe, but 
to their tather 2 whither ſhould the wife goe,bur 


to her husband? whither ſhould the ſervant goe, 
| bur to thetr Maſter, to their Lord? Lo x »,thou 
haſt commanded vs to provide tot our owne,and 
'heis worſe then an Tfidel that provides not for his 
owne,. LoR p,webclong to thee, we arcethine. 
We lee, David victh this Argument, that G © 
hath made him.Y ou hauc it oft in the Pialms,thar 
G © Þp hath made him, not onely his Creature, 
but had made him againe, hce was his Servant, 
' [arn thy Servant, he oft victh this Relariue, that 
{Go was his Go », and thathee was Go v s$ 
| fervant, one thatdid belong to him, and that 
; did depend vpon him. And ſurely (my Beloved) 
dependance , and ſceking to God , is a great 
meanes to winne him to vs. When wee ſce an 
other depend vpon vs, one that is ours,that 1s an 
cffcctuall motiue with men: the fame is as preva- 
lent with God ; and therefore may ſtrengthen 
our faith. Now, when ſay theſe Arguments! 
prevaile with God, the meaning is indeed, that 
they prevaile with vs, they ſtrengthen our faith, 
they enable vs to belecue, that God 1s ready to 

helpe 


| 


——_— _ 


—_ 
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helpe vs, and when we belecve it, and truſt vp- 
on him, then indecde Go » is rcadie to ſecond 
it; becauſe then we arc prepared, we can then 
put vpour defircs in the prayer of faith: other- 
wiſe they are put vp with doubting, and that 
makes them vnacceptable to G o Þ, and vnefte- 
ctuall. And now,as I have ſhewed you the way, | How wee may 
ſo likewiſe in a word, we will ſhew you when we | #29 that vve 
C a a Wor »WC a ; M4 pray in faith, 
doe pray in faith, (forthat is athing that is very 
vicfullyyou ſhall know itby this:(for 1 adde thar, | 
becauſe I ſee the Scripture requires it , as ſucha 
maine cendition, without which a man cannot 
be acceptcJ, be it done to thee according to thy faith, 
ir is every where inculcated ) you ſhall know it — 2 
by the quictneſſe of your minde, and your fecu- | ot oy. 
rity. When a man calls vpon Go », and his minde after, 
minde is quiet in it, it is a ſigne that he beleeves, 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah | \ 
you know,in that caſe,ſhe looked no more ſad,- be- | 
cauſe ſhee truſted in Go v, ſhee belecved the | 
thing ſhould be done : and thereforc,if you tinde | 
ſol citude and perplexity in your mindes, it is a | 


 ſigne that your prayers want ſo much fauh; for | 


if you did reſt vpon Go », you would be quiet, 
and ſ{ccure in him. | | 
Secondly, if you doe beleeve, you will conti- | 2 

nue in prayer. You know,it was an argument of | By continu- 

the faith of the woman of Canaas, that ſhe conri- | 12 Payer: 

nued that ſhe would take no deniall ; though the 

Lo x v denied her, and pur her off, yet ſhe held 

out: and what was the reaſon of it £ becauſe ſhe 

belceved that he was the ſonne of David, that he 
I was 


| 


| 


Oy #— 
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bl 
Diligence in 
the vic of the 
meancs; 


— — — 


was mercifull, and that he would heare in the 
end. So that continuance in prayer,it 15 an argu- 
ment we dee beleevethe Lo mk v. As a manthar 
beleeves, thar ſuch a man is within the houſe 
whom he deſires to ſpeake with, he is content to 
waitlong.Or one,that hath a ſuit,and he knowes 
raat he ſhall haue an cnd of it, at this time, hee | 
will nevergiuc over: Soitis inthis caſe, if we 
beleeve, we will be content to waite, hs that be- 
leeves will not make haſte, becauſe hee truſts -in 
G © y, and depends vpon him. 

Likewiſe,an argument of faith is a diligent vie 
of thoſe mcanes that G © » hath preſcribed, and 
no other, And ſo we haue ſhewed you two things 
that are required in prayer: Thar the perſon muſt 
be righteous,and within the Covenant: Second- 

ly, faith is required, and likewiſe how this 
taith is wrought, both in his providence, 
and in his promiſes , and likewiſe 
how we ſhall know, whether 
our prayers be rhe pray- 
ers of faith,or no, 


FINIS. 
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1 THESS.5. 17. 


| Pray continually. 


 ea@f@aaed H = next condition required mn 
| f lap Prayer is fervencre; you know the 
| 3/1 Be place, the prayer of the righteous 
i 29 - prevailes much, fit be fervent. The 
Wh Lo x » requires. this qualificati- 
on 1n paryer, becauſe it puts the heart into a 
- | holy, and ſpirituall diſpoſition : for it is not 
ſ1mply the making of the requeſt, that Go » 
lookes for at our hands, bur ſuch a working 


— 


3-Condition 
required in 
prayer is fer- 
vency. 

Tames 5, 16, 


What God re- 


quiresin praicr 


vpon our hearts by prayer, ſuch a bringing of 
them to a good frame of grace, by that duty,thar 


thereby we are more fitted to receive the mercy, | 
I 2 that 
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Why God rc- | faw inhim. And therefore hee will have prayer! 
quixes fervency | feryent; not ſo much becauſe the very tervency | 


that before we were not. When a man is fervent| 
in prayer, it ſets all the whceles of the ſoulethe 
right way,it Þ its the heart into a holy, and ſpiri- 
ruall diſpoſition andremper ; ſo that the Lo i » 
{ces it now fit to beſtow mercy vpon ſuch a man, 
' that before was vnfit, by reaſon of his vnto- 
; wardaeiſe, and ſtubbornefle of heart, by reaſon 
; of that vncleane and vnholy diſpoſition, that he 


—_w_— 


| of prayer it ſelfe is reſpedted,but becauſe by ver- 
| rue of that fervencie the heart is made better : 
| whena man comes to Go Þ with a requeſt, like 
the requeſt of the patient tothe phyſitian, it may 
| berhe phyſlitian denies long, when the patient 
| aSkes things thar are pleaſant, and agreeable to 
| him ; not becauſe he is vawilling to gue them, 
| but becauſe his body muſt be brought into ano- 
| ther temper, he muſt rake a vomit, or a purge,that 
| p<rhaps is grievous to him, bur this muſt be done 
| before he be fir to recciue ſuch cordialls: ſo the 
\LoxÞb doth with his ſervants, though he be| 
willing to bcſtow ſuch mercies on them, yer,be- 
cautc they are not fitted, he requires continuance 
in prayer, and fervencie in it. Therefore,we [as 
in prayerall the graces of Go » s ſpirit are ſet 


| on worke, and the more fervent the prayer is, 
| the more they are intended, the more they are 
acted, the more they are increaſed, and therefore 
the Lox » is moved by this fervency, to be- 
| ſtow a mercie on vs,that otherwiſe he would not 
| doe. 


Bur 
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B-it now all the queſtion is What this ferven- 
clie1S? 

You ſhall find it vſually expreſſed in the Scrip- 
tures by ſuch metaphors as theſe, cry/ng to the 
Loy !,wreftl ag with the Lord, flriving with him,and 
g:v.ng him no r:f, wherein theſe two things are 
to be marked. | | 

Firſt,a man is ſ2id then to be fervent, when he 
 purs all his ſtrength to prayer, when hee 1s very 
carneſt,and importunate with the L o x », when 
hee ſtriues, and contends with him, though he 


C _—— 4 . . 
finde many diftculties, and impediments, yet he 


break s hrough all, this isto be fervent in pray- 

er,t> be importun tc w:th the Lox v. For cxam- 

pl-, whe1a mm com?s to pray, and findes many 

dilcouragemeats, 'and findcs himſelte guilty of 
maiy {1n1es, and find-s little holinefle, he hath 
bar fceblz faith ro his owne ſenſe, he findes much 
 deadnefle of ſpiri-, yer he continues inſtant not- 

withita1l1inz; and wan likewiſe hee doth not 
on-ly tinde cheſe impediments in himſelte, bur 

he find.s the Lo & »v exceeding backward to the 
thing,cithcr giving no an{iyore, turning the deafe 

earcto hi.n, or itinty be, g11inga contriry an- 

{wer.as tothe woman of Canaan. 

As for example, when a min comes to pray for 
health, it may be iis ſicknes incrceaſerh vpon him 
more, when h2 prayss to overcome l::ch a luſt or 
temptation, it may be, it is doubled vpon himz 
wacn hee prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 


be, the oppreſſion growes more and more, as it 
{ Was with the 1ſras/ries, whenthey {ought for de- 
| | 32 liverance 


PR eee etted 


I” 
— 


| 


| 


3} 


Oueſt 
A 2ſw. 


When 2 man 
is faid tobe 


ferycnt, 


= 
When wee put 
to all our 
ſtrength not- 
withitanding 
d:Ficullkucs. 


Mat.15, X 


| 


} 
' 


. 
7 
. 


2 


When we are 
conltant, 


Cautzons a- 


out ferycncy, 


I 


Thar it be a 
fruit of faith, 


Simile. 
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[liverance , the opprefion grew greater : now 
to holde out g notwithſtanding this, and to 
continue in prayer, and to ontiwraſtle Go » in it, 
though hc ſeeme backward to the r2 -quett; this ! is 
to be fervent in prayCr. 

Secondly,fervency is not onely loud praying, 
bur continuall knocking,w hen a man 15 not onley 
imporrunate wi.h the L o « », but he continues | 
long, he will nor giue over, till he haue got the! 
blefling. You know, Jacobs fervencie was { "CNC 1N | 
thar, that hc continued all night, hee wreſited wth 
the Lord. W har was the reaton that he wreitled- 
he would not let him oe, t:!! he had pot the viel, 7g, 
till he had obtained chething he {or ;ght for. So: 
[ ſay, this earncſtneſle, and continuance in pray- 
crathe breaking through all difticulkics, this 1s to 
wraſtle with the L © n »: for, : 1] wraſtling, : and 
ſtriving, you know , ſuppoſeth ſome oppolttion 
on the other parr, Indeed If there were nu 0ppo- 
fation, it were a {m: ill chin - but I fay,when the 
Lox vis moſt backward, w hen thc thing 1s moſt 
improbable, when there is much dithcultic, rhat 
you know not how it ſhould be brought to paſſe, 
yet you continue ſtriving, and glue the Lok Þ no 
reſt, you will not giue over, this is ferve: ncy in 
prayer, and this is a condition that the Lok »Þ rc- 
quires. Onely theſe two Cautions muſt be rc- 
membred, that we miſtake not this fervency. 

Firſt, remember, fervencie, if it be right, 
muſt be a fruit of faith: for there is a fcrvencie 
that comes nut from faith, but from a natural! 
ſcnſe of want, when a man is indeede as a {wine 


tha: | 


| 


q 
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char i iS pinchc 4 JW hich, on know: will Cry CXCCC-, 
ding loud, not becaulc it lookes tor hclpe, but 
[becaulc it is pinched: ſv any Creature, or man na- 
{rurally will vie importunity, when he wants any | 
| thing; he will be carncſt in his requeſts; ſuch fer- 
| vency the Lox Þ regards nor, becauſe there isno| « 
| more but a _meere exp! Mon of naturall acſires, 
there is no holinetle jn ir, there is no fire of the 
{pirir, but when this 1s added to it, thatthere 15S | when fervency 
not onely aſcnlie of the thing we want, but allo | isa fruit ot 
a hope of mercic,a ground to beleeve thar I ſhall | fa 
have the thing grantcd, and out of this ground I 
am earneſt and rinporoun: atre;now carncſincefle 18a! 
fruit of faith, When Is svs Cunrsr lived vpon 
carch, when men came and cryed carneſtly vto 
lim, and were excecding i impc r:vnate, dome ro 
be healed of their diſcaſcs, ſome to have devills 
caft our, &c.we {cc his an{were' was {till tro them, 
de it to thee, (how? jnot 3CCOLding to their 1m- 
portunity, and i fervency, buraccording to their 
faith: as if he ſhould { y, I kecde not, I regard 
not all rhis clamour and carn«ſtnefle, "it th icy be 
onely cxprefſions of {uch wants, it 1h cy bc on ly 
in theſenſe of ſuch ncede, and no more; bet if 
they proceed from faith, ana that faith ict you a 
worke to call vpon me, be it wnto thee accord: png to 
that, For indeede, theſe x wo things make vp, 
kervencic in prayer, ſcenic of ncede, and hope of | Whence fer- 
mercic, when a man hath fajth and hope to 1N- 
reaſe his fervencie ; and ir arifcth trom thar| 
ons 3s well as our of the othcr, (not thatT} 
exclude the other, for it iSa very ercat helpe, and! 
F-4 that 
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2. Caut 09. 


That it bee * 


mingled with 
ftacerity. 


Note. 


Rom.12.11, 


_ 


that which puts ſticks on the fire, 2s it were, to 
mJke o ir fervency the mor?) I fay from tenſe of 
our need, when we conlicer ſeriouſly what want | 
we haue, and then adde this hope, and faith; 
wien thule two ſhall ſer you on worke, this fer- 
vency ;S a fruit ct fairh. This 1s one caution that 
m-1ſt be remembred. | 
Anorner caution is this, that your fervencic 
be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may be fer- 
vent to 0btaine {ich and ſuch bleflings,as he may 
bezgocat Go Þ s hand, very earneſtly, he miy' 
aske credit, he may aske to have guidance in tich ! 


— 


a buſinefle, he may aske wiſdometo bring ſuch! 
' an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee may aske health, and 


*continuance of life, but to what end? if it be that | 


| he may beſtow 1t vpon his Iuſts, it it be that he 
| may liue more deliciouſly, ther he may be ſome | 
| body more inthe world, that he may haue our- 
; ward conveniences, ſuch as his flcſhdeferes, it 
| this be all, here this fervency 1s not regardcd ; 
| not that theſe things are excluded,for the L © « » 
| glues Vs leaue to ſceke our owne comforts, and 
' you may becarneſt, and importunare, even for 
the comfortitſelfe, bur yer all rheſe, if ch2y be 
| Not Capable of a further vic, it rhar be not inten- | 
ded, bur the abuſe of them, and an intenrto vie 
| them another way,the L o « Þ heedes it not, it 1s | 
| NO true ferycncic : and therefore in Rom. 12.11. 
itis the cxhortation of the Apoſtle; be fervent 1 
ſprrit ſerving the Lord; when wee many times it 
may be, arc tcruent in ſpirit ſerving our ſclues, | 
we arc fcrycnt to aske {uch and {uch requeſts, our 
OT | 


pre; IR 


OO tows 


| 
F 


| {thou doe, T will emnethe tenth part to thee againe, 1 


lem. 


dy. 2 
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| 


of ends of or owne, as when a mandeſires able 
gift-, high gifts, to gerglory, and to get wealth 
to himſclte, and not ro {crue his maſter, this 1s to 
aske the talenr,not for his maſters vic, but for his 
[owne vic, doc you thinke the Lord will heare 
ſuch prayers: can you cxpect'it at his hands? You 


ſhall ſce the contrary diſpoſition m the Saims 
when they were earn-ſt with the Zord for any. 
thing, ſtill they expreſſe that ro him, 2nd fay, 
| Lord, wee dcfire not this for our ſelves, but for. 
thy glorie, that wee may vie it for tome good | 
purpeſc,&c. David, when he was carneſt for life, | 
when he was in ſickneſſe, and doubted of his re- | 
covery, what argument doth he vic 2 Zord,faith | 
he ſhalt thor haue glory from the graue ? AS1f hee | 
ſhould ſay, if thou give me lite, I will giuc ir thee | 
-againe, I will improue it, and husband ir to thy | 


»ah,when the was carneſt for a {onne, ſhe makes | 
chis promiſe to the Zord, rnat he ſhall be for him, ; 
and his advantage; ſhe would dedicate him to his 

vie, and confecrate him to his ſervice. So 1aceb, | 
when he was earneſt with the Lord to give him 
; meate,drinke, and cloathes,&c. Lord, laith hee, 


{ay, when the hcart is thus ditpoled in our fer- 
Vcncie, in our importunity,. when we aske any 
thing at the Zords hands,that our conſcience tells 
vs within, that if wee had ir, wee would beſtow 
it vpon the Zoxd, wee would not abuſe it, wee 
would nor ſpend it on our luſt-, it ſhould nor be 
to ſerue our ſclues, bur toſerue the Lord with- 


all;} 


What argu+ 
ments tic 
Saints hauc 
vicd in their 
prayers, 


advantage, and not to my owne. And {o Hax-!' 


uz 


required in 


mility. 
Jam 4. 


 Ifay, 66,2. 


T 


Gen. 33; 


3.Condition 


piayer 15 hu- 


| Reaſons why 
humility 1s re- 
quired in pra- 
| Vers 


| | 
God ecxaltsſuch 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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all , then our fervencie 1s righdy ordered, 
The next condition required, 1s humility, as. 
Lames 4. The Lord gines grace ts the humble: and | 
2 Chron.7.14. If my people humble themſelucs, and 
call pon my name, then w:ll I heare in heaven, and 


2Chion.7-14- gr apt their requeſts, And throughout the Scrip- | 
tures, you ſce,that this is a conditionthat the Lord! 


' 


' 


puts in every where; hee hath reſpect to the low e- 


\ ſkate, Iſay.66.2. faith the Lord, all theſe things hane . 


F 


| 


q 


my hands made, looking vponall the crearures, | 


the whole frame of them, they are all good, and 


: 


I hauc reſpec vnto them, bur, ſaith he, I regard 


to him will I looke that is of an humble, and contrite 
ſpirit ; when the Lord looks vpon our prayers, | 
it they come not trom a broken kearr, they want | 
that conditionthar he lookes for: for hee gines | 
grace tothe humble, becuaſe ſucha man is Jittl- in 
his owne eycs,and fit to be cxalred, fit to reccluc 
a mercy at Go Þ s hands. 

You know, itis a rule that the Lord keepcs 
for tuch as are humble and low, fuch he exalcs; 
thoſe that cxalt themſclves he puts downe. Now 
when a.man 1s little itt his owne eyes, that par- 
vity, thar ſenſe of his owne vaworthineſſe 1s a 


Gen, 32. Jacob yi{cth that Argument, when hce 


prevailing argument with him ; ana therefore | 


nor all theſe in compariion of an kumble hcarr, 


comes to put vp ther petition, to be delivered 
from Eſar: Lord, 1 am leſſe then all thy mexcies : 
that 15,take any of thy mercies, and put them in 
one end of the ballance, and pur mc in the other, 
and I am leſle then it, and lighter then ir, take all 


— W——  —— — 


> > — 


! 
[i 


— 


the 


* 


f 


F 


{ 


ou Lord beftowed that mercic on him, hee was | 


. 
[l 
i 


[1s an expreſſion of David, in Ads. 2.22. he 
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1 the worth that is in mc, itis not heavie enough 


for the leaft mercie. Now, when hee was thus 
humbled, and little, and vilc in his ewne eyes, 


now fit to receiue it. So David, when the Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would &rild 
him a houſe for ever, ( youſcc how hee expreſſed 
himſclfe ) hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and 
fate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am I, and what 
is my fathers houſe * As it he ſhould ſay,I was ta- 
ken out of the duſt, was one of the meaneſt men 
of Iſrael, and a man of no account, of no worth, 
and yct thou hait had reſpect vnto me thus farre, 
not onely to make me King over thy people, bur | 
to build my Kingdome, and my houlc, ro make | 
me a conſtant houſe for ever. I ſay, this tenſe of 
our owne vaworthineſle, it tnakes vs more fit to j 
recciue the mcercie, to be cxalred by receiving | 
ſuch a requeſt, as we put vp to the £ord, and} 
thercfore hce regards the prayer of the hum- 
ble. 

Morcover,God gies grace to the humble,that is, 
he ſhewes tavour to them, when they come and 
aske any thing at his hands, becauſe an humble 
man will be rcady to doc whatſoever he will: it 


| 
| 
} 


will doe what foever I will ; that may be ſaid of e- 


ucry humble man, he is exceeding pliable ro the | 


Lurds will, hee is ready to doe whatſocver hee 
kNoWCs to be his pleaſur?, hee reſiſts him in no- 


| thing, Now,when a man will doe wharſoever 


God will, the Lord will be ready to doe whatſoe- 
ucr 


1 Sam, 7+ 


2 


_—_ 
God gines 
grace to fuch, 


As 2.2 24 
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Mart. 23, 


Note. 


Z 
Tt is an accep- 
table ſacrifacc 


Plal.gt. 


ver he wil', he will be rcady to ſay to him, as L 
did to the Canaanite, Oh woman, be it to thee 1s 
thou wilt, When a man, onthe other fide, rcſiſts 
the Lord, ( as every proud man doth, faith the 
rext) the Lord reſiſts tum, the Lordreſifts the proved, 
and giues grace to the humble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 
ſeth the Lord to reſiſt our prayers ; and therefore 
it is, that the Lord 1s ready ro the humble man, 
becaute hee yeclds to the LZordinall things, 2nd 
whena man yeelds to the Lord, (take that tor a 
rule) in obeying Gods commandements, God 


the bcſt workes, that proccede nor from an hum-| 


| law not to come empty-handed) a proud perſon 


will yceld to vs in granting our pctitions. 

Beiides, when the heart 1s humbled, and bro- 
ken, and contrite, it 15 anacceptable ſacrifice to 
the Lox »v,which winnes it at his hands:he ſmells 
a ſweete ſavour from ſuch a ſacrifice aboue all o- 
ther ; yea itis that which ſers a high price vpon 
every ſacrifice that we offer; the beſt praycrs, 


ble heart, he regards them not: as Pſal.5 1. Lord, 
faith he, ;f 7 offer ſacrifice, then wilt not regard it, 
but the ſacrifices of, acontrite, and humble ſþ7r:r, 
thoſc thou regardeſt , and thoſe ſacrifices that 
procecauc from it; when we come to make a pe- 
tition tothe L oo « p(it was the manner inthe 01d 


comes cmpty-handed , but an humble perſon 
comes with a facrifice, and the beſt {acrifice; be- 
cauſe he ſacrificeth himſclf.:, and his owne will, 
that is, he emprics himſclfe of himſclte, he opens 
a dooretothe Lo x v to come,and dwell in him, 
when a proud man barres him out ; ſuch a {acri-! 

f:ce 


——_ — 


—_— 
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ficethe Lo n'd is well pleaſed with, and ſucha 
facrifice ſpeakes for one, it makes way for his re- 
ueſts,and therefore the Lo « » hearkens to it. 

Laſtly,the L © « » is rcady to heare thoſe that 
arehumble, becauſe whatſoever they receiue, 
they take it as of grace,and not as debt: whereas 
a proud man, a man that hath a good conceit of 
himſelfe, a man thart is lift vp in his owne opini- 
on, thinkes it to be due, he thinkes there is {ans 
correſpondence betweene his works;and the wa- 
gcs. You know whatis ſaid of the m——_ tat 
the Publican went away inſtified rather then he. W hy 
ſo 2 Becauſe the Publican thought himſclfe wor- 
thy of nothing. And therefore Ezek.36.31.when 


| 


| all as of free 


the Lo x Þ promiuſeth thoſe great merciesto his. 
peoplc, he requires this condition of them, tha | 
theyſhould acknowledge themſelues worthy to be de- | 
froyed. When a man hatha ſenſe of his ovne 
vnworthineſſe, and ſo comesto the Lo x v, and! 
askes it as of meere grace and mercy, thart is a | 
great mortiue to prevaile with him: tor he is very | 


wary the Lo x Þ was ingiving this rule to them, 
take heede when thox commeſt into that good land, 


for my owne righteouſneſſe : no, ſaith he, I hauc not | 
done it for that, but for my Covenant wh:ch I made 

with Abraham, Iſaac, Tacob,that is, for my owne. 
names ſake, for my mercies ſake, . for the cove-- 


nant in Icſus-Chriſt,therefore I haue done it,and 


nant that I confirmed with them,thatis the cove- | 


carefall of that: you know in Dert.8, 11, how. Dent, 8-21. 


thinke not to ſay with thy ſelfe,the Lord hath done this + 


not for your owne righteouſnes, So you ſee,thar 
| this 
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They receiue 


grace, 


Luke 18, - 


Ezck.26.31. 
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5. Condition 
required in 
prayer is, tO 


ſanQific the 


Lord in our 
hearts, 


t Tim,2.8, 


4 this is 4 condition the Lon» will haue obſerved 


| 


| wee ſandtifie the Lord in our hearts. Y ou know, 


in our calling vpon him,rhat our hearts be hum- 
bled, that a man belittle, and vile in his owne 
cyecs, that he come with a broken, and contrite 
heart, pliable ro him in all things, ready to obey 
him; when the heart is ſo diſpoſed, hee you 
gracc, that 1s, he ſhewes favour, hee is ready to 
grant our requeſts, 

The next condirion required in prayer,is, that 


when Nadab and Abtrhu drew neere vnto him 
with a common firc, ( when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lox Þ deſtroyed them, and he giues this rea- 
ſon, fer I will be fanttified in thoſe that draw neere to 
me, W hen we come to call vpon the Lo « d,we 


| know, then we come neere to him, and in ſuck |, 
drawing neere, wee muſt ſanctifie him in our 
hcarts, that 1s, we muſt conceive him to be,as he 
is,molſt holy: now if the L © « be moſt holy, if 
he that is vncleane and impure,and vnholy, ſhall 
come ncere him, hee ſanctifies not the Lok v 
| G o Þ, (that 1s5)he comes not to himas toa moſt 
holy G o »,bur he lookes vpon him,as if he were 
a common perſon ; and therefore whenſoever 
they came to offer a ſacritice,in the old law,they 
were firſt purified,if any man were vncleanc,and 
| ſhould offer a ſacrifice, he was tobe cur off from 
his people. Thereforc,to ſanftifie.the Lo x » in 
our hearts, is to come with holy. hearts,as in the 
i Tim. 2.8. it 1s:the charge that the Apdaſtle, 
giues there, /;f} wp pure hands without wrath or | 
pdt 


_— 


—_— 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


E————y 


127 


without wrath,or- doubting. 
 Youwill ſay vnto me, what is this holinefle * 
Beloycd,it is nothing bur a ſequeſtring, or fe- 
pcratiug any thing from a common vie, and 
appropriating it to G o » alone,that is holinefle. 
You know,whatſoever was holy tothe Lo x », 
in the Temple,or otherwiſe, wherher it were ho- 
ly veſlels,or holy men, as the Prieſts, it was ſe- 
| perated from all other vies,and made peculiar to 
him, and to his ſervice. Now the heart of a man 
is holy then, when it is withdrawne from all 
things elſe, and peculiar to the Lox » alone. As a 
chaſt wife 1s to her husband, whoſe aftcctrons are 
beſtowed vpon him, and no other perſonelſe, fo 
whenthe heart is tothe L o x v alone, whenall 
the affections are intent vpon him, and beſtowed 
vpon him, and vpon none clſ{e,this1is to have the 
heart wholly to him. So tha: now hee that will 
havean eye vpon credir, vpon vaine glory,vpon 


the Lo x »,that the heart is wedded to ir,that he 
beſtowes any part of that conjugall aftetton vp- 
on it, that ſhould be whollytheLo a Þ s, this 
man is an vnholy man, his heart is notholy:for it 
is not ſequeſtred from other things, and conle- 
crated to him alone: forthar is to be holy. 


yer be holy. When a man prayes to the Lo « 
with reſpe&t vnto him, and hath an eye vpon 
him, and nothing elſe comes into rake away part 


wealth,vpon his luſts, vpon any thing beſides | 


And as the heart muſt be holy,ſo muſt the pra-| 


| 


(doubting ; lif vp pure hearts, and innocent hands, 


| Queſt 
Anſs w. 
Holines what, 


I 


; 


of this prayer; if by-reſpe&, and worldly, and 


| 


carnall| 


be holy. 


Simule. 


An vuholyman 
who. 


4 


The heart muſt f 
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carnall thoughts come in,and ſet you on work to 
pray,now theſc haue a portion && intereſt in your 
 praters, they make your prayers profane & com-| 
mon,they arc not peculiar tothe Lox », they 
are vaholy. So that is the holines then in ſceking 

the Lox ov, whcn we are knit,and wedded to him, 

when onetakcs this re{olution to himſelfe, I am 

the Lox »s ſervant,and him will I ſerue,I am not 

the ſervant of man,nor of any creature, lam mar- 

ried to the L © « »,and his will I be alone, I will 

withdraw my heart from all things elſe.So like- 

wiſe whena man prayes, ſo that his {oule is in- 

tentvponthe Lo « », and vpon.nothing beſides, 
when the whole ſtreame of his affetions are car- 

ricd to him, this is to {ceke to him in holinefle, 
this isto ſanctifie the L o & » in our hearts, 

And laſtly, if there be any conſcience of ſinne, 
(that phraſeT finde vicd in Heb. 10.) that is, it 
there be an evill conſcience, if a man be conſci- 
ous to himfelte of any ſinnethat is vnrepented of, 
{uch a man cannot pray, that makes him vnholy: 
if rhere be any finfull luſt yet living in him, that 
TON remand in him, which is not waſhed a- 
way, ſucha man is vaholy: yea, my Bcloved, 
the Saints themſelues, when they finne againſt 
G © », as you heard heretofore, they are ſuſpen- 
ded from the Covenant; though they be within 
the Covenant, yet they are ſuſpended from recei- 
ving the benefit by it, that otherwiſe rhey might 
haue : till that finnebe waſhed away, they arc 
not holy. A Prieſt, or one that was holy, if he! 
touchedany vncleane thing, hee remained vn-: 
holy, 


I i. 
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holy. till he was waſhed, though otherwiſe hee 
'were holy habitually , wholly dedicated to 
:G o v s ſervice; ſoitmay be with thoſe, that are 
. within the covcrant, though thou be a holy man 
! ycr, it thou rouch pitch, that is, if thy heart bee 
; polluted with any {inne , of one kinde or other , 
'as long as that remaines , thou art vnholy.' If 
. thou come now, and ſccke tothe Lon », you 
' know what the judgment was in the old Jaw,fuch 
| 4 one was to bee cut off from his people. And 
rherefore, you ſhall finde , this was the conſtant 
' practiſe of the Saints; when they ſought the 
Lox» for any ſpeciall mercy , they began with 
taking paines with their owne hearts, with hum- 
bling themſelues for their owne 1innes , and the 
finncs of the people: as we know, Darieland Ez- 
ra, and David,in their prayers, ( I neede not ſtand 
| to giue you inſtances ) and indeede ſo ſhould wee 
alwaycs , when we come with any requeſt, and 
| petition tothe Lond. 
Firſt, letaman examine his heart and his life 
| diligently , looke backe to all his former wayes, 
confider and goe through all the particulars ; ſec 
it there be any thing amiilſle, if there bee any tin- 


| cture of yncleanneſic yet lying vpon him, that is 
{ not yet waſhed away, if there be any polluticn, 
| any defilement of fleſh , or ſpirit, and ler him 


: know thar it is but labour loſt, it is a prove 
, king of the Lon Þ , to come as a man vn- | 
| prepared , todrawe reere to him , except he be! 
 Cleanled, | 

| | But you will ſay, how ſhall we beclenſed 7 
|7 K 


$ 


| 
I 


The praQiſeof 
holy men in 
thcir prayers. 
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Anſw. 


{ z. Meaney of 
clenſinos a 
mans(clfe. 


| | 


xr Cor:6, 9: 
| 


Conſcience of 
finne a great 
hindrancc in 
Our prayers, 


Simile. 


| ſinne he hath committed: yet be not diſcouraged; 


I anſwere, you are clenſed by renewing your | 
repentance, and ſprinkling the bloog of Chritſt : 
when a man humbles himſelfe for his finne, and 
entreth into covenant with G o i, not to returne | 
vnto it, when hce makes his heart perfect, and 
ſincere with the L © « Þ in that particular, | 
And ſecondly, when he fhall withall belceue, | 
that it is forgiven through Chriſt , when hee js 
ſprinkled in his blood to waſh it away : though | 
thy ſinne be great, yet this will make thee pure, | 
now thou art waſhed, as it 1s in the 1 Cor. 6.9. 
Now you arewaſhed, now you are ſanttified, nov you 
are inſtifiied; therctore let not a man bee diſcou- 
raged in this caſe: for, I confelle, there 1s no- | 
thing that giues ſuclr a checke to our prayers, 
that giues ſo many ſtabbs to them (as it nvere ) 
that hinders vs in that duty, as the conſcience of 
ſfinne, when a man remembers ſuch and ſuch a 


for the blood of Irsvs Curisr is able to waſh 
them away. Though a mans face be very fowlc, 
yer, you know, a baſen of cleare water will waſh 
it cleane,and all the filth is gone : now the blood 
of Cnxrisr is more cft.cuall ro rench thy 
conſcience, and to purge it from dead rrorkes, 
to take aw#y, both the guilt of {inne, and like- 
wiſe the power, and ſtaine of it. And therefore, 
if thou hauc any ſinne, labour to be waſhed from 
that, that then thou maiſt comerothe Lo x ov, 
having thy heart ſprinkled from an evill conſci- 
ence, and thy body waſhed in pure water, as it 15 
Heb.1c.22. Let vs draw neere, {aith the Apoſtle, 

in 


[” $0. 22, 
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in afſuranceof faith: but how 5 having our hearts 
rinkled from an evill conſcience: as if hee ſhould 
ſay, otherwiſe your drawing neere will be to no 
purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the Lox Þ 1n 
| drawing ncere,except you be thus ſprinkled, and 
| thus wathed, and thus purifcd, 
I, but you will ſay to me, 1f this be requixed, 
who ſhall be heard in his praycrs 2 for who can 


and if this be required, that we muſt Lift vp holy, 
and pure hcarts, or cl{e we ſhall not be accepted; 
what comfort ſhall wee haue in calling vpon the 
Lo x », atany time 2 

* To this I an{were, that to haue a pure hearr, 
is not to be free from fin,and from daily failings, 
( for{o indeede none ſhould haue a pure heart ) 
bur purencſle of heart, holineſle of heart is, to 
| haud our hearts ſprinkled from an ev.ll conſcience, 
and torhaue our bodies waſhed wth pure water, that 
is, to be purificd before the Lor4, is nothing elle, 
but to hauc ſuch an habicull diſpoſition, which 
makes a man ready to w-{h himſcife ſtill, though 
| he be ſtill ſpotted with firine, So that this is 


the diſpoſition of a holy man; if a man that 
drawes neere to the Lox p wkh a pure heart, 
thovgh he be ſtillſpottcd , and: polluted, and 
defiled , yet hee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
he hath a principle within, hee hath a new na- 
ture within, thar 1s {till working out that impurt- 
tic, and waſhing it away ; though ſtill he bee op- 


It 5 
as 


| foiled, yet ſtill he refiſts it , and fights againſt 


K - 


th — 
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ſay his heart is pure, and his hands are innocent | 


potcd, and aſſaulced,and tempted, and ſometimes | 


131 
ObietF, 


Anſw. 
Whar itista 
haue a pure 
heart. 
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A holy heart 
neuer makes 


peace with fin. 


Purity what, 


Simile. 


8s > * - . . . . 
it will not ſuffer it {cle to abide with the warer : 


as the 1/7aelites had a charge never to make peace 
with Amaleck, ſuch a diſpoſition is in ſuch a man, 
he never makes peace with any finnce, thought; 
he be led captiue ſometimes by it, yt he yeolds : 
nat to that captivity. This is to hauc a pure heart, - 
though his heart be defiled ſomctuncs,:s a voſleli 
will be fowle, yet he waſhcth , and renſer}; j1;s © 


; heart, he never ſuffers it to continue mudcic, and ' 


vncleane, and in a filthy diſpoſition, but hc hath | 
a fountaine, a ſpring of grace within, that xwill | 
worke out all impurity , as a ſpring workes out | 
mudde : he that thus purifies himſclfe {{1!], | 
though the fountaine be muddie , though there ; 
be many injetions , many temptations , mary | 
luſts and finnes , yer, if he be purificd hiniſiIfc; | 
that he will ſuffer no ſinne to mingle with his 
heart ( as it were) to reſt there, and to abide, and | 
dwell there, to lye, and continue there, {uch «| 
man hatha pure heart. We ſay,that 1s pure,rha: 
is full of it ſelfe, and w ill haue no heterogenen,ny 
otherthing mingled with it, ſuch a thing is pare, 
as pure oyle is nothing eljc but oyle. Now he 
that hath a pure heart, 1s not he that hath ſ1m:ply 
nothing clic , that hath no ſinne mingled , that | 
hath no drofſe mingled with his wine , but hee 
that ſuffers it not to reſt there ; but as oyle and 
water, when you jumble them rogether, ( as you 
know, when they are ſhaken together, they min- 
gle) yet the oyle workes our,and purthies it {clte, 


Nr Ge CC ———— _ 
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a man, that is regenerate, a man that: 7s bore of 

God, hath a ſeed remaining in him, though he doe 

fin, | 
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| askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgiuenes, 
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ſin, yet, ſaith the Apoſtle, hc cannot ſinne,thatis,he 
doth not agree, hee doth not mingle with thar 
finne, it hath no reſt in his heart, but he workes 
{it out; ina paſhon when he is ſhaken (as it were) 
| when he is tranſported, when he is not himielte, 
'rhere may be a mixture, and the fountaine, and 
' the ſpring may be made muddy, yet lethim come 
to himſelfe, ſtill he workes it our; that is to have 
a pure heart, So that a man thus affected 'moy 
come with boldneſlc to the throne of grace, and 
not be diſcouraged ; what though thy {innes be 
many, and very great, and often repeated * yet, 


| pureneſle and holineſſe, ſtill ro clenſe thy ſelte, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
aſſure rhee,thy heart 1s purc, thou maiſt goe with 
confidence to the throne of grace. 

Bur now you wil ſay this to me, (for that may 
be objected) why? but may not any carnall man 
ſay as much, he {ins againit Gop, and comes and 


and ſaith he will finne no more, and yet he {innes 
againe the next day, and 4ddes drunkenneſſe to 
thirſt, that is, his ſinne and his repentance they 
runne in a circle,as drunkennetle and thirſt? how 
ſhall wee diſtinguiſh then betweene theſe two, 
thar purifying diſpoſition in the -Saints, and 
thoſe vaniſhing purpoies that carnall men may 
haue, that never had experience of the worke 
of grace, of that purity of heart that wee ſpeake 


of 


Ovriect, 


Anſw, 


Tothis I anſwere briefly, you ſhall know the 
K 3 diffe- 


. ""'Y 


I 34 


Difference be- , difference by this, a godly man, when he falls 
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| tween the god- 


Cookers | inro finne, and is defiled with it, hee waſheth 
invalliog into*| himfelte from day to day: you ſhall find alwayes 


fune, ; this. that he gets ground of the ſinne, of the luſt, 


| that manifeſts ic ſelfe in any actuall tranſgreſſion, 
{tl itloot-<th by ir, 1t-gathers not ſtrength, but 
| $nne in a car- | LOOſcth ſtrength: in a carnall man it is quite con- 
nal rangrow* | trary, his {tnne ſtill increaſerh, and intends: the 
22 Dabit,and the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger, 
weaker, | It getsground of him,and thoſe good things that 
| he hath, they arc more and more worne out, and 
| ſo they grow worſe and worſe from day to day, 
\and tht i5 the property of an evill man, of ynre- 
{Zeneracy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worle| 
{and worſe, and the more falls they haue, the 
| more {innc gets ground, and the more they loſe, 
but itis not io witha holy man, the more hee 
falls, the more ſtrength hee gathers, hee is the 
more holy by it, the more wary, and watchfull, 
and the more hee is empticd of himſelfe,. and 
| drawes ncercr totheLo x v, and is the more in- 
flamed with, loue him , hee is ſtrengthened. in 
faith, and repentance,and in every grace: ſothar 
here the rule now holds not true, that acts 1n- 
creaſe habits, bur the contrary, adts leſſen the 
habits, which is a paradox in philoſophy, but 
here it is ſo. 
Oreſt. If you aske how it can be? 
Anſw. I anſwere, in its owne nature every aGt intends 
How ſinzein® | the habit, as well in a godly man, as another 
Sabaed by | Man, but it comes to paſſe by accident, as-wee 
his falts, Ys becauſe the grace in him is ſtirred VP. w” 
thoſe 


A paradox in 


| philoſophy. 
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thoſe foiles, and ſlipps,and thoſe falls, and infir- 
miries, to which he is ſubject : I ſay,grace is ſtir-| 
red vp in him morc and more, and recetues 
more vigour, and ſtrength. As wee ſay of true | yatour incea- 
valour, it is increaſed more by oppoſition; ſo | ſed by oppoſi- 
ir comes to paſſe, that the more the childe of | 9% 

G o »falls into ſinne,the more grace is intended, 


the Temple ſhould bee built, and vſed him in| 


Sathan gets leſſe ground, as HeFekiah, when hee | 
fell into pride,the pride of his heart was Icflened 
more by it, then when he ſhewed his treaſure to 
the Ambaſladour of the King of Babel, he knew 
not before the pride of his heart, that ſinne, thar 
fall did manifeſt his corruption, which hee did 
not {ce before. So that, when the heart 1s fan- 
cere, when it is pure, when there 1s a right prin- 
ciple within, grace is ſct more on worke to reſiſt ; 
{innc. So David, when he had numbred the peo- 
ple, that made him more humble, and therefore 
the L o x v ſhewed him more mercy afterwards, | 
then ever he did before, hee ſhewed him where 


that worke, and never ſhewed him ſuch mercie, 
and kindneſle before: (I cannot ſtand to expreſle | 
particulars ) ſo it is with all the Saints; their | +4... 
hearts are never better,nor in more holy temper, | the godly beft 
nor more fearcfull to offend, and in a more gra- | #fterfalls, 

tious diſpoſition,then after their falls; and there- 
fore conſider that, thar thou bce not deceived, 
thatthou maiſt diſtinguiſh betweene this falling 
into ſinne, and waſhing your ſ{elucs, and thar 


| k<cpethar for a rule, that whereſoever there 2 


relapſe to which evill men are ſubje&t , and 


1 
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Note, 


Simile. 


Vertne wcts 
ftrenoth by 
wounds. 


Smile, 


and the water, and the fire doth; you know, the 
| water, when it findes a ſtop, it growes more vio- 
[ . . 

| lent, and ſo the winde, of the ſame nature is 


= S——— 


true grace, ſtill it ſtirres it ſelfe more and more, 


as it tindes more reſiſtance, even as the winde 


grace, where it findes a ſtop,and findes retiſtance, | 


it erow©s more ſtrong, and intent. The hea- 


— 


affaults and temptations, when there 1s truth of 


thens had a little glimpſe of this truth, when | 
they ſaid of vertue, that it growes more freth and | 
vigorous by being wounded;thar is true of grace 
and holinciJe, rae true vertue, the more it is 0p- 
polcd, tic more it. growes : even as you ſee in| 
oppoſ1ti 1 inthe diſputes of ſchollers, and all | 
kind of contentions in law, or any thing elſe; the 
ſtronger the objection 1s, where there 1s ability | 
in the partic, it produceth new notions , and | 
new an{wcrs,and puts them more to it ; ſo theſe 


heart within; it drawcs our more holinefle to 

Go o, and more ſ{trengrh,it multiplies the graces 
of Go »Þ within : to that the graces recetae in- 

creaſe,rhe more they arc excrciſed,and intended, 
and finfull luſts decreaſe,the minde 15 more emp- 
tied forth;the chafle that is in vs,and the drofle is 
more winnowed out,and the heart is more clean- 
ſed from it. So much ſhal ſeruc for this, that who- 
ſoever will cometotheLo x » in prayer, muſt 
ſanQific him in his heart, that is, hee muſt come 
with a holy,and with a pure heart. We haue ſhe- 


wed what this holineſſe, and purenefle is, wherein 
it conſiſts, and likewiſe how the objection is an- 
{wered,that might decciue vs. So much for thar 


property. I 


— 


—— 
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I muſt adde another, you ſhall find it Ph/.4.6. 
whenſoever you come to make your requeſts to 
theLo & », this is another condition that he re- 
quires, to be thankfull for the mercies you haue 
reccived already : in all things, faith hee , /et 
your requeſts bee made knowne to the Lord, with 
thankſgiving: as if he ſhould ſay, take hcede of 
this, that whenſocver you come to put vp any 
peritionto the Lo x »,you forget not the duty of 
thankfulneſſe, bur ſtill when you come to aske 
any thing that you want, remember that you 
giue thankes for that you hauc. Beloved, this 
condition muſt not be omitted: . you {ce the Lord 
himſclfe puts it in very carctully, /et your requeſts 
bee made knowne with prayer, and ſnpp/ication, and 
with thankſgiving. There is much reaſon why 
'our pctitions, and requeſts ſhould be accompa- 
nicd with thankſgiving tothe Lo n » : for is it 


your (clues, that you ſhould dat that alſo thar is 
acceptableto Go » < will a man ſerue himlſelte 
alrogerher, to come meerely to aske the thing he 
wants ? this a man may doe out of loue to him- 
ſelfe, out of reſpe&ro himielfe ; bur you muſt re- 
member to doc ſomething thar is pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Lox ». And therctore you ſhall 
finde inthe old law, they were commanded {til! 
to come with peace offerings, that is, offerings, 
wherein they exprefled thanktulnes, whenſoever 
they had any ſpeciall requeſt to the Lox »,you 
ſhall find that wasthe manner in Zevit. and other 
places, that ſuch a man as came to requeſt any 


required in 
prayer, is 


Phil:4.6. 


| Note. 


5, 78 thing, | 


6 Condition 


Thankfulnes, 
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All wercies re- 
duced ro peace. 


| 


wee cannat be 
thankſull. 


| Simile, 


 1n our name, and ſtate, ir 1s peace in the particu- 


| 
| 


Ifwelookonly | Cauſe, if a man be poring on his wants ſtill, if ir 
on our wants, | be jn his mind, when he comes to call ypon Go»y 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


thing at the Lox v s Hands, migAtnor come emp- 


ty handed;and what ſhould he bring with him? a 
peace offering : what was that * thankfulneſſe 


tor that peace he had enjoyed, that was a peace|- 


offering ; for peace is a generall word compre- 
hending all kinde of mercies. For what is our 
healrh, but the peace of our humours within 
what is our cheerefulneſſe, and joy,butthe peace 
of conſcience within £ all the comfort wee haue 


lar, &c.So I fay,whenloever thou commeſt with 
a petition, forger notto come with a peace offe- 
ring, that is, forget not to come with thankſgi- 
ving tothe Lo x », forthat which thou haſt re- 
ceived;doe {omewhat thar is accceprable to him, 
as well as ſecke for that which is vſcfull for thy 
ſclfe. Beloved, there is much reaſen for-it ; be- 


it will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, 
it will beget murmuring,and ſowreneſſe, and dil- 
content, it will imbitter his ſpirit: whenas a man 
remembers many mercies that he hath received, 
when he makes a catalogue of them, and enume- 
ratcs them, it ſrycetens his ſpirit, it makes him 


more gracious, it a&ts thoſe graces that are in 


him,itdrawes himnearertothe Lo x »,it quick- | 
i ens him, it makes him more contented with his 
condition that he is in:whereas, on the other fide, 


forgertulneſſe of mercies, when a man is onely 
intent ypon his petition to haue the thing done, 
he breakes many times into that ſullenneſle of 
| diſpoſition, 


e————— —— 
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diſpoſition, that we finde in children,that, when 
they cannot haue al that they would,they throw 
away that which-they hauc ſo that is our tauk 
{many times, when wee come and ſeeke to the ; 
Lo a » for any thing that we need, we are ſo in- | 
rent vpon that, that we forget all the mercics we | 
haue received,as if they were nothing:the Lox vb. 
would not haue it {o, but will hauc vs remember 

what wee recelue, that wee may be content eo | 
want, that our hearts may be brought- to parti- { 


want what it ſhall pleaſe him, tor a time,to deny | 
vs,4s 106 reaſoneth, faith hee, [ hare received good 
from the Lords hands,(it is his anſwer to his wife) 


doe {o,. it will make him content with that pre- 
{ſent want : for he lookes tothat which he hath 
had in hand. When a man faith thus with him- 
ſelfe, thus,and thus much good I haue received | 
at the Lox Þ s hands,what though I want ſuch a 
thing « whatthough I be preſt with ſuch an af. 
fliction,and calamity: I will be-content to-beare ; 
it, ſay,the Lo « » lookes for this,expoſtularing | 
with him,and murmuring againſt him, 1s not a 
meeke manner of asking things at his hands, bur | 
when a raan ſo askes, that withafl he is content | 
to be denicd, if his good pleaſure be ſo.” Now, 
thankfulnefſe for mercy, makes vs ready to be 
{oaffedted, to be willing to be denied,to be con- | 
tent to reſigne-our ſelues to the Lo x», & there- 

fore he will haue thankfulnefſe ro goe with it, 

IM when- 


en. 


tm 


ence, and contentment, vnder the crofle, and to | 


and ſhall Tnot receineills 1o, if a good man bee | The, Gohe of 


thankfull for mercies,it will make him ready to | ſome oe Aigg 
b ceived will 


make'vys cons 
tent-to want, 
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5 Condition 
required in 
praycr, is, te 


come in the. 


name of the 
Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt. 


Iam. 4. 


whenſoever wee come to aske any things at his 
hands. And therefore obſerue, that whenſocver 
you come fo ſeckethe L © x », you be thankfull 
tor the mercics you hauc had, remember them ; 
for it is a great meanes to prevaile in our re- 
' queſts. Thankfulneſſe is (as it were) the incenſe, 
that perfumes your petitions, that makes them 
acceptable, and prevalent with the Lox », ſo 
'mauch the ſooner. Prayer goes vp without in- 
.cenſe, when wee oftcr vp our petitions without 
thankfulneiſe , becauſe thar is a ſacrifice, as you 
| know it is called the cates of our Lips, and ever 
when you joyne thanktulnei{e with your petiti- 
ons, itis like a ſacrifice mingled wah it, that 
helpes to prevaile for you. 

The next condition is, and it muſt not befor- 
gotten, of all the reſt, that we come to the Lord, 
in the name of leſus Chriſt. This is athing com- 
monly knowne, you will ſay, who knowes not 
that, cxcept we come in the name of Chriſt, no 
petition can be acceptable Beloved, I ſay to 


lam. 4. Wherc he giues this rule, that we ſhould 
ſay, zf the Lord will wewill doe ſuch and ſuch athing 
to morrow, &c. and when the an{were would be 
rcady, who knowes not this 2 ſaith hce, if you 
know the will of the L © « »,and doe 1tnot, your 


ding ready to forget, or wee are ready to doc- it 
in a formall, and ina cuſtomary manner, but to 


doe itin good earneſt, as wee ought to doc it, 


judgement ſhall be greater; ſo I ſay, if any doe| 
[Not practiſe this, ( and it isa thing weare excce- 


you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle James ſpeakes, | 


m—_ 


therein| 
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therein commonly wee come ſhort) you know 
how great a ſinne it was, inthe olde law, to of- 
ter without a Pricſt, inthe 17 of Lewitrcas it 15 
ſaid there, if any man brought his ſacrifice, 
though it were the beſt ſacrifice and the choiſe, 


without a Prieſt, ſuch a man was guilty of bluod, 
and was to be cut off from his people; that 1s , hee 
was to be cut off by the Prieſt, by excommuni- 
cation, and after by the civill Magiſtrate. You 
know.,it was Yz&1ahs tault to offer incenſe, when 
it was proper to the Prieſt ro doc it : The ſame 
ſinne we commit when we come to the Lox », 
and thinke, becauſe wee' haue repented, and 
prayed fervently , becauſe wee thinke , our 
hearts and ſpirits are in a good diſpoſition , be- 
cauſe we know no finne, of which wee are con- 
ſcious, for this cauſe wee thinke that wee ſhall 
bee heard. Ir is true: the Lo « Þ requires theſe 
qualifications, inthe partie, when hee prayes; 
but take heede of thinking to bee heard for this, 
this is ro offer withour a Pricſt. You muſt 
'come thus to the Lox», and ſay vnto him, 
Lox », Iconfeſle ( notwithſtanding all this ) I 
am vaworthy , I haue nothing in me, why thou 
 thouldeſt regard mee, it cannot be, that cither 


[ccch thee,take them at the hands of C u & 1 sr, 
our High Prieſt , hee that is entred into the waile, 
he,that takes rhe prayers of the Saints, and mingles 
them with ſweete odours; when a man can really 

doe 


FPRRFTY 


yer, {aith the rext,if he did not bring it to the prieſt, . 
and to the Altar, but ſlay his ſacrifice elſe where, 


I, or my prayer thould be acceptable, bur I be- 


—_— 


Levit, 17. 


tl. 


God, 
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In what man- 
ner tQcome to 
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Levitz 5.11. 


Our prayers 
arc wot hcard 
for any excel- 
lency in them, 


| but for Ghriſt. 


—— 


| phaof fine flowre, (a very ſmall thing) and, ſaith 


not any fervency 1 


doe this, with dependance vpon Chriſt , and 
come boldly in his n:me, that is to offer a facri- 
fice to him , and this we muſt carefully remem- 
ber;and therefore we ſee an excellent cxprefſion 
of this iu Zevit. 5. where this is made cleare to 
you, thart it is not ayy exccllency in the perſon, 
, the prayer , not any pure- 
neſle, or holineſle that is found in him , nothing 
that comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer 
to be acceptable, bur it is the Prieſt,in thar place 
from verſ.s. to the 11. you ſhall finde there the 
law was,that he that came to ſacrifice, muſt bring 
a ſheepe, or a ſhee goat, but if hee were not ſo rich 
as to do ſo, he was able enough to bring wo rw7- 
tle Doxes;yet if he were not able to do that, then, 
ſaith the text, he ſhall bring the tenth part of an E- 


he, let him giue it tothe Prieſt, - and he (hall make 
an atonement for him, and h:s ſin ſhall be forgiver, 
W hence I obſerue this, that it is not the good- 
neſſe of the ſacrifice, the price, nor the choiſcnes; 
nor the excellency of that, when they came with 
a thouſand Rammes , and ſo many theepe, and 
bullocks,(as you reade of many great ſacrifices, 
that were offred by theKings)yct the tenth part 
of an epha of fine flower , which was excceding 
litle , this prevailed fully as much; it ſhewes e- 
vidently , that it is not in the ſacrifice, but the 
pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the meaneſt ſacri- 
fice will prevaile with God , as well as the rich- 


£5 


” mn 


cft, and the greateſt. What is the reaſon © For, 
{aith he , it isthe Prieſt , that muſt offer it , he 
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\| makes it acceptable ; ſo in this caſe, ler the ſacri- 


L 


fice be never ſo micane, yet if it be Chriſt, that 
offers the ſacrifice, if it bee commended to the 
prieſt, and he offers it, the Lox » will accept it. 
You ſhal find thatrule, Levit. 5.11. He that brings 
4 ſacrifice , (this caution was given) he muſt put no 


be offered without incenſe? No, you ſhall find in 
Levit.16. that alwayes , the Prieſt when he entred 
into the holy of holieſt, hee burnt incenſe, that they 
clond of that incenſe, m'eht cover the Mercy ſeat : 
the meaning is this, that when any man.comes to 
offer a praycr tothe Lox », he can pur no in- 
cenſe to it, the prieſt only he mult pur in incenſe, 
thatis,[ssvs Curisr only mult offer the ſacri- 
fice, whereintheLo « »y ſmells a {favour of reſt : 
for the Lox » cxpreſſerh himſclfe in this manner, 
as if he were diſquicted for ſinne, and can take 
no reſt; now, when Jeſus Chriſt oftcrs a {acrifice, 
he ſmclls a ſavour of reſt , becauſe it comes from 
him, in whom he is well pleaſed : ſo, I ſay, wee 
muſt þe carerull , thar we remember we come in 
the name of Chriſt, | 
Bur, you will ſay, every nian doth fo,and hew 
ſhall we know it 2 ; 
You ſhall know it by this, if you haue bold- 
nefſe, and confidence, thar is an argument that 
you looke not vpon your i{clues, but vpon Chriſt 
When a man is ſo cxcecding timerous,, and 
doubtivg, and fearcfull, that he dares not come 
totliethronc of grace, or, if hee doe, yer hee 
makes a great queſtion, whether he ſhall be heard 


or 


ncenſetoit, neither oyle, But ſhould the tacrifice | 


—_— 


Levit 5,11, 


{ 


| 


Levitz16 12,13 


Chriſt muſt 


put incenſe to 
our praycre 
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or no, this is too much looking to him{clte, here{ 
the high prieſt is forgotten. It thou come in his 
name, there is enough to Carry thee out , it will 
breede boldneſle in thee , it will breede conh- 
dence: if thou come in the name of Chriſt, and 
offer vp thy prayers through him, it will cauſe 
thee, in every petition thou purteſt vp, to thinke 
thy ſelfe ſo much beholding to Chriſt, that thou 
wilt be ready to ſay, in thy heart, whenſocver 
any pctition is granted thee, I may thanke eſs | 
Chriſt for this. When a man, I ſay, fhall bee fo 
much put vpon his ſcore, it will make him ſo 
much indebred to the L o x Þ ſs for his ſinne 
that is remitted, and this Petition that hee hath 
granted, that his heart ſhall be more inlarged to 
thankfulneſſe, when he is able to conſider the be 
nefit of redemption , and is ready ro ſay with 
himſelfe, if zeſs Chriſt had not dyed,if I had not 
had ſuchan high Prieſt, that hath entred into the 
| very heavens,as the Apoſtle ſaith Heb. 9. ts make 
| interceſſion for me, T had loſt this benefit, 1had 
nevycr come to haue put vp a praier to the Lox, 
or, if I had, it fhould not haue been heard. 

But you will ſay to mee, if wee be heard for 
Chriſt; then though a man be ſinful and though 
hee haue none of the precedent conditions; ! 
though he haue not that holincfle that is requi- 
red,if the Prieſt make him acceptable, why may 
he not hope as well as the moſt holy man? 

I anſwer, bricfly,though the Prieſt giue all ac- 
ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our prayers arc 
accepted through him , yetthat is not all, taerc 

arc 
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[when you conſtder there 1s one high Prieſt, who | 
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are two things beſides required, thar the perſon 
that brings the ſacrifice, be cleane ; no impure 
perſo2 was to bring a facrifice:ſecondly,that the 
ſacrifice be without blemiſh,he that hath a male, 
and brings a temale,.is curled : So this is requi- 
red, that the perſon be righteous, and thar the 
prayer be fervent, Tuch as is indired by the helpe 
of G © v's ſpirit, that it may be a {acrifice fit for 
the-L'o x: .But now, that we haue from Chriſt, is 
chis,that though the perſon be {0,and the prayer 
thus qualified, and haue thoſe forenored condi- 
tions-in it, yet it-is not-acceptable, without the 
Pricſt. And therefore this ſhould incourage you, 
when you conſider the:gtorious G o',his holj- 
nefle, that great diſtance b&tweene him and yon, FS 
and yaur ſclues, on the other {ide, how vile and | vicofClriſt as 
finfull you are, and- vaht ro-come' and pntryp _ 
your icqueſts to him'; now, when you thinke of! 
a'Mcdiator, of an high Prieſt, who is cntrediinto | 
heaven, who is:gone thirher, and fits at the-right; 
hand of Majeſtic, making intercefſion for you, 


The perſon 
muſt be holy, 
and the prayer 

ferucar, 


is able to-provaile,notlike the Prieſts in the law, | 
bur.one that is over the houſe of Go D, one that 
3s the very-ſon,that is not entred in through the 


blood ; when out of this you ſhall receiue con-. 
fidence,and come neere him with boldnefle, this 
15 to make vie of Chriſt, and to offer ſacrifice in 
him. There is'no more remaining -now , bur 


that when you haue conſidered all the conditi- 


blood of Bulls, and Goates,- but with his owne] - 


 ons-mentioned, and fitted y our (prayers accor- 
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.d:ng to them, that you be confidenr,and expect 
' much, that when you haue prayed, you may ſay 
 thus,L o « p,I expe now the granting of them, 
thou canſt notnow deny them, Lox »,I will wait 
now. And this is our fault; when we haue pray- 
cd, and the thing comes.not preſently, wee are 
readic to giue over, we arc not willing to waite, 
Beloved, that is one thing ſpecially tro bee re- 
membred,we muſt ſo farremagnify our prayers, 
| wee mult ſer a price vpon them ſo farre, and ſo 
| cſtecme them, and thinke them of that worth, 
that they will bring the. thing to paſſe. If a man 
take a drugg, or a medicine, or an herbe, and 
vic it to a wound, ora diſeaſe, once, or twice,or 
thrice, and, if he ſee itdoth no good, he will lay 
it aſide, :and take another medicine : for, ſaith 
; he, IT hauetryed it, and it will doe me no good; 
ſoa man doth with his prayers, he ſaith, I haue 


| 


ſoughttotheLoxÞ», I haue prayed for this 


thing twice, or thrice, and itis notgranted me. 
and therefore he is ready to lay it afide, as if it 
were not effeftuall, and to take another meanes, 
this neglect of prayer is not to know the force of] 
the medicine. You muſt know therefore of what 
efhicacie prayer is,and truſt it, and not giue over, 
( for it is effectuall to bring the thing to paſle ) 
and not make haſt, bur ſtay, and waite, it was 
Sarahs fault, when Abraham and thee ſought to 
the Lox Þ fora ſonne,ſhe niade too much haſt to 
giue Hagar to Abraham, when they ſhould haue 
ſtayed tillthe L o x Þ had done it his owne way. 
So Rebeccah, there was a promuſe,, and nodoubr, 


Jacob, 


%) 
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[Zacob, and ſhee prayed for the fulfilling of thar 
promiſe, but ſhe made too much haſte, ſhe tooke 
a wrong way to gct the bleſſing by lying, this 
was not waiting, buta ſtepping out to another 
mcancs ; becauſe they thought prayer and de- 
pendance vpon Go Þ would not doe it. So Sax/ 
would not waite vpon Go », but he would offer 
ſacrifice,this was to make haſt. And ſo it is, when 
a man is diſcouraged; David, when the thing was 
not preſently granted,he was rcady to giue over, 
and falls to a deſperate complaint, ſaying ,ove day 
1 ſhall fall by the hands of Saul, Take heede of rhis, 

and when we offer our prayers thus, learne to 

know what they are, learne to truſt them, 

and to depenid,and waite vpon G © », 
ſay certainly, I ſhall not be de- 
nied,the thing ſhall ſurc- 
ly be granted. 


So much for this rime,and this text, 
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Bleſſings beſtowed upon condition wee 
prays 42 


| Pleſſmngs enioyed without prayer uncey- 


taine, 47 
Bleſſings beftowed from love and provi- 
dence different. l bid. 


Bl:jimgs God deferres to heare us to teach 
us toule them. 65 


Buſmeſſe. 

Byfineſſe over much hinders time from | 

prayer. ( 91 
Buſinejſe,we muſt not be too intent wpon 

it, Ibid. 

G 
Care. 

Worldly care hinders from prayer. 038 
Care in prayer required, $4 


Carmnall. 
A holy man may make a carnall prayer, 9 
Our hearts being carnall are loath to, 


comecto God in prayer. 37 
Ca e 
Nine Caſes of conſcience touching prayer 
7! | 
Change. 
SO 
Prayer chanzerh not God but us. 44 
Chriſt. 


A man muſt have Chrift before God give 
himany thing elſe. 102 
Our prayers mult bee offered through 
Chriſt, 140 
Our prayers granted for chryiff, 143 
Wharrcquircd of us to come to God in 
Chriſt, 144 
CM Church. 


; 


— c— —<—— 


THE TABLE. 


— 


Church. 
God beftowes things on wicked men for | 
the xood of the Church. 43 | 
| Cleanſe. 
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